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Now is the Time                    Dr. J. Allen Blair

I am firmly convinced that there is nothing in life as important as a personal relationship to Jesus Christ.  And, yet, many thousands of people go through life without ever giving any thought to this grave and pressing issue.

The best thing in the world some people could say to God is “Lord, I’m coming home.”  

Some years ago, the steamship Central America, on route from New York to San Francisco, sprang a leak in mid-ocean.  This happened before the invention of radio.  So, the crew hoisted a distress signal.  A passing ship, seeing the signal, came close to the Central America and got the message that the Central America was sinking slowly.  The captain of the rescue ship offered to transfer the passengers immediately, but was told to wait until morning.  “You had better let me take the passengers on board now,” he remonstrated.  But the same reply was given, “Wait until morning.” 

 About an hour and a half passed and the Central America plunged to the bottom of the sea and all on board were lost.  Everyone on the ship perished because the captain thought they could have been saved better at another time.  There is an important lesson here for many in our day:  God in His word says (in 2 Corinthians 6:2), Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  From this verse we see that the time to get saved and prepared for eternity is right now.  And, yet, many people choose to wait - putting God off while ignoring their own need of salvation.

In Isaiah 1:18, God declares, Come now, and let us reason together.  “Now” is the time to come to the Lord and get right with Him.  A person is on dangerous ground when he puts God off.  How many there are who are so involved in this life that they give no thought to eternity.  They are busy making money or pursuing a life of pleasure while failing to realize that God has a claim on their soul.  Dear friend, hear me.  If you have been careless in your thoughts about God, if you are living for today and forgetting about tomorrow, realize that as there is a Heaven there is also a hell.  The Bible declares that The soul that sinneth, it shall surely die.  The wages of sin is death.  There is no second chance after death.  Today is the only time you own.  In Proverbs 27:1, God says, Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.  Tomorrow belongs to God.  Today belongs to you.  

In the year 1821, a young man who had just completed his law training sat alone one morning in the office of a lawyer in New York State.  He was to begin his apprenticeship with the older man.  The young lawyer was Charles G. Finney.  And it was in that office on that day that the Lord dealt with Finney in a remarkable way.  Sitting at his new desk and scanning the future, young Finney asked himself a number of questions.  He then answered those questions candidly.  “Finney,” he began, “What are you going to do when you finish your apprenticeship?”  “Hang out my shingle and practice law, of course.”  “What then?”  “Why, make a lot of money!”  “What then?”  “Why, when I get rich I shall retire.”  “What then?”  “Well, I’ll die.”  “What then?”  As clear as day, a portion of Scripture came to Finney’s mind - It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.  His whole body trembling, Finney rushed out of the office and ran into the woods some few hundred yards distance.  All day he remained there in prayer, vowing that he would not return either to his office or his home until he found peace with God and settled his life’s work.  He saw himself as he was - sinful and selfish -- and he gave his life over to the Lord for Him to use.

Leaving the woods in the early evening, Charles G. Finney stepped forth with a faith in God that was never to be lost.  Later, God used him mightily as a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This all began when Finney came to the Lord and received God’s wonderful salvation.

There are many in our day like Finney before his conversion, living for this world, living for self, with no regard for eternity.  If this should be your situation, do not delay to make the most important decision anyone needs to make.  Have you really met Christ?  Be careful, now.  Don’t answer too quickly.  Many think they have simply because they go to church.  Do not be deceived into thinking that you are prepared for eternity because you go to church.  The church cannot save.  It is Jesus Christ the Son of the Living God who gave Himself for us on the Cross.  For salvation, you need a personal relationship with the Son of God, the Living Christ. 

The Bible says, Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.  Some people make a mental acceptance of Christ.  This is not necessarily salvation.  The decision must come from the heart.  If it is, the result will be new life.  For one to say he has believed on Christ while continuing to live in sin is to deny and to betray Him.  This is to give Christ a Judas kiss.  To the guilty ones Jesus declares, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  

The hypocrite seems to get by for awhile.  He fools some people, but he cannot fool himself.  Nor can he fool God.  Man looketh on the outward appearance, but God looketh on the heart.  He sees the corruption of the wicked heart.   In Isaiah 3:9, God says (concerning hypocrisy), They hide it not.  Woe unto their soul! for they have rewarded evil unto themselves.  In Ezekiel 28:3, the prophet declares, there is no secret that they can hide from thee, O God.  God knows all things from the beginning to the end.  He knows whether or not one’s experience is real.  

What about it?  Is it real, as far as you are concerned?  I am not talking about your neighbor, or your wife, or your husband.  I am speaking to you.  Do you know Jesus Christ is the Lord of your life?  Have you definitely received Him as your Savior and Lord?  Oh hear the voice of God speaking to you from His word at this moment as He says, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy ladened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart.  God wants to work in your life.  He wants to make living worthwhile.

I read in our newspaper about a man disgusted with life who slashed his wrists with a razor blade.  A few minutes later, I read of a woman who put a bullet into her temple.  Oh that these restless and dissatisfied lives could have come to Jesus Christ and found the peace He gives.  You may need Him today.  If so, take Him into your life right now.  You will never be sorry.

Blessed God, we thank You that You are willing to enter the life of any one who, by faith, invites Christ to become Savior and Lord.  Grant, dear God, that many listening will receive Jesus at this moment and enter into eternal salvation, for I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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