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Worthless Speech                   Dr. J. Allen Blair

Some people are very meticulous about the clothes they wear and how they wear them while, at the same time, they are extremely careless about how they talk about other people.  Do you run people down and say unkind things about them?  If so, I hope you will stay tuned for Glad Tidings.

In one of the Psalms, there is a verse of Scripture that is extremely worthwhile.  It is found in Psalm 39:1 where David said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue.  How careless we often are in what we say.  We sin with the tongue frequently.  I suppose most of us could say, “I am not guilty of adultery . . . I have never committed murder  . .  . I do not steal  .  . .”  But, day after day, time and time again, we commit sin with the tongue in that we degrade the character and reputation of others.  Do you realize that gossip is about as destructive as a deadly poison?  It is far more destructive than stealing, drinking, or physical assault.  If a person steals from another, the object can be returned or replaced.  If an individual gets drunk, he can sober up.  If he assaults someone, the wounds will eventually heal.  But a person who gossips starts a fire that cannot be quenched.  The damage cannot be undone.  The words cannot be recalled.

Gossip and slander are worse than robbing a man of all his material possessions.  This is why the apostle James had so much to say about the tongue.  In the 3rd chapter of his epistle (in verse 2) he says, If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.   Verse 6:  And the tonge is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.  And, then, the next two verses, seven and eight:  For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  

Well this is so true.  The tongue can no man tame.  Only God can bring the tongue under control.  This demands a life of full and complete submission to God’s control.  Only then can we enjoy victory that cannot be experienced in any other way.  How often, when a Christian brother backslides; rather than go to him with love and try to get him reestablished in his fellowship with the Lord, we condemn him.  We talk about him, we gossip.  Probably our sin is worse than his.  For God says, in Galatians 6:1, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.   And, then (in the next verse) he continues, Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  You see from these verses, if we do not help our weaker brother, the apostle says we shall be tempted.  Tempted to do what?  Talk about him; run him down; abuse him by our words.  So Paul tells us, rather than fall into this error, go to him and try to lift him up because it is just as much our responsibility to bear his burden as it is for him.  For as believers in Christ, we are to bear one another’s burdens.  

It is worthwhile not to talk about anyone.  We don’t know all the circumstances.  Rarely do we have the complete picture.  We just get pieces of the story and then what we don’t have we fill in and the facts become distorted.  And God says this is sin.  

In some homes during Sunday dinner following a morning worship service, the family has roast preacher.  Father and mother seem to enjoy criticizing the preacher and his message.  Do you know what this does to the children who listen?  Well, one thing it does is to cause them to lose respect for their pastor.  They feel if what my father and mother are saying is true, this man is not worth listening to.  And, before long, the children are completely turned off.  They don’t say anything at the time, but after a while they say to the parents, “I don’t want to go to that church.”  And then, ironically, the parents force them to go - blaming their children for lack of interest when (in reality) the whole problem is the result of an uncontrolled tongue on the part of the parents.  

The second thing that can happen is that the children, as far as the church is concerned, can be turned off forever.  They recognize the hypocrisy of their parents who tell the pastor they enjoyed the message, but behind his back they offer their criticisms.  This can be a very dangerous thing.  I have talked with young people who have no interest in the church or things spiritual simply because careless parents did not consider what they spoke about in the home.  

Here are a few lines of poetry entitled The Unkind Word.  





How like an arrow is a word





 At random often speeding;





To find a target never meant





 And set some heart a bleeding





Oh, pray that Heaven may seal the lip





Ere unkind words are spoken;





For Heaven itself cannot recall 





When once That seal is broken

Even Heaven itself cannot recall the unkind words that we speak.  They are gone forever.  This is why we need to pray in the words of the psalmist which we find in Psalm 141:3, Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.  

But let’s think of another important phase of this subject.  Suppose someone says something that is unkind about us or criticizes us and it comes to our attention.  How should we react?  Well, first of all, we ought to face the criticism realistically and ask ourselves is this true?  Maybe what people are saying about us is true.  Because of our pride, we don’t want to hear it; and, thus we retaliate with something worse.  Let’s be fair with ourselves and with the other person.  Maybe it is not gossip.  It may be the truth.  If it is, we should be thankful and do something about it.  On the other hand, if people are gossiping about us and we are convinced that it is purely gossip, be very careful - we are on dangerous ground.  We should not fight back, but keep Psalm 19:14 foremost in our mind - Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  We should not allow hatred to brew in our heart.  We must be careful of what we say.  Never run down a brother or sister in Christ because he or she has said some unkind word about you.  Be honoring to the Lord by saying only those things that will truly exalt Him and respect your neighbor.

I recall the little children who were memorizing The Beatitudes of Jesus in Sunday school one Sunday morning.  When they came to “Blessed are the meek,” the teacher asked, “Who are the meek?”  After a short pause, a little boy spoke up and said, “The meek are those who give soft answers to rough questions.”  I like that:  soft answers to rough questions.  What blessing we could enjoy; what fellowship we could know among God’s people, if only we gave soft answers to rough questions.  Well, God gives us some advice right along this line in Proverbs 15:1, where He says, A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.  Let’s be very careful about how we speak.

And, my friend, maybe your real problem is that you need a new heart.  You’ve never really been converted.  God says to those of you who will believe, A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you.  This may be what you really need.  Put your faith and trust in the Living Christ, for He can control the tongue.

Our Father, we turn to You in humble repentance.  We have said so many things that have injured our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are sorry.  Help us to speak in a manner that will truly exalt you.  Get hold of us, God.  And, for those who need a new heart, we pray that You will draw them to Yourself right now as they trust in Jesus.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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