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Who is Behind it All?              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Some people have a difficult time conceiving that there is a personal God.  They recognize a force or a principle, but “A God of the universe, how can it be?”  Maybe what you are about to hear could help.  So, please keep listening.

One of the most profound messages man has ever heard is found in the first verse of the Bible.  It is given in only ten words, but oh the wealth of meaning there is contained therein.  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  Do you believe that?  “No,” somebody says, “There isn’t any God.”  There isn’t?  I didn’t know that.  For 50 years I have been believing that this wonderful world in which I live was created by God.  By the way, how do you know there isn’t any God?  Can you prove it?  “Well,” you ask, “can I prove there is a God?”  I think I can--

I talk to Him every day.  I have a prayer time when I spread my needs before the Lord, and (the amazing thing is) these prayers get answered:  All my needs are met.  There have been times when I’ve been ill and God has healed me in answer to prayer.  Most of all, some years ago, I heard that Jesus Christ was God’s Son and that He died on the Cross for my sins.  I believed that, and ever since then I’ve had the most wonderful peace anyone could ever want.  I didn’t have that before I believed on Christ.  In fact, something wonderful happened in me:   I didn’t want to do the things I used to do that were not right.  

Now you tell me there is no God.  Who do you think has done all these wonderful things for me?  Did it just happen this way?  I know lots of other people for whom it has not happened.  They haven’t trusted the Lord.  They haven’t believed in Him.  They have lived their lives the way they wanted to; and, if you were to talk to them today, they would tell you how empty and shallow life really is.  It hasn’t been that way for me.  I don’t take any of the credit for it.  I am just simply trying to answer a question to tell you there is a God.  He is very real; and, if I were to die and suddenly discover there isn’t any place called Heaven and there’s no such thing as eternal life, all I can say is I have had a wonderful time getting there (wherever it is) because God has been at work in my life and He’s been so very real.

You don’t really believe there is no God, do you?  You say you do?? Have you looked every place for Him?  “Well, not every place,” you say.  Maybe God is where you haven’t looked; and (the thing of it is) if you did look every place for Him, you wouldn’t see Him because God is Spirit.  You don’t think this great universe in which we live just simply happened, do you?  Nothing “happens.”  Look at the beautiful trees.  Consider the flowers - roses, lilies and many more.  Take a good look at them.  We could never possibly produce anything like this.  The beauty of the flowers cannot be surpassed.  Do you mean to tell me this just happened?  You don’t believe that, do you?  Everything demands a maker.  The watch on your wrist, the house in which you live, the clothes you wear -- these things don’t compare to the world in which you live; and, yet, you’re saying there is no God.  

I hear people from time to time taking the Lord’s name in vain.  It’s “God [this]” and “God [that]” and “God [the other thing],” and so forth.  Some of these people say they don’t believe in God; and, yet, they use His name to swear by.  They are satisfied to have a god to swear by, but none to pray to.  

Maybe you have been depending on the theory that there is no God.  I don’t want to argue with you; but, if you are wrong, you have a pretty horrible end coming.  You see, you are denying the deity of Jesus Christ.  “Oh, no,” you say, “I believe there was a man by the name of Jesus.  He was a good man.  He did nice things for people.”  You are still denying the deity of Jesus Christ.  Since you don’t believe in God, you can’t say that Christ is the Son of God; and, if He is not the Son of God, He is the worst liar that ever walked on this earth because He declared (in John 10:30) that He and the Father are one.   Jesus came to this earth to be more than an example to show people how to live:  He came to die on a Cross and rise again that they might be saved.  If you do not recognize the God of the universe, then you are denying the deity of Jesus Christ.

Now here is what the Bible says in 1 John 2:22-23 -- Who is a liar but he that denyeth that Jesus is the Chirst?  He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.  Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: [but] he that acknowledges the Son hath the Father also.  There is a direct relationship between the Father and the Son.  You can’t have one and deny the other.  Christ is nothing to you if His Father is not God.

Let me read two more verses from 1 John.  Chapter 4 (verses 2-3) -- Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  

Verse two makes it clear that anyone who says Jesus was born of God the Father is of God.  This would be a flat denial of what those who deny a personal God think.  They don’t have a God, so there’s no hope for them.  If they are wrong (which I am convinced they are), when they die they will be lost in hell forever.  How do I know?  Revelation 21:8 tells me so.  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.  The “second death” refers to spiritual death:  the judgment for sin.  It is unlike physical death in that the lost will suffer throughout eternity in hell, separated from the love of God.  Physical death lasts simply a second or two - you close your eyes and you’re dead - but spiritual death is different.

You say, “Well, I haven’t been a murderer or a prostitute or a  .  .  .”  No, but I read about the unbelieving.  You are among that great host of unbelievers throughout the world who have no time for God, who have ignored Him.  To live this kind of life is what I call living dangerously because physical life is so uncertain.  All of us live in the shadow of death every day of our lives.  

Now, let me suggest in the light of what I have been saying that you do a little research.  Don’t take a chance on the thought that it’s all going to work out alright no matter what.  Begin by talking with someone who knows something about the Bible.  Ask questions.  Then, read the Bible for yourself.  Start with John’s Gospel in the New Testament.  Read that Gospel through slowly and carefully and think as you read.  See who Jesus actually is and what He did.  You’ll get a good understanding of why He came into the world.  After you’ve learned something about Him, think about taking Him into your life personally and let Him prove Himself to you.  I guarantee you, if you really take Christ into your life, you will never want to give Him up.  You will say something I have heard scores of other people say:  “Why did I not receive Jesus Christ long ago?”  “Why did I wait so long?”  I said it myself -- and I’ve said it over and over, time and time again.  

My dear friend, there is a God.  This God loves you with an everlasting love.  It could be that you haven’t had any time for Him.  Give Him a chance to prove Himself to you.  He will do that.  Right now, bow your head and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I believe by faith that Jesus Christ died for my sins, and I receive Him as my Savior and Lord.”  Do you know what will happen?  He will come into your life and He will change your life.  He will make Himself known to you and you will agree with everything I have said today because this is what the Bible teaches.  There is a personal God who gave His Son to die on the Cross for you and for me.  Oh, don’t resist Him.  Don’t rebel against Him.  Don’t be so busy that you have no time for Him.  Listen to His voice speaking to you right now.  Come to Him as we pray.

Heavenly Father, we pray that You will open the blinded eyes of some that they may see with spiritual understanding and know that You are there.  Enable them to recognize Jesus as to who and what He is.  May they realize His great love and claim Him as their very own.  We pray this in His Wonderful Name, and ask that You will glorify Yourself through these individuals -- for we ask through and in that Name above every name, even the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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