(Tape No. 237)

    Anger - Good and Bad!                 Dr. J. Allen Blair

Billy Graham was heard to say, “Hot heads and cold hearts never solved anything.”  Usually, if a person is given to fits of anger he has a cold heart that needs to be warmed with the love of God.  The Lord will help anyone who wants to be helped.

Do you ever get angry?  I suppose you do.  Most people do, on occasion.  It’s part of our emotional makeup.  We were created with the potential for anger; but, of course, that doesn’t mean it should be abused.  The Bible tells us there is good anger and bad anger.  In Ephesians 4:26, we read, Be ye angry, and sin not.  That’s good anger.  What the verse means is that we should be angry against sin.  Now, that doesn’t mean we are to be angry with the sinner.  No sir!  We need to get so angry against sin that we do something about the situation. 

You know, I get angry about abortion.  I think this is one of the worst evils that ever came into the United States, and I am chagrined that our government permits the slaughter of millions of babies.  In my thinking, this is totally inhuman and barbaric.  Consequently, I want to do anything I can to help prevent this practice which, in my thinking, is blatant sinfulness against God.  I get angry against crime.  Many people work hard and do right and then someone comes along, breaks into their home and steals their possessions.  That makes me angry.  I get angry when some people offend innocent people.  There are dozens of things for which I get angry.  Is this right?  Most surely it is.  We are to get angry against sin and do what we can to correct the situation.  Sometimes, we can’t do much of anything about it; but we can certainly spend time praying that God will do something about it.  

Bad anger is directed toward people, and this we need to be very careful about because few of us can handle anger well when it concerns other people.  Very often, we say things we shouldn’t; we break up homes and family relationships; we destroy job opportunities; we say things in fits of anger we are sorry for for the rest of our lives.  Well, maybe you are thinking “Jesus got angry, didn’t He?”  He certainly did.  On one occasion He went into the house of God where people were buying and selling merchandise, and He broke it all up.  He was angry against sin.  He overturned the tables of merchandise and drove the moneychangers out of the temple, crying, My Father established this place as a house of prayer and you are making it a den of thieves.

Since our Savior reacted as He did, shouldn’t this justify such action for us?  Not necessarily.  You see, we are not Jesus.  We are humans - frail, sinful humans with sinful tendencies, who need to be very careful how we handle anger.  Few of us can handle it well.  Some of us got into deep trouble when we became angry.  Later we were sorry it ever happened.  God warns us about this problem in His Word.  He says, in Psalm 37:8, Cease from anger, and forsake wrath:  fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.  In Proverbs 15:18, He says, A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.  In the next chapter we read (in verse 32), He that is slow to anger is better than the might; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.  This is bad anger - directed toward people.  

I remind you again that good anger is directed against sin, but bad anger is directed toward people.  The believer in Christ is not to be involved in bad anger.  We are to love people and do all we possibly can to help them.  On the other hand, we are to hate sin and be angry against sin - especially the sin in our own lives.  Unless we are angry against our own sin and surrender our lives to the control of Christ, we won’t have any interest in taking a stand against the sin that’s around us.

Doubtless you have noticed in the epistle to the Philippians that the apostle Paul appeals to Euodias and Syntyche.  He said, I beseech Euodias and Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.  Now, here were two women in the church at Philippi who couldn’t get along with each other.  Do you know what happens in a church when several people can’t get along?  Each one talks to his or her friends and people begin to take sides.  If it’s a smaller church, the first thing you know the church is divided.  Sometimes this even causes some people to leave the church.  All of this stems from just two people who fail to claim victory in Christ, discuss their differences with each other, pray together and forgive.  They are usually proud and selfish; determined to win the battle; not considering the importance of the work of Christ, but their own selfish interest.  This is tragic, but it happens all the time.  

It takes two people to tango.  And, if it is going to be corrected, two people must make a concerted effort to end it.  This doesn’t mean that they necessarily need to agree on everything.  After all, as God’s created beings, we are individuals.  God gave each of us a mind of our own.  We need to do our best to think correctly and, most of all, to act correctly.  We are to prayerfully evaluate the problems that arise and do all we possibly can to end them.  When several people have a problem in the church, the rest of us should do all we can to refrain from taking sides.  If the question comes up in the church in a congregational meeting, we have the right to vote the way we think; but that doesn’t mean we have to gossip and stir up strife, for this is sinful.  It is against God. 

What did Jesus say in the Sermon on the Mount?  Blessed are the strife-makers.  No, He didn’t say that.  He said, Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.  They are not the children of God because they are peacemakers.  They are children of God because they believed on the Lord Jesus Christ.  But if they are children of God, they should be peacemakers.  We may well wonder about the troublemakers. 

We who are followers of our Lord are here to paint a picture of Jesus Christ in the midst of a sin-sick, godless civilization.  We can’t do that if we have anger in our hearts toward anyone.  Do you have anger in your heart?  If it is against sin, good, great, keep it up; but if it is against people, repent and make things right.

Maybe you need the Lord in your life.  If you have never received Christ, you need to be saved.  Receive Him at this very moment.  Simply ask Him to save you and He’ll do that.  Then write and tell us about your decision and we’ll send you some helpful literature. 

Our Heavenly Father, we are weak in our own strength, but in Christ we can be more than conquerors.  There are no limits to the power of God.  Help us to be bold in Christ -- not to destroy, but to build for the glory of eternity through our Wonderful Lord Jesus Christ.  This I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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