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God At Work In Us                                      Dr. J. Allen Blair

One of the wonderful things about the Christian life is we are never alone.  No matter what our circumstances are, Christ is with us, for He dwells within us.

Some believers have the idea that the Christian life is a constant struggle to live for God.  If this is your understanding, you have a misconception of the meaning of the Cross, for Christ came not only to die for sin.   In His death, He provided a victory over sin which is the possession of everyone who becomes His follower.   Paul expressed this truth well in Galatians 2:20, where he said, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  There is so much packed into this verse that should be discussed, but I want you to think about just four of the words:  Christ liveth in me.  Have you realized the wonder of this?  Christ is living in you; that is, if you have invited Him to come into your life.  You are never alone.  Regardless of the situations in which you find yourself, Christ is living in you.  The battle is not yours, but God’s.  

A medical doctor who lived a very wicked life became a Christian.  A year later some of his old cronies dropped by to see him.  “When you’re alone,” said one of them, “don’t you sometimes wish you could go and do some of the things we used to do together?”  Replied the doctor, “I might, but you see I’m never alone now.”

Well, this is a marvelous truth.  We are never alone in Jesus Christ.  For He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  So, we may say with boldness, “The Lord is my helper and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”  We don’t have to worry about our circumstances.  We don’t have to be concerned about the future.  Christ is with us and He will not forsake us.  Get hold of this wonderful truth.  Come to the realization that the Christian life is basically the out-living of the in-living Christ.  Jesus Christ lives in you and He wants to work through you.  Don’t try to live the Christian life in your own energy and strength.  You will fail every time you do.  Recognize the importance of a moment by moment dependence upon the Son of God.  Draw upon His resources.

One time, I saw a diver go down to the bottom of the sea to search for valuables on a ship that had sunk.  I was fascinated by what I saw.  I thought this man’s profession was not only interesting but extremely daring.  But I learned an important lesson from the diver.  He did not live on the floor of the sea.  He was at work there.  He was fulfilling his responsibilities.  He was doing his job.  All the time he worked in the depths of the sea, he was actually living up above, for he was drawing his resources not from the sea but from above -- for there was a hose connected to him through which he received air to breath.  

Though you and I work in a world of sin and ungodliness, in Christ we draw our resources from above.  This is what Paul meant when he said, in Ephesians 1:3, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.  Actually, you and I who are saved live in the heavenly places.  This earth is not our home.  We are told, in Hebrews 11:13 that we are strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  We only work here.  We are here to serve Jesus Christ, to be His witnesses.  Actually, we live in the heavenly places.  This is where we get our resources.  We draw upon God, and as He lives His life through us, we are able to face whatever comes in the strength.  But, as I said before, some Christians do not realize this.  They are trying to face life in the energy of the flesh which is practically hopeless.  They lose their temper and they can’t get along with other people.  Why?  Because they are not depending on Christ.  They are saved but still living in the strength of the old nature.  We need to come to the place Paul came to when he said, I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.  Realizing this, Paul thrust himself in helpless dependence upon Jesus Christ.  

A young man appealed for spiritual help to Dr. A. B. Simpson who, over a period of months, displayed a fatherly interest in the young man.  One day, the young fellow said, “Dr. Simpson, I am alright when I am with you, but when I get away from you I don’t seem to have the strength to resist temptation.”  Whereupon the beloved teacher said, “Suppose it were possible for me to get inside of you and live my life in you and through you.  Do you think that would solve your problem?”  “Most assuredly,” replied the young fellow.   “But,” said Dr. Simpson, “you must believe that the Scriptures teach that you have a greater than I living in you.  For every believer has Jesus Christ abiding in his heart.  He is your life.  It is your privilege and duty to let Him live His life in and through you.”  Well, this is a fact that we often overlook:  It is our privilege as believers to let Jesus Christ live His life through us.  Christ liveth in me, Paul declared.  

A little girl reading through a verse in the word of God said, “He that believeth hath internal life.”  It was a misquotation, of course.  But it is so true!  We do have internal life.  It is the life of God within us in the Person of Christ living in and through us.  Get hold of this marvelous truth.  We have Christ within; and with Christ within, the battle we shall win.  Regardless of how strong the outer forces may be, our help is in the Name of the Lord.  Keep in mind, however, that what we are thinking about is a life of dependence.  If you are in the habit of living the Christian life in your own strength, don’t do it any longer.  For this is hopeless in every sense of the word.  It is Jesus Christ who gives the victory.  

Maybe you are wondering how to let Christ live through you.  Talk with Him in prayer.  As you face the obstacles, you simply say, “Lord, You do it.  Give wisdom.  Guide me.”  You will be amazed at the strength you will receive as the result of God’s power working through you.  This is the only way to live the Christian life.  Depend upon yourself for nothing.  We are told in the Scriptures, in 2 Corinthians 5:7, to walk by faith, and not by sight.  What is this other than trusting God for all things?  It is complete dependence upon Jesus Christ our Lord.  The life of faith is the yielded life; the dependent life.  It is giving Christ the right-of-way.

This all begins when you receive Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Maybe you have never done this.  You have tried other ways -- but look at the mess you’re in.  Why not try God’s way?  Why not heed the Scriptures?  God says to you, in the words of Isaiah 1:18, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson; they shall be as wool.  Christ wants to forgive you of every sin you’ve ever committed.  Regardless of what your sins have been or what they are, He will forgive.  This is the promise of His Word.  If you will simply say “Lord, I know I have sinned, I need you, and I now receive You as my Savior and Lord,” He will enter your life never to depart.  While we pray, let Christ become your very own.

Our Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your Son.  We thank You for the price He paid for our sin.  We thank You that whosoever calls upon Him can be saved immediately.  May many call, Lord.  And then, for each of us who know Him, deliver us from self-dependence.  Help us to truly lean on Christ, and trust Him for all things.  Teach us how to look unto Jesus, the Author and finisher of our faith.  This we pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.

Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824

