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       Caring for the Needy         Dr. J. Allen Blair

How many people do you know who were really concerned about you when you were sick or in need of any kind of help?  I don’t think there were many who sincerely sought to help, were there?  Well, this tells us something, doesn’t it?  I hope you will stay for the rest.

There is a meaningful story that comes from the pen of one of the old writers who tells of the soldier who on a very cold sub-zero night was on duty at his post.  A working man, on his way home from the factory where he worked, shortly after midnight, saw the plight of the soldier.  The man took off his coat, and handing it to the soldier, said, “Here, I will soon be home.  Put this on to get through the night.”  The cold was so intense that the soldier was found frozen to death in the morning.  

Sometime afterward, the factory worker was on his deathbed, and in a dream saw Jesus appear to him.  The sick man said (in his dream), “You have my coat on.”  “Yes, it is the coat you leant to me that cold night while I was on duty and you were on your way home from work.”

Well, this is only a story, but it presents a worthy principle.  Indeed, this benevolent spirit should be the attitude of every true believer in Jesus Christ.  We ought to be living not for ourselves, but for other people.  Now the story I just told you reminds me of the words of the Lord Jesus, found in Matthew 25:35-36, where He said, For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meant:  I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:  I was a stranger, and ye took me in:  Naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me:  I was in prison, and ye came unto me.  When the child of God helps someone else in the name of Jesus, he does it for the Lord Himself.

This is what Jesus said in this same 25th chapter of Matthew, verse 40, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  Thank God for those Christians who, like Christ, live not for themselves, but for those around them.  It was Reverend George A. Milner who said, “One way to measure the value of one’s religion is to find out just how far it reaches beyond the house where he lives.”  

You see, we are prone to think about our own family, our own home, our own business, and our own obligations while all around us there is misery and suffering.  How different from our Lord.  Never did He think of Himself or His own needs.  It was always the needs of others.  How many times you and I in the midst of our trials have lifted our hearts to God in prayer?  Did He answer?  Yes, He did.  In His own time and providence, He lifted the burden and gave us comfort.  But, be sure of this, He did not give us comfort to make us comfortable.  He gave us comfort to make us comforters.  He comforted us that we might comfort others.  God’s grace is never manifested for selfish purposes, but that we might use it to relieve the sufferings of others.

Listen to the words of 2 Corinthians 1:3-4.  Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.  God comforts us in all our trials that we may be able to comfort them which are in trouble.  

I have found (and I am sure that you have found it to be true also) that the best way to get your mind off yourself and off your own problems is to get it on others and their problems.  The Bible says, Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  It is hard to explain, but it is true.  When we bear the burdens of others, our own seems to get lighter.  How the heart of God must be cheered by those who unselfishly give of themselves and all they have in a ministry to help the needy.  Regrettably, there are not too many of this kind of believers in the world; but, here and there, we find some who have gotten the victory over the selfish life, and through a Christ-centered life have learned to give rather than get.

One day, Daniel Webster, on his way home from the law courts stopped to see his daughter, Mrs. Appleton, who was dying.  As he entered her room, she looked up and said, “Father, why are you out on such a cold day without your coat?”  The great lawyer left the room, sobbing as he exclaimed, “Dying, yet she thinks of me!”  Such a spirit reminds me of the Lord Jesus Christ as He hung on the Cross, dying for the sins of the world; and, yet, in the presence of His persecutors and murderers, He cried out, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.  How we need to pray that God will put within our hearts this same spirit of love and concern for all those around us, even our enemies.  For, remember, Jesus said (in Matthew 5:44), Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.  

It is easy to love those who love us.  It is a very simple matter to love the lovely.  But Christ said we are to love the unlovely.  We are to love those who hate us and to be sure, love, if it is real and sincere, must be demonstrated.  It must be proved.  It is not enough to say, “I love you.”  Love must be evidenced.  

Any believer who is walking in fellowship with God, whose heart is right with God, will not find it difficult to love everyone.  Nor will he find it a burden to be kind, gracious and helpful to everyone.  If it is a burden, maybe he has never really met the Lord.  This could be your problem.  It is very possible that you need Christ; that the love of Christ might be manifested through your life.  You have been selfish, unkind, bitter, envious, with a determination to get even with someone?  Oh, my friend, let Christ transform your life.  You’re only injuring yourself.  You know you are miserable in your present circumstances.  Take Jesus Christ into your life.  Let Him give you His love; and, then, let Him live through you, and manifest His love through you to others.  This is the really blessed life.  So, I urge you to come to Jesus Christ right now.  Get things settled.  Then, after you make your decision, write to us.  Tell us about it.  And we’ll send you some free helpful literature.  I’ll give the address in just a minute.  

Let’s pray together.  Father, we pray for those who need You today.  May they not in anyway be deterred from coming to You.  Draw them to Yourself, I pray.  Exalt Your Name through them.  And, for Your people, fill us with Your love, that we shall not live for ourselves, but for others.  This I pray and ask in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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