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    The Important Requisite         Dr. J. Allen Blair

There are two ways for every person to travel.  It is either our way or God’s.  There is no question as to which is the better way.

One of the marks of the last days is lawlessness:  Lack of respect for law and order.  Children are failing to respect their parents.  Students are showing disrespect for those who teach.  Employees have little regard for the authorities in their employment.  Thousands are rebellious toward governmental legislation.  Regrettably, this lawlessness has even found its way into the lives of some who say they are Christians.  Among those who profess to be followers of Christ, there appears to be an obvious disobedience which is displeasing to God.  

Long ago, the Lord declared to His servant (in 1 Samuel 15:22), To obey is better than sacrifice.  You will recall that King Saul disobeyed God and tried to cover up his disobedience by pretending to offer sacrifices.  How common it is for believers to try to cover up their inconsistencies by church-going, Bible reading, praying and the giving of money to the work of the Lord.  There is nothing, I say, nothing! that will satisfy God more than obedience to His revealed will.  There are many unhappy believers because they are either consciously or unconsciously rebelling against God’s will for their lives.  Living for self and the flesh, gratifying the lusts of their sinful hearts, they have become spiritual rebels robbing themselves of the peace of God that passeth all understanding.

The Lord Jesus Christ is not only the Savior for the lost, He is the master for the saved.  When one puts faith and trust in the Son of God, he should realize that such a decision means more than words.  It means action.  To believe on Christ is a pledge to obey His word.  The Lord Jesus said in John 14:15, If ye love me, keep my commandments.  For one to be a professor of Christ and not to live according to the Bible, the profession is a lie.  For one cannot truly love Jesus Christ while disobeying His word.  We may say we believe the Bible.  That’s well and good.  But if we are sincere followers of Christ, we are duty bound to do more than believe the Bible:   We are to obey the Bible.  Throughout the Scriptures there are commandments that God has laid down for His people.  Commandments are not to be “believed;” they are to be obeyed.  When the soldier receives a command from his superior, he is expected to do more than believe.  He must act.  Thus, I repeat, there are many unhappy believers because they are not acting on the commands of the Commander and Chief of the Army of God.  

In 1 John 2:3-4, we read these words:  And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  When a person says he is a Christian and lives in continual disobedience as to what God has declared in His word, there is no question as far as these verses are concerned about the lie of his profession.  God says, regardless of what he may do in the church, if he says he is a believer and does not obey the word of God, he is a liar.  He is not saved.  This is why Jesus said, in Matthew 7:20, by their fruits ye shall know them. If what they do does not match their words, then you can be sure they have never had a real heart experience with God through Christ.

Now, rather than apply this to somebody else, maybe we should apply it to our own life.  In the light of what God has declared in His word, are we really children of God?  One may believe in his head, but this isn’t enough because God says (in Romans 10:9) that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thin heart.  When a person believes in Christ in his heart, he will follow and obey Christ. 

It was during the Civil War that General Lee sent word to Stonewall Jackson informing him that the next time he rode in the direction of headquarters, the commander-in-chief would be glad to see him about a matter of no great importance.  General Jackson received the message and prepared immediately to leave the next morning.  Rising very early, he rode the eight miles to Lee’s headquarters against a storm of wind and snow and arrived just as General Lee had finished breakfast.  Much surprised, Lee asked why Jackson had come through such a storm and so early.  General Jackson replied, “But you said you wished to see me --  Sir, your slightest wish is a supreme command to me.”  

This is the way Christians ought to react toward the commands of Christ.  We cannot expect an unsaved man to obey Christ.  But after one comes to the Lord, it is obligatory that he obey Christ in every sense of the word.  Of course, I realize that it is impossible to do this in our own strength.  This is why we need to spend time in prayer each morning before we enter into the activities of the day.  We need this time of waiting on God and calling upon Him to walk well-pleasing in His sight.  Then, throughout the day, we must call upon Him many times.  Should we yield to temptation, immediately we must confess to Him and claim His forgiveness.  This will assure continued fellowship with Him.  We can trust Him to enable us to walk in a manner that pleases Him and honors His Name.  

No, you and I cannot do this in our own strength.  We shall fail and fail repeatedly.  God must do it through us.  This is what we call the life of dependence that is spoken about so frequently in the word of God.  Jesus said, in John 15:5, without me ye can do nothing.  He meant what He said.  Never forget we are living in bodies of flesh - weak, frail, sinful flesh.  The flesh never improves.  If anything, it gets worse.  But living in us is the third Person of the Trinity:  the Holy Spirit.  It is He who guides us and leads us in the will of God as we depend upon Him for direction.  Of course, if we choose to run our own lives, God will let us do it.  He is not a tyrant.  He is a God of grace and love.  But oh the misery of the self-ordered life, the heartache of disobedience!  Saul disobeyed God and lost his kingdom.  Moses disobeyed God and failed to reach the promise land.  David disobeyed God and lost the joy of his salvation.  Solomon disobeyed God and his kingdom was divided.  Samson disobeyed God and lost his God-given strength.  Jonah disobeyed God and was swallowed by a great fish.  

What are you going through at this moment?  Well, maybe it is the result of your disobedience.  There is nothing superior in the plan of God to obedience.  Check up on your own life and then talk to the Lord about it.  Where there is disobedience, ask Him for the strength to overcome.  And for my unsaved friends who are listening, you need Jesus Christ.  Happiness in living is found in obedience to the Son of God.  Come to Christ now, will you?   Bow your head and invite Him into your life.

Lord, we have failed You many, many times but You have never failed us.  Give us the strength and the wisdom to please You and to do Your will.  For those who have come to You today, Lord, grant that You will give them the strength to walk in the light, as You are in the light, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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