(Tape No. 234)

  Proving Our Faith (Part 1)              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Have you ever known anyone who professed to be a Christian, yet their lifestyle seemed to suggest otherwise.  Regrettably, there are too many like this who have never discovered the joy of victorious Christian living.

What is more needed in the lives of believers than personal holiness?  Directed by the Holy Spirit, the apostle Peter wrote (in 1 Peter 1:15-16), But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  God will accept no substitutes from believers in lieu of personal holiness.  And yet, does it not seem that the tendency is to study the Bible, rather than apply the Bible; to discuss the victorious life, rather than live the victorious life; to talk about God, rather than walk with God; to serve the Lord, rather than obey the Lord?  Concentrated study, busy activity, zealous endeavor are meaningless and useless without holiness.  The believer’s greatest obligation to God and men is his own personal holiness.

Many of God’s people are Bible students.  They love the word and study the word, but is it not true that most of us are more concerned about storing Bible knowledge in our minds than in our hearts?  David did not say, in Psalm 119:11 “Thy word have I hid in my mind.”  He hid the word of God in his heart for the specific purpose that he might not sin against God.  

The crying need of the hour is for practical Bibles.  There are many Christians who are well-versed in the Scriptures.  They know all about the historical backgrounds of the books of the Bible.  They have some understanding of prophecy.  They know Christian doctrine.  But, oh their lives!  They are so unkind, critical, selfish and thoughtless of others.  There seems to be a profound barrenness relative to God’s love.  These Christians are hateful and unkind, sarcastic, bitter and deceitful, yet they supposedly know all about the Bible.  Such Bible knowledge means absolutely nothing to God.  It is blasphemy to the unsaved --  it drives them away from the Cross.

The Bible declares, in 1 Thessalonians 4:7, that God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.  In 1 Peter 2:9, we read further, But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  You see, we are to be a different kind of people.  We are not to bear the marks and characteristics of the unsaved.  We are a heavenly people, chosen to bear the glory of God to all around us on this earth that the lost may see Christ in us.  

When the astronomer wants to study the stars, he does not look directly into the sky.  He looks down into a glass in a telescope, and there he sees the glories of the heavenlies reflected.  Likewise, when the unsaved look for God, they don’t look up to heaven; they look to us -- those of us who have named the name of Jesus Christ.  Those around us are looking for practical truth, truth that is the result of lives transformed by the power of God.  Such a transformation is not found through knowledge, but only by an experience.  Of course, before there can be an experience with God, there must be knowledge.  The Bible teaches this.  But what we learn in our heads must be brought down into our hearts if we are to please God and enjoy His fullness.

It is important that we teach doctrine in these days.  God’s people need to be rooted and grounded in the truth of the Scriptures.  But doctrine is not enough.  There must also be practice.  Truth believed (if sincerely believed) will be truth lived.  Doctrine must never be divorced from practice.  I have heard some Bible teachers divide certain books of the Bible into doctrinal and practical.  This is impossible.  All doctrine demands the practical, and Christian practice demands doctrine.  All doctrine is practical, and practice (if it is to please God) must be doctrinal.  Doctrine is truth believed.  Godliness is truth lived.  Truth believed, if sincerely believed, will result in godliness:  Truth lived.

Some years ago, the governor of a Chinese province sent out a decree to all the professors and teachers in the district informing them that they were to learn the game of football and teach it to their pupils.  The teachers and professors gathered in a conference and learned by heart the rules of the football association.  Then they went back to their different schools and made the pupils do the same.  Soon, the children could be seen squatting on the floor in Chinese fashion chanting these rules together at the top of their voices.  When they were word perfect, the message was sent to the governor, “We now know football.”  Well this seems ridiculous, does it not?  How could they know football without ever playing football?  Yet, as we make the analogy, I am sure you will agree it is no more ridiculous than the practice among many Christians of running from meeting to meeting, filling their notebooks with spiritual truth (in many cases, even memorizing numerous passages of scripture), but with little or no realization or evidence of the holiness of God.

Salvation is more than putting a man into heaven.  It is putting heaven into a man.  Putting heaven into a man should result in personal holiness.  The born again man should be a changed man.  If God has given us light, it should result in life.  

Now, if you are a Christian, does your life evidence the holiness of God?  Do your friends and neighbors see Christ in you, or are you categorized as a hypocrite?  Maybe you only thought you were a Christian - you have never really been reborn by the Holy Spirit.  Let’s get things settled once and for all, right now.  Tell Jesus Christ you are sorry for your sins and you want to be saved.  Ask Him to become your Savior and your Lord and, I guarantee you, He will.  

Blessed God, I thank You for my salvation and I pray for those who need You today.  May they come to You by faith and receive Your wonderful salvation from sin through Jesus Christ our Lord who gave Himself for us.  This I pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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