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          Are You An Atheist?               Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you worship God?   Maybe you are thinking “Not me.  There isn’t any God.”  How do you know that?  Have you really looked for Him, or did you hear one of your college professors simply say “There is no God.”  

Every once in awhile I meet someone who declares himself to be an atheist.  God’s appraisal of an atheist is found in Psalm 53:1 where He says, The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.  Now you see, God calls the atheist a fool.  That’s pretty strong language, isn’t it?  Well, I’m willing to go along with what God says because if a person doesn’t believe in a Creator, he must be blind to everything around him.  It is not possible to look in any direction without seeing the handiwork of our great God.  Creation doesn’t simply happen.  

The story is told of an atheist who met a friend on the street and stopped to talk.  After conversing a few minutes, the friend looked at his watch to get the time.  The friend remarked that he had a very wonderful and valuable watch:  He said, “I never have to touch it in any way.  It keeps excellent time.”  The atheist says, “What make is it?”  “Oh, no make at all,” said his friend.  “Well, what company manufactured it?” asked the atheist.  “Why, no company.”  “Well then how did it get made?”  “Oh,” he said, “It wasn’t made, it just happened.”  Said the atheist, “You’re being unreasonable; there is no sense to what you’re saying.”  Said the friend, “Are you telling me that my watch which is so wonderfully made and so beautifully designed is absolute proof that there had to be a designer and someone execute that design?”   “Certainly,” said the atheist.  “At the same, you boast that you don’t believe in a personal God; that this remarkable world in which we live just happened without a mind, without a designer.  This is unreasonable.”  

Well, it surely is.  Things just don’t happen.  You know that and I know that.  This is definitely true in the universe in which we live.  Get hold of the truth of John’s Gospel, chapter one, verse 3 - God says, All things were made by him and without him was not anything made that was made.  Now, put along side of that Colossians 1:16-17, For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by Him; and for him:  And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.  Don’t overlook these truths of the Scriptures.  If you have any doubts about a living God who created the world and all that is in it, search the Scriptures and use your intelligence to consider all the wonders of nature that surround you.

People ask the question, “If there is a God, why don’t we see Him?”  Well, that’s His business, not ours.  Are you one of those individuals who says “If I could see God, I would believe in Him”?  Well, I guarantee you if that’s the case you will never believe in Him because God the Father cannot be seen by man.  Being the Sovereign Creator of the universe and everything in it, He has the right to set His own standards (which He has done).   

I recall reading about the atheist who said to a Quaker, “Have you ever seen God?  Have you ever felt God?  Have you ever smelled God?  And you say you have a God.”  Well, after a long pause, the Quaker replied, “Hast thou ever seen thy brains?  Hast thou ever felt thy brains?  Hast thou ever smelled thy brains?  And thou sayest thou hast brains.”  

Well, you may be wondering how I know there is a God.  There is absolutely no doubt in my mind.  When I take time to pray to God every morning and evening and many times during the day, do you think He hears me?  Why, of course He does.  How do I know that?  Because of the hundreds and hundreds of answers to prayer I have experienced.  God is a miracle-working God.  There are no limits to what He can do, other than the limits our lack of faith puts on Him.  He is Sovereign in every sense of the word.  We are weak but He is strong.  

As we consider the remarkable advances of technology in our modern society, it is simply amazing.  When I think of some of the equipment we have in our radio studio which I never imagined could be a possibility when I started out broadcasting many years ago, it simply astounds me.  Well, let me ask, what could you compare with the faculties in the human body?  No machine has ever been constructed that is as efficient as man himself.  Where could we find a pump as perfect as a human heart?  If we treat it right, it stays on the job for more than 600,000 hours making 4,320 strokes while pumping 15 gallons an hour.  What could compare to our nervous system?  There is no radio as efficient as the voice and the human ear; no camera as perfect as the human eye; no ventilating plant as wonderful as the nose, lungs and skin; and no electrical switchboard can compare with the spinal cord.  All this evidence of God’s creation cannot be ignored.  God is there.  He is there for you to be your Friend and your Helper.  Don’t ignore Him.  Don’t think you can live without Him.  If you do, you will miss much that many of us are enjoying because we have trusted in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, as our Savior and Lord.  Face the facts.  Analyze them.  Search the Scriptures.  Get into God’s word.  See what took place thousands of years ago and read about what has taken place ever since as God rules the universe.  

Many of us have been blessed by C.S. Lewis’ books.  You may know he was an atheist before he believed on Christ.  He rejected the idea of a divine being because of all the injustice in the world; but, after a while, he asked himself where he had gotten the idea of justice in the first place, and then he had a problem.  He writes, “Man doesn’t call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line.  What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust?”  You see, Lewis realized that his case for atheism was too simple.  Injustice in the world, in fact, pointed to a God who Himself set the standard of justice.  

Someone has asked the question wisely, “How can we know what is evil if we deny God who is good.”  That’s why I am beseeching you to do some looking around.  Don’t be blind to the created world in which you live.  God is there.  He is every place you are and much more.  He is not an unknown god.  He is known very well by millions of people in the world.  How did they get to know Him?  Through His Son, Jesus Christ, who came into the world not to call the righteous to repentance, but sinners.  And, not only that, He came to die for the sins of everyone, which includes you and me.  He went to Calvary not for His own sins, because He didn’t have any.  He went to Calvary for our sins.  But, unless we are willing to humble ourselves and say, “God, I know I am a sinner --  I realize that Jesus Christ died for my sins and right now I invite Him to become my Savior and Lord,” we shall never be saved and discover the joy and peace that comes into a life that trusts in the Living Christ.  If you have doubts about the existence of God or Jesus His Son, cast doubts aside.  Take a step of faith right now and tell God that you are ready to do business with Him.  I guarantee you He will do business with you.

Blessed God, I thank You that we can communicate with You and I praise You that in many, many ways You communicate with us.  It its my prayer today that some who have not come to the realization of a personal God, will come to know You by trusting Christ and receiving Him as their very own Lord and Master.  I ask this in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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