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Can We Be Sure?                     Dr. J. Allen Blair

Trying to live with a question mark can be extremely disturbing.  Some wonder about their spouse’s love or job security or will their finances hold out.  But worst of all, in my thinking, is the uncertainty of wondering about one’s relationship to God.  Is it possible to be delivered from our sins and have the assurance of eternal life?  Most definitely.  

The question that bothers some people is “Can I be sure that I am saved?”  If we put faith and trust in the Son of God, can we be sure of our salvation?  Is it possible for us to know that we are saved?  To be sure, one can know he is saved.  On the authority of the word of God, he can know that he is saved and ready to meet God.  

We read, in John 3:36, he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.  That word “hath” is in the present tense.  Of course, you know whether you believe in Christ or not.  You know if you have asked Him to come into your life.  If you have and you were sincere, you are saved because God says, He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.  In 1 John 5:11-12, we read, And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

For one to believe on Christ for salvation and then doubt that he’s been truly saved, is to make God a liar - for the verses I have just read declare implicitly he that hath the son hath life.  

Furthermore, whoever calls on Christ for salvation becomes a child of God immediately.  John 1:12 makes this clear.  But as many as received him, to them gave he power (authority) to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.  In Acts 13:38-39, we read, Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:  And by him all that believe are justified from all things.  Every one who believes on Christ is declared no longer guilty of sin.  He is justified from all things.  All his sins are forgiven and, immediately, he becomes the possessor of eternal life.

Do you know why many people who, even though they are sincere, doubt their salvation?  They consider their feelings rather than the word of God.  It is not a question of whether you feel saved or feel forgiven.  The question is:  What does God say in His word?  If you depend on feelings rather than the word of God, you will be confused and unsure.  

There is a book in the Bible that was written for the very purpose that all who believe in Jesus Christ might possess the assurance of salvation.  This book is the first epistle of John.  And, in the fifth chapter, verse 13, we read, These things have I written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life.  What does this verse say as to how we may know?  By the things that are written:  By that which God has stated clearly and emphatically in His word, the Bible.  

Now, of course, there are some people who doubt their salvation because they have a good reason to doubt.  The reason is that they have never really been saved.  In some cases, it is because they do not know how to be saved.  They think by what they do they are going to earn their salvation.  Others trust in their church membership, confirmation, baptism or the sacraments.  They do not possess the assurance of salvation because they are not saved:  they don’t know Jesus Christ.

May I urge you to make sure that you know the Lord?  If you have any doubts, get this important matter settled at this very moment.  Ask the Son of God to come into your life.  You need not expect some great emotional experience.  This transaction is totally reasonable.  It is rational.  Thus, ask Christ to come in and then believe that He has come in as God has stated in His word.  Go about your business, and you may be sure that it will not be long until you are made aware of the fact that something tremendous has happened in your life.  You will come into the realization of God’s wonderful peace.  Though surrounded by turmoil and unrest, you will find in Jesus Christ peace such as you’ve never known before.

One of the outstanding characteristics of the unsaved is that they have no peace.  God says, in Romans 3:17, And the way of peace have they not known.  Isaiah put it this way, in the 57th chapter of his prophecy (verses 20-21):  But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.  There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.  Why, how true this is:  no peace to the wicked.  The unsaved may have a good time for a while as far as the world is concerned, but they do not know peace - true lasting heart-peace - for this is found only in Jesus Christ.

I read about a manufacturer, one time, who made deluxe beds which sold for $7,000 each.  The bed was equipped with a mink bedspread, an adjustable electrically heated mattress and a built-in television, radio and record player.  Well, $7,000 seems to be quite a sum to pay for bodily rest, but the purchasers evidently felt that these beds gave them the rest they desired.  Well, I assure you that even a $7,000 bed will not give rest for your conscience or mind - rest for time and eternity.  This can be experienced only by responding to the invitation of Jesus Christ as He says, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Sin has caused endless unrest in the world, but the Lord Jesus Christ has settled the sin question (for all who believe) by dying for our sins and being raised from the dead.  Happy is the person who can say:

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Come unto me and rest;  

Lay down thou weary one, 

Lay down thy head upon my breast.’  

I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary and worn and sad;  

I found in Him a resting place, 

And He has made me glad.

Have you entered into God’s peace through His Son Jesus Christ?  Do you possess the reality that all your sins have been forgiven?  and that you’re on your way to Heaven?  If there are any doubts at all, I do hope that at this very moment you will respond to Christ’s invitation and come to Him.  Claim Him as your own Savior and Lord.  I assure you that the moment you do you will be saved - saved for all eternity!  You will be a child of God, ready to meet God; prepared for Heaven; forever snatched from the possibility of hell.  Surely, you cannot reject such an invitation.  Just now, if you never have, ask Jesus Christ to come into your life.  Bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I know that you died for my sins and I am sorry for my sins and I receive You as my Savior and Lord.”  Pray that prayer or a similar prayer.  Pray it in your own words.  Let God hear from you, and God will certainly respond to you.  Do it now.

Blessed Lord, we thank You for your Word.  We thank You for the blessed assurance You give that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  May some call upon Him now as we wait before You, for we ask in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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