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           Will Any Church Do?         Dr. J. Allen Blair

One would naturally expect that any religious program or church would be worthwhile, but such is not always the case.  We need to be discerning; and to be discerning, we need to be knowledgeable.   Thus, it is not enough to attend church or listen to religious programs.

I have found the church situation to be quite distressing for some people these days.  There are all kinds of churches teaching about everything imaginable.  How are people going to know where to go to church?  They hear televangelists, with their dramatic presentations and appeals for money.  The emotions of the listeners are stirred.  The response usually is, “Oh, they seem so sincere I just had to send them some money.”  May I advise you to be very, very careful?  There are many honest, true men of God on television proclaiming the Gospel and the truth of the Scriptures.  On the other hand, there are shysters and thieves of every creed.  So, I say, watch out.  If you don’t know who to watch or listen to, get some help from someone who does know.

The apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy and instructed him concerning some of the things that were up ahead.  I believe we are seeing these things right now.  Listen to 1 Timothy 4:1-2.  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.  Now what Paul is saying is not a probability.  It’s a prophecy and you can be sure it is being fulfilled before our eyes.  

Jude, in his brief epistle, gives a similar warning.  He says, in verses 3-4, Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.  And then he adds, in verse 4, For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God; and our Lord Jesus Christ.  

In these two examples, we have a contrast:  men of God proclaiming the truth, and false teachers or apostates who are teaching lies about God and deceiving people.  How is the average churchgoer going to know what to do?  It is extremely confusing, as you can imagine.  Now, looking back at Paul’s prophecy to Timothy, you will notice that it has to do with the latter times.  This refers to the age in which you and I are living right now.  Latter times precede the coming of Jesus Christ.  In fact, apostasy and unbelief are definite signs of the latter times.  You might wonder why some preachers aren’t preaching the truth.  Don’t they have the Bible?  Well, of course they do.  Many of these men know better.  They were reared in churches where the Gospel was proclaimed.  They believed the Gospel, but then they got to their liberal seminary where many of them got into the false teaching.  Some of the professors can make false teaching sound quite rational.  Gradually, there was a shift in thinking in the minds of many men who are in our pulpits today.  They absorbed the teachings of New Age and false truth and, eventually graduating, went out to deceive people.  Some of these men are very personable - friendly, kindly.  They give every evidence of glorifying God, with one exception: in what they teach.  People are being deceived by the thousands by those who once knew the truth but have departed from the truth.  

This condition even existed as far back as the time of the apostle Jude.  He was going to write his epistle on the subject of salvation through Jesus Christ, but he was so disturbed by what he saw and heard that he changed his message.  In the 11th verse he says, They have gone in the way of Cain, and have run greedily after the error of Balaam for reward.  You see, they had no love for the people to whom they spoke.  The only love these false teachers had was for themselves.  They were greedy and wanted to fill their pockets with all they possibly could.  This kind of thing has multiplied by the thousands even in our day.  People in the name of God are extorting millions of dollars from sincere trusting people by promising blessings in exchange for a donation by performing fake miracles or by sending religious trinkets to make people feel obligated.  Some of these false teachers are getting rich off the faith and generosity of poor religious seekers.  

During WWII, as supplies became scarce in Central Europe, German authorities offered the people substitutes of all kinds which went by the name of “ersatz.”  When people went to the stores to buy food, they had to buy flour substitutes, meat substitutes and so many other kinds of substitutes that they began to loathe the unbearable ersatz.  When I think of what people are hearing from some pulpits these days, it is very obvious that they are getting nothing more than spiritual ersatz - substitutes for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

If you are familiar with the Bible at all, God makes it clear that there can be no substitute for Jesus Christ and His sacrificial death for our sins.  We read, in Hebrews 9:28, Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.  The price for sin was paid once and for all by Jesus Christ.  There is no other way of salvation.  Consequently, when a person goes to a church where he hears about everything but the Gospel - the Good News of God: salvation through Christ - he is wasting his time.  

Now you don’t have to know everything that is taught in a church to see if it’s false.  Simply find out what is taught about Jesus Christ.  Is He the Son of God?  Was He born of a virgin?  Did He live a perfect life and did He die for our sins on the Cross?  Was He resurrected from the grave?  Did He ascend to Heaven and is He coming back again?  This is basically what you need to know to see whether a church is good or bad.  It is just as simple as that.  That’s why I’m saying “be discerning.”  Don’t simply go to any church and accept everything you hear.  Put it to the test.  See if you’re getting God’s message.  If you do this, you may be surprised.  You can’t imagine what is happening in some churches today.  The size of the church doesn’t matter.  Big or small, many people or few -- that’s not the question.  The church is worthwhile only if it is proclaiming the truth of the Son of God.  

Pray much for faithful pastors who are doing their best to spread the truth of the Living Christ.  That’s the message people need to hear.  It’s the only message that can transform lives and lift people from the darkness of sin into the light of the righteousness of God.  I urge you if you have never definitely trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord that you do it right now because, if a person doesn’t have Christ in his life, he is not prepared for Heaven.  Maybe you think “Well, I’m young - it’ll be a long time before I die - I have plenty of time to live it up and really enjoy life and then think about religion later.”  Don’t be deceived, dear friend.  The devil gives that kind of advice. He is a deceiver and he is a liar and he will lie you into Hell.  Listen, it isn’t only old people who die.  Death strikes at any age.  Everyone of us must meet God at some time and if we’re not ready, you know what we shall hear:  Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.

Years ago, I made definite arrangements with God so that I will never hear those words from the lips of God.  I hope you’ve done the same.  If you haven’t, you can do it right now by asking Jesus Christ the Son of God to enter your life and save you.  He will do it.  Trust Him.

Blessed God, I thank You for the wonderful provision You made in the Person of Your Son to deliver us from our sins so we can make certain of our way to Heaven through Jesus who died on the Cross.  May many trust Him today, Lord.  I pray this in His Wonderful Name.  Amen. 
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