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         How Thankful Are You?             Dr. J. Allen Blair

A common courtesy anyone can use is to say “thank you;” and, yet, how often we take thoughtful kindnesses for granted.   Especially is this true relative to God’s marvelous grace which is at work in everyone’s life.

Martin Luther is reported to have said, “As it is the job of the shoemaker to care for shoes and the tailor to care for clothes, so it is the supreme business of the Christian to offer continual praise to the Lord.”  The apostle Paul wrote (in Ephesians 5:20),  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Is it not true that it is far easier to ask God for things than to thank God for things?  So often we are like the nine lepers who (after they were healed) failed to return to give thanks.  Listen to what Isaiah the prophet said in the 25th chapter of his book (verse 1), O LORD, thou art my God;  I will exalt thee,  I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth.  Is this your attitude?  If you are a Christian, it should be.  You ought to be able to say, “I will exalt Thee, I will praise Thy Name; for Thou hast done wonderful things!”  God has done wonderful things for us, but most of us are too busy to count the blessings He has showered upon us.  As the result, we do little by way of giving thanks.

One time, a well-known Christian went to a specialist who operated on him.  The afflicted person was so helped that he sat down (after he had paid the doctor’s fee) and wrote a letter of thanks.  In a day or two, he received a reply from the surgeon saying he was going to keep the letter among his prized possessions as it was the first letter of thanks he had ever received.  This sounds incredible, doesn’t it?  Doubtless, hundreds of patients had been helped by this specialist; but not a one of them (until this gentleman) ever thought to sit down and write a letter of thanks.  I suppose most of them were thankful in their minds, but it never reached their fingertips.

Listen to Colossians 2:6-7, As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.   Did you hear that last phrase?  Abounding therein with thanksgiving!  Christians are supposed to abound with thanksgiving; and, yet, I find that many times Christians are about as thoughtless as anybody else.  David said, in Psalm 68:19, Blessed be the LORD, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation.  You know as well as I that God is pouring blessings upon us constantly.  For this reason, we should take time to bless God for all He is doing.  Don’t forget to praise Him.  He says, in Psalm 50:23, Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me.  Praise glorifies the Lord.  

Some people don’t glorify the Lord very often, do they? For they never praise Him.  I like to think of that certain woman who kept what she called her “treasure book.”  In this little diary, she wrote down all the happy occurrences that took place.  Then, whenever she became discouraged or downcast, she simply resorted to her treasure book recalling some of the happy incidents.  In this way, she could change her gloomy outlook to one of praise.  Well, that’s a pretty good idea, isn’t it?  All of us need to remember the wonderful things God has done for us.  We forget all too quickly.  Listen to the psalmist:  His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  Many people have praise in their hearts.  They exalt the Lord in their homes or to themselves.  Yet, they never really use their mouths to praise the Lord to the rest of the world.  Those who don’t know the Savior never hear them.  How are you using your testimony of praise?  Are you content merely to be a silent witness?  One test of a believer’s spiritual state is his ability to praise the Lord at all times.  

Have you ever really thought about the words found in Habakkuk 3:17 -18?  Mark these two verses in your Bible.  They are so important.  Here God’s servant says, Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls:  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  There couldn’t be anything more optimistic than this.  Though everything seemed to be going wrong, the man of God refused to grumble.  Look at the world situation today.  It is appalling.  Some of you are suffering severe losses in business.  Others are having marital problems. Even your mate who should be true to you more than anyone else has failed you.  You have problems in business.  You have problems in the home.  Possibly, Christian friends have let you down.  There are other difficulties.  What is your attitude in the light of these adversities?  Give up?  Throw it all to the winds?  Ah, listen.  Habakkuk had been through all kinds of trouble.  What did he say?  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the god of my salvation.  This is the thankful heart of which God has been speaking.  

David said, in Psalm 103:1, Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.   How can anyone say this when everything is seemingly adverse?  Well, I’ll tell you how.  In one of our hymns, we sing these words:  “Yesterday, to day, for ever, Jesus is the same; all may change, but Jesus never; Glory to His Name.”  We read in Hebrews 13:8, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.  This is how the child of God can live on an even keel.  Circumstances may change.  Events may change.  Styles may change.  Customs may change.  People may change.  But Jesus Christ never changes.  He is the same - yesterday, today and forever.  Because He does not change, we may have the perfect peace of God regardless of what comes our way.

Let me ask, do you know Jesus Christ?  Have you really taken Him into your life?  It is very possible that the reason you are so downcast and discouraged is that you have never definitely received the Son of God.  His Name is meaningless as far as you are concerned.  You cannot say “He is my Savior, my Lord.”  You need Jesus Christ.  Why?  For the very good reason that as long as we are in the body we will be assaulted by sin.  We face a cunning foe:  Satan, the Arch-deceiver.  We are surrounded by an alluring world which presents a thousand attractions.  We have a traitor in the camp -- the flesh is ever seeking to gain control.  None of us in our own strength is capable of overcoming this mighty destroyer.  Certain defeat is the inevitable result of mere attempting.  The Lord Jesus Christ who is our refuge from the penalty of sin is also our deliverer from its power.  

If you never have, I urge you, at this moment to make your decision for Jesus Christ.  Receive Him into your life by faith; and, then, you will be able to praise Him.  You will have a song on your lips because of His provision and care.  Jesus is a wonderful Savior.  He never fails His own.  As we walk by faith day-by-day, and trust Him for all things, He continually ministers to our needs.  He wants to care for you, dear friend, but you must make that decision.  God will not force Himself upon you.  He will not compel you to come; but He gently knocks at your heart’s door and says, “May I come in?”  I hope you’ll open the door.  I hope you will let Him in, right now, as we bow our heads and pray together.

Blessed God, we look to You today on behalf of those who need You.  Doubtless, countless thousands listening to this broadcast wherever it goes out have never met you personally through your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  May they turn to Him now, Lord, and say “Jesus, I realize that You died for my sins and by faith the best way I know, I reach out and receive of Him.  I trust Him as my Savior and Lord.”  Father, we know You will hear these prayers and You will answer, and we praise You for it.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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