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In my thinking, the Bible is the most wonderful book in all the world.  Many years ago, it changed my life and every day since I have found help and guidance over the course of the years.  I hope the Bible means as much to you.

The Bible has stood the test of time and it will continue to stand for it is God’s eternal word.  God says, in Matthew 24:35, Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  In spite of all the attempts to destroy the Bible, it continues to be read by millions in every country in the world.  

In the 3rd century, Diocletian tried to exterminate the Bible.  Later, Celsus tried to undermine its message.  The astute Porphyry hurled his venom shafts at the Book.  Hume, likewise, sought to destroy it.  He said, “I think I see the twilight of Christianity.”  Well, he mistook the sunrise for the sunset.  What he thought was twilight deepening into midnight was sunshine growing into a dazzling noonday.  

Voltaire flung his poison tipped arrows at the Book.  Tom Payne tried to drown it with his infidelity.  Ingersoll flung quiver-full after quiver-full of arrows of scorn, jeers and sneers at the Word.  But friend, the Book lives on.  It stands as a mighty Rock and will continue to stand until Christ returns.

Regrettably, there are pastors in pulpits who do not accept the Bible as the infallible word of God in spite of the fact that we read, in 2 Peter 1:21, For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved [or “constrained”] by the Holy Ghost.  The Bible is a supernatural book.  If it were not, it would have been buried long ago.

God uses His word to reach hearts and to transform lives.  His word continues in spite of the attempts of some people to try to explain it away.  A lady was reached through our radio ministry and surrendered her heart and life to Jesus Christ.  The Bible became a wonderful book to her, even though, before her conversion, she went to church every Sunday.  The Bible was a closed book, for it had no appeal to her whatsoever.  Do you know why?  She had been misled by the pastor of her church who said of the Bible that it was primarily a book of fables gathered by the Jews.  

How tragic that a minister would make such a statement about God’s word.  But this is not uncommon.  Though some preachers may take interesting text from the Bible, when asked if they sincerely believe the Bible to be the inspired word of God, they are quick to deny it.  But, of course, that doesn’t in anyway underestimate the value of the Bible.  It continues to stand as the eternal word of God.  For this reason, you and I ought to study it and obey it.  In Psalm 119:130, we read, The entrance of thy words giveth light.  In deed, the Bible does give light for the dark paths of life that we might walk in the way of the Lord.  

Everyone needs a practical knowledge of the word of God.  Of course, to understand the Bible, one must know Christ in his life.  If you have Christ in your life, you have the blessed Holy Spirit to teach you the Bible.  You may not understand everything at once and there will be some things you will never understand because the secret things belong unto the Lord: but those things which are revealed are for you and me; and as we daily, faithfully read the Word, God through the Holy Spirit will enlighten our understanding and direct our steps.  

Luther used to say that he studied the Bible in the same way in which he gathered apples.  First, he shook the whole tree that the ripest fruit might fall.  Then he climbed the tree and shook each limb.  And, when he had shaken each limb, he shook each branch.  And, after each branch, every twig; and then looked under each leaf.  Well, let us search the Bible as a whole, shaking the whole tree.  Read it as rapidly as you would any other book.  Then, shake every limb, studying book after book.  Next, shake every branch by giving attention to the chapters.  Then, shake each twig by careful study of the paragraphs and sentences.  You will be rewarded even more if you will look under each leaf by searching the meaning of words.   God says, in 2 Timothy 2:15, Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  We are not only to read the Word but study and memorize the word.  We are to fill our hearts with it so that we might be able to stand against temptation.

It seems, lately, that I’ve heard of so many Christians who have fallen into sin.  Why is this?  Possibly, there was a sudden temptation and fall which led to discouragement and then despair, leading on into further sin.  But it will generally be found that a Christian who has fallen into sin has been neglecting personal, daily prayer and Bible study.  The old nature in the Christian is not dead.  He is never beyond the possibility of sinning as long as he is in this life.  Thus, he must stay close to the word of God that the Lord may speak to his heart and give him the strength that he needs to stand against the evils that surround him.  Those who keep strong for the Lord and faithfully witness to His saving grace are most always those who are consistent in their daily devotions: praying and reading the Bible faithfully.

Paul said, in 1 Corinthians 9:27, But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.  He feared being a castaway.  To be a castaway means to be placed on the shelf of uselessness.  Some Christians are on that shelf today.  Maybe you are.  One of the foremost reasons is that they have not given the word of God the place it should have in their life in their daily experience.  Child of God, beware of being a castaway.  Take every precaution.  Spend time in God’s word each morning and let Him speak to your heart.  Take time to talk with the Lord in prayer.  This will help you to stand against temptation.  Be assured, the Devil is clever.  He is out to destroy your testimony.  Don’t give him one possibility of winning the battle.  Stay close to the Lord by staying close to His word.

Now, if you have never received the Lord Jesus into your life, you should do this right now, for it is Christ who is the grand theme of the Bible.  It is He who makes it live.  I urge you to think about Christ, the Son of God.  And, if you are ready, He is ready to enter your life.  Just simply bow your head and invite Him to come in and He will.

Father, I thank You for the Bible.  It is quick and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword.  May we give time, the time we should, to the study of this precious Book.  For any of Your people who’ve been neglecting the Bible, Father, draw them back to the study of Your word.  For any listening who do not know Christ, I pray that You convict them of their sin and show them of their need of Him that they may turn to Christ and be saved.  This I ask in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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