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     Songs in the Night               Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you able to sing when everything seems to be running in reverse?  Few people can.  It is possible.  I want to tell you how.  So, please stay with us.

One of Job’s comforters was a man by the name of Elihu.  Though he was a wise man, he was lacking in spiritual discernment.  Trying to analyze the cause for Job’s extreme suffering, he came to the conclusion that anyone who is tried and troubled such as Job was suffering because he dwelled on his fears and frustrations rather than saying, It is God my maker who giveth songs in the night.  What Elihu said could be said of many people, but it was not true of Job.  

Well there are many people who look in every direction but the right direction in seeking an escape from their troubles.  Rather than saying, It is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night, they turn to fleshly means in their quest for an escape from their burdens.  There is no one without his nights - nights of sorrow, nights of pain, nights of bewilderment, nights of doubt, nights of anxiety, nights of fear, and many, many more --  but for one who believes in Jesus Christ, there is wonderful hope.  God gives him songs in the night.  He can face the calamities of life with peace and confidence within his heart.  

Job makes it clear in that it is God who giveth songs in the night.  Our friends cannot give songs in the night.  Even you or I cannot compose songs in the night.  God gives them.  He never learns about our sorrows; He knows all about them.  He knows just what we need and when we need it.  Thus, He can provide songs in the midst of the darkest night.  It is not natural for us to sing in the midst of trouble.  Few of us even think of singing during our anxiety.  But, regardless, God gives us songs within and a comforting peace that the people of the world know nothing about.  

After Moses led the children of Israel through the Red Sea, the great leader composed a song that started out with the words, The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.  It is a wonderful song.  It is a song of victory and tremendous achievement.  But, really, it was not difficult for Moses to sing after the enemy was destroyed.  Do you think he could have composed a song before Pharaoh and his soldiers were drowned, while the darkness of fear and doubt surrounded God’s chosen people?  I doubt it.  But our God giveth songs even in the midst of this kind of darkness.  

How does one get a song in the night?  Well, there are several ways.  First, reflect on the past.  In the midst of your deepest trial, look back.  Consider what God has done for you.  Remind yourself of His faithfulness and His unfailing grace.  Consider the other nights you have experienced, and how (with His great love) God undertook for you.  Even more important, recall how you were lost in the dark night of sin without God and without hope.  You were blind, a slave to sin; groping about in the darkest night.  Suddenly, you heard a voice saying, Come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy ladened; and I will give you rest.  You realized that this was the voice of the Son of God inviting you to eternal salvation, calling you from the darkness of sin to the sunshine of God’s great love.  You believed.  You trusted in Him.  And you were forgiven, eternally forgiven, of all your sins.  A new day dawned -- a day that has never ended and a day that will continue even after you leave this earth, passing through the night of death to go to be with the Lord.  Be reminded that where you are going there will be no night, neither is there need of the sun.  For Christ is the Light.  Even now, Christ is the Light of the world.  Remind yourself, time and time again, of your wonderful deliverance through the eternal Son of God.  

Maybe I am speaking to some who feel that you are in the midst of the darkest night of your life.  You are not alone.  There are others, and there have always been others.  Think of Jonah imprisoned in the belly of the fish, dropping down to the bottom of the mountains.  Or, Job - his children gone and he remaining -- agonizing in pain.  Or, our Lord - hanging on the Cross; suffering, bleeding for the sins of the world.  These were dark nights, but God gave a song in the night.  Jonah was delivered from the fish’s belly.  Job was blessed more than he had ever been before.  Christ was raised from the dead.  Never forget it.  God your maker giveth songs in the night.  Whatever the night may be in your life, He can give a song.  

Most of us are quite disturbed as we look around us and visualize the conditions of our day.  With immorality, apostasy, and open rebellion to the laws of God on every hand, we conclude and rightfully say that we are living in the nighttime of civilization.  But the believer in Jesus Christ need not be discouraged.  God says the night is far spent, but the day is at hand.  What is the day that is at hand?  The day of redemption when the Lord Jesus will return.  After telling us of some of the things we might expect during the nighttime of civilization, God says to the believer, When you see theses things come to pass, lift up your heads; for your redemption drawth nigh.  The Lord is coming back.  When He comes, it will be daytime, never to be night again -- for He shall dry all the tears.  For His own, there will be no more pain, no more death and no more sorrow.  He giveth songs in the night.

Friend, do you know Jesus Christ as your very own?  I don’t mean do you know about him.  Have you had a personal heart experience with Jesus Christ whereby you have claimed Him as your Savior and Lord?  If not, I invite you to receive Him right now as we pray together.  Then, I hope you’ll write to us and tell us about your decision and ask for our free literature to help you to grow in the Christian life.  And be sure that you get in a good church where the Bible is taught, where they have morning and evening services, where they have a mid-week service; so that you can be strengthened in the things of the Lord.  And, then, meet with God each morning.  Open the word of God and let Him speak to your heart; and, then, get on your knees and you talk to God and cast all your burdens on Him.  And, throughout the day, talk to other people about Christ.  Tell them that you have decided for Him and invite them to decide for Him.  It is a wonderful life to walk with the Lord, for He giveth songs in the night.

Father, we pray for many of Your children who are going through nights of sorrow right now.  Give them a song as only You can.  Then, Father, for those lost in the night of sin, grant that they may claim the Savior, the only Savior, Christ Jesus the Lord.  This I pray in His Holy Name and ask, God, that You’ll glorify Yourself in many lives right now, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
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