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Come on Back

       Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you finding the Christian life to be a struggle all along the way?  If so, maybe you are missing something that is in your possession as a Christian.  You may have assets in Christ you don’t know anything about.  Let’s think about this today.

Time and time again when I read letters from some of our radio listeners, I get the idea from them that the Christian life is a struggle.  For a while, all goes well.  And then, gradually, they drift back into the old ways of life.  In time, another calamity appears along the way; and then, again, they call on the Lord and follow Him for a while.  But soon they are back on the rocky road again.  Just recently, I read a long letter from one of our listeners and the writer told me that for the past ten years this is the way she has lived ever since she made her decision to follow Christ.  Well, let me say at this point, this is not God’s plan.  This is the devil’s plan.  Because a person is a Christian is no promise that he will not be deceived by the devil or his emissaries.  

I heard it said one time, “Where God’s people build a church, the devil will build a chapel next door.”  We need to keep in mind that there is never a moment when the devil gives up plaguing and tempting God’s people.  This is why Paul warned us to be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.  He said, Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  We need to remind ourselves constantly that we are in a battle.  It need not be a struggle, but we are in a battle.  The unique thing about this battle is that God’s people can enjoy victory all the way.  We don’t have to backslide and drift into a state of a cold, indifferent heart after we receive Christ. 

You see, God never intended it this way.  His plan for us is that we live a life of victory and blessing - not part-time, but all the time.  Keep in mind, this is not our victory.  It’s God’s victory in Christ.  Paul said, in 1 Corinthians 15:57, Thanks be to God; which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  God gives the victory.  Our victory in Christ should be a day-by-day experience as we receive it and practice it.

Well, how do we do this?  We need to have daily fellowship with God.  Lack of this fellowship contributes to backsliding.  We need to worship the Lord not only one day a week, but every day of the week.  I believe strongly that every Christian ought to meet God the first thing in the morning.  He should read God’s word prayerfully and thoughtfully and then commune with Him -- praying not only for His own needs, but for those of others of God’s people.  Throughout the day, he should call on God and recognize Him as the friend who sticketh closer than a brother; realizing the words of our Lord Jesus who said, Without me, ye can do nothing.

It isn’t enough to make a profession of faith, join a church, and then expect that ever after there will be an endless supply of blessing pouring upon you from the Presence of God.  The children of Israel, you will remember, had to gather up manna on a daily basis.  Yesterday’s manna would not do for today’s needs.  Thus, if we are to keep in fellowship with the Lord, we must keep Him first in our lives and respect Him as Lord of all on a daily basis. 

When I was in college, years ago, one of the requirements for my graduation was to learn a foreign language.  Not knowing which language to choose, I picked one carelessly.  Over the course of the months and several years I learned it well.  I knew much of the vocabulary; but, today, I can hardly recall any of it.  What was the problem?  Well, not having a need for the language, I didn’t do anything about retaining it.  I learned it but let it drift away.  I have never used it.  I haven’t had any reason to use it.  Actually, the language didn’t leave me; I left the language.  Well, this is the way it is in our relationship with the Lord.  I’ve heard people say, “God doesn’t love me any more,” suggesting that God loved them for a while and then He withdrew His love.  That could never be.  He says, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.  There are no interruptions in the love of God.  What’s the problem?  These people have stopped loving the Lord.  They have gone in the way of the flesh; doing their own thing; overlooking the importance and need of fellowship with God and a Christ-centered life.

David said, in Psalm 56:13, For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living?  Well the answer to this question is God will deliver our feet from falling, but at the same time we must trust Him to do it and spend time with Him.  You see, people backslide because they leave the Lord and neglect to have fellowship with Him.  

I’ve heard some people say on occasion (and even preachers) that the reason why the Ephesians grew cold and indifferent toward God was that they lost their first love.  Now Revelation 2:4 doesn’t say they lost their first love.  It says they left their first love.  This is where the problem lies.  No backslider ever lost his first love.  He left it.  He drifted away slowly and came to the place where he actually chose to return to the old ways of the flesh.  

Now, if you once followed the Lord and today you are away from the Lord, the door of return is open; but it is up to you.  You have to enter of your own volition.  No one can force you.  No one can push you.  It’s up to you.  Now, it could be that what you thought was salvation when you made a profession of faith was not really salvation.  It was simply a mental experience whereby you made a decision but it didn’t last.  It could be that you were never saved in the first place.  This is the reason some people who say they are backslidden are in error because they never really came to Christ in the first place.  The truth in the matter is we need to come to Christ and receive Him as Savior and Lord.  Not just as Savior from sin, but the Lord of our life.  And this means we let Him be just that.  He is in control.  From that moment on, we let Him run our lives.  We seek Him for everything.  We get in a good church where we will be strengthened in the faith.  

Well you follow these simple principles and the Christian life will grow from good to better and from better to best.

Father God, I pray for many who are struggling today.  Some have drifted far away from blessing in the Christian life.  O God, I pray for them especially.  So, surround them by your Presence that they shall cry out unto You in hearty repentance as they receive of the fullness of the blessing of God.  I ask this in Christ’s name.  Amen.
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