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To profess to follow Christ while living for the Devil is the worst kind of hypocrisy.  Becoming a Christian is more than embracing a cause; it is a commitment to follow a savior.  We shall talk like He talked.  We shall live like He lived.  We shall be His followers.

The privateers who fought during the Spanish tyranny from 1568 to 1648 had a worthwhile saying:  Either help the shepherd who is fighting for you or help the wolf who is biting you.  Don’t be neutral.”  Well, who would be foolish enough to help the biting wolf?  Yet, from the saying of the privateers, it would seem that helping the wolf would be preferred to neutrality.  Well, the same can be said for the Christian.  If he is not willing to follow the Lord completely and bear a clear cut testimony for Him, it would be far better for him to renounce Christ altogether and follow the Devil.

The lukewarm Christian is a definite hindrance to the cause of Christ.  You see, God hates lukewarm-ness, which is nothing more than neutrality.  In Revelation 3:15-16, He says, I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither could nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  Anyone who says he is a Christian while giving no evidence of a transformed life is a stumbling block.

He who remains neutral is without backbone.  He is weak and unprofitable.  He is like Reuben, unstable as water, or Zedekiah, fearful and vacillating, or the dwellers in Samaria who feared the LORD and served their own gods.  Christ declared to the Pharisees, He that is not with me is against me.  What does this mean?  Simply that if a person does not declare himself openly and whole-heartedly for Christ, he evidences his allegiance to Satan.  In the Christian life, there is no place for neutrality.  When one becomes a Christian, Jesus Christ has every right to reign in the life.  

Such an experience is worthwhile for five reasons:  First, it simplifies life.  It puts the management where it rightfully belongs --- in the hands of God.  As long as the believer attempts to run his own life, he ends up in futility and failure.  He makes unnecessary mistakes and brings loads of trouble upon himself.  We need to be able to say in the words of the Psalmist, The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.  Christians worry because they do not let Christ control their lives.

Now, secondly, when one commits himself to the Lord fully, it unifies life.  It brings things all together.  All our activities and desires are blended into one concern of fulfilling the divine will.  God’s servant testified in Psalm 40:8, I delight to do thy will.  Why did he delight in the will of God?  Because he found happiness and blessing he had never known before.  Allowing God to run his life brought supreme joy to his heart.  

Thirdly, the surrendered life purifies life.  As the believer studies God’s word, the Holy Spirit reveals things to him that are dishonoring to the Lord.  Realizing his need, he trusts in God’s strength for deliverance from all that hinders a fruitful life.  Paul declared in Galatians 5:24, they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  This is not a once and for all experience.  It is a continual process as God gives greater understanding of His truth, the Bible, the believer is made aware of weaknesses in his life that were unknown before.  He then does something about them, letting Christ cleanse him so that he can be His, entirely His.  The Christian life is not an improvement but a transformation.  It is not a matter of living better, but receiving a new life.  Christians have described themselves as “sinners saved by grace.”  It is true, there is no other way to be saved but by grace.  Yet, it might be better to say, “sinners saved by grace to sin no more.”  The surrendered life is a purified life, you see.  The true believer should desire above all else to be like Christ. 

Now, there’s something else:  Fourth, the surrendered life not only simplifies life, unifies life and purifies life, it amplifies life.  Before conversion, we live for ourselves; but after conversion, we should exalt the person of Jesus Christ.  Matthew 16:24 makes this clear as Jesus declared, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  Self should die and Christ should be in full control.  Without question, this was Paul’s experience as recorded in Philippians 3:7-8.  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse that I may win Christ.  The selfish life is a narrow, bigoted sort of experience.  The surrendered life gives beauty and enjoyment to living.  

And fifth, finally, the surrendered life glorifies life.  It makes the believer a blessing wherever he goes.  This is the way it should be.  Peter writes, But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Is this true in your life?  Are you showing forth the praises of God?  Do those near you, in your home, in your school, in your employment, in your church, sense the fact that you have forsaken the ways of darkness and you are walking in the path of Christ’s marvelous light? 

Oh, friend, if there’s any doubt about it, it is possible that it could be because of an un-yielded heart.  As the result, you are lukewarm.  And, with this, God is disturbed.  Maybe you have made a profession of Christ, but you have allowed other things to crowd Christ into the background.  Has your business or profession risen to first place?  Are you intent on making money above all else?  You want your family to have the best.  Please listen, prosperity of the heart is by far more important than prosperity of the hand.  Prosperity of the heart has the divine approval.  Such prosperity may result in the prosperity of the hand - but, above all, put Christ first.  Do not shortchange your own life.  Do not miss the blessing.  Let Christ reign supreme.  

For eight years, Danaker, the great German sculptor, labored on a statue of Christ.  After his first two years of labor, the statue seemed finished.  What more could he do to add to its perfection?  Well, to test himself, he called a little child into the studio and, directing her attention, said, “Who is that?”  She looked at it and said, “A great man.”  Danaker turned away disheartened.  He felt that the work of those two years was lost.  Taking up his chisel, he began again.  For six years more, he worked and, at the end, he invited another little child into his workshop and stood her before the figure saying, “Who is that?”  She looked up for a moment and then, folding her hands before her answer:  “Suffer little children to come unto me.”  That was enough.  Danaker knew his work was done.  

As people look at you, who do they see?  You or Jesus Christ?  If you say you’re a child of God, you should prove it:  Let Christ be Lord of all.  If you don’t know Him, He wants to enter your life at this very moment and make it what it should be:  A blessing to everyone.  Receive Christ into your life and enjoy all that He has made possible for you through His death and resurrection.  

Father, all of us have fallen far short of the mark.  Some have chosen the broad road, but others of us want to be on the narrow road that leads to life.  Help us to make the right choices and follow the better way with your strength and power.  For, we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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