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No Need to Wonder                Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you ever wonder where you will go after you die?  Well I thank God I know where I am going.  I am going to be with the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you are looking for me, that’s where I’ll be.  Will you be there, too?  I surely hope so.  You can know beyond a shadow of a doubt.

My wife and I had the privilege of talking with a delightful Jewish woman not too long ago who impressed us as being a very wonderful person.  Before we left her, my wife said, “We probably won’t see you here again, but hopefully we shall see you in the hereafter.”  She replied, “I’m sure you will.”  Then my wife asked, “On what grounds do you have that assurance?”  “Oh,” she said, “because we are all so good.”  Well that led to a friendly discussion because the Bible makes it clear that no one is good enough to go to Heaven.  

Unless a person is as good as God, he can never go to Heaven because Heaven is a place of perfection.  Now, you know none of us is perfect.  For a person to say he had never committed a single sin would be ridiculous because he would be lying.  The Bible says, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  There isn’t a sinless human in all the world, and there never has been.  Only God is perfect.  This being the case, how will we get to Heaven?  Well the Bible makes this very clear.  There is no reason for even the smallest child to miss God’s way of salvation.  For He says (in Romans 10:9-10) That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  Here it is, clear and clean.  As we trust in Christ and receive Him as the Lord of our life, we are eternally saved.  

A friend of mine who has been a radiant Christian for many years came in contact with a 70 year old retired minister.  During the course of their visit together, my friend said to him, “Of course, being a minister, you are certain as to where you are going when you leave this world.”  The minister’s reply was, “I hope so.”  My friend said, “You’re going to Heaven, are you not?”  Again, the minister expressed uncertainty as he replied, “I hope so.”  My friend said, “You know, not everybody is going to Heaven.”  This was an invitation for the minister to tell of God’s gracious provision of salvation through Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  Well, what do you think that minister said?  “One thing we can be sure of is that we’re not going to get to Heaven by what is going on these days in Washington, D.C.”  That’s all he had to say about going to Heaven.  Isn’t that regrettable!  Here was a man who had preached in churches for some 30 or 40 years and yet he didn’t have the slightest understanding of what it means to be saved.  He was spiritually ignorant.  

Now there are thousands upon thousands of people just like this minister.  They have made no provision for their salvation - which is the most important thing in life and essentially important at death.  Many of them don’t know how to be saved, while many more could not care less.  But the day is coming when all of us will die, and then we must face the Son of God - Jesus Christ - for He is the judge.

Well, after a person gets saved (and I mean really saved), he need never worry about losing his salvation.  Of course, going down an aisle of the church and saying “I believe” while going out and living the same old life of sin isn’t salvation.  But, if a person really comes to Christ and turns his life over to the Savior and follows Him day-by-day, he knows he has been passed from death to life and he has no reason to worry about the future.  As he walks with the Lord daily -- having a quiet time, spending time in the presence of the Lord, studying His word and praying -- he knows he is secure in Christ.  

The Bible says, in 1 Peter 1:5, We are kept by the power of God.  You see, we don’t save ourselves and we don’t keep ourselves saved.  God does the keeping as well as the saving.  But understand, He never works against our will.  We must obey Him and follow Him and do what He wants us to do according to His word.  For when a person believes on Jesus Christ, he becomes God’s possession.  He goes to only those places that glorify the Lord.  He doesn’t cheat and steal.  He has been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  He is a new creature in Christ.  He walks in the light as God is in the light.  He is done with the filthy habits of the world and has one desire and interest in life and that is to please his Father in Heaven.

In Ephesians 4:30, God tells us we are not to grieve the Spirit of God, whereby we are sealed unto the day of redemption.  One of the prime commercial interests in Ephesus was lumbering.  The lumber merchants would purchase their logs in distant forests and these logs were floated downstream to the city and there separated and cleaned.  The seal which had been stamped on the log earlier was the owner’s evidence of ownership.  In the lumber camp, the workmen who sealed the logs did so by striking the log with a heavy hammer that had an initial on the head.  This mark was the seal that was implanted on the end of the log which could then be floated down the river.  When wet, the imprint would be much more vivid than when the log had been initially struck with the seal.  

Now God says, in Ephesians 4:30, grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  If you have been born into the family of God by faith in Christ, you can’t get rid of that seal.  The Holy Spirit sealed you and you have the Holy Spirit living within you.  He will never leave you - which means from the moment you believed on Christ you are eternally saved.  Now somebody says, “You mean to say, if a person got saved and then went out and got drunk, beat his wife and lived in adultery, he is still saved?”  No, absolutely not.  I would say he was never saved in the first place.  He went through the motions but he was never saved.  

When a person is saved, someday he will see Jesus Christ face to face.  There is no doubt about it.  There are scores of Scriptures in the word of God that make this unquestionably clear.  In the epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul presents a searching question.  In chapter eight, verse 35, he asks, Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  In verses 38 and 39, he answers that question by saying, For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  That word “persuaded” is very interesting.  It means “I am convinced by authority.”  This isn’t something that originated in Paul’s thinking.  The authority was God.  Paul was divinely inspired to write the scriptures.  Almost half if the New Testament was written by the apostle Paul through this divine inspiration.  So his answer to his question was given by divine authority.  Nothing, not even death, can remove our assurance of salvation in Christ.  So, we can say with the apostle Paul as he said with authority in 2 Timothy 1:12, “I know whom I have believed” - not “I think” or “I hope” - “I know!”  Paul says, and am persuaded  (there’s that word again; it comes by divine authority) that God is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  

I hope you are sure of your salvation.  If you are not, bow your head and say “Jesus, I want to be saved - come into my life and save me for all eternity” and, I guarantee you, He will come in.  Then believe Him.  Never doubt Him.  Study His word.  Drop us a line.  Tell us about your decision.  We’ll send you some free literature.

Father God, work in our hearts.  May there not be a listener today who will say “I don’t know whether I’m saved or not.”  Help them to see that in Christ we can have assurance and know that we belong to Him.  May there be many who will trust Him today and follow Him step-by-step, for I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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