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     Crossing the Border            Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you prone to put things off rather than plunge in and get the job done?  You kind of let things slide.  Well, this is pretty common, isn’t it?  I suppose most of us are guilty at times.  Well you know and I know that procrastination is not the best policy, but we still do it.

Some years ago, I was invited to one of the growing churches in Toronto, Canada, to conduct a Bible Conference Sunday through Friday.  It was an exciting week.  My heart was blessed in many ways in the sharing of the word of God.  While there, I learned that the assistant pastor (who was a United States citizen) had a car for sale which he was not allowed to sell to a Canadian.  Well, since my car was old and in dire need of replacement, later in the week I purchased the car.  I had flown from St. Louis to Toronto, but when Friday evening came I was ready to drive the car home.  Following the closing service on Friday night, I got in the car and drove toward the crossing to the United States at Windsor, Canada.  At the border, the authorities checked my credentials with their records and then asked, “Where’s the trailer?”  “What trailer?” I asked.  “When this car came into the country, it was pulling a trailer.  You need to take the trailer out of the country.”  Well, since I knew nothing about the trailer, I had to get out of the car and go over to the office and sit.  After explaining all I knew about the car, the officers went to work phoning and investigating.  It was about midnight and I guess I waited until nearly 3 a.m. before the matter was finally cleared up.  The authorities learned that the trailer was still in the assistant pastor’s possession.  Thus, I was allowed to proceed.

Now, there is another crossing I will be making one of these days.  I will be passing from earth into Heaven.  I guarantee you there will be no delay when I reach that border.  I will go right on in.  “Well,” you ask, “isn’t that being presumptuous?”  Not at all.  I am taking God at His word.  Listen to these two verses found in Hebrews, chapter ten, verses 19-20.  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his flesh.  Now how am I getting into Heaven?  On the grounds that I’ve been a minister for 60 years?  Not at all.  For the good works I’ve done?  Absolutely not.  The answer is in Hebrews 10:19 - by the blood of Jesus.  When Christ He shed was for the atonement of the sins of all those who put their faith and trust in Him.  I trusted in Christ and His sacrifice for my sins years ago, and my crossing of the border is certain.  There need to be no doubting nor fear, for what I am telling you is the word of God.  You see, I came to God as a young man and a sinner by nature.  It was then that I learned the important truth of 1 John 1:7 that the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  All my sins (past, present and future) were washed away in the blood of Jesus Christ and I was born into the family of God with the assurance that, when I approach the border at death, the gate will be open.  I have no fear of the future or of dying because God says (in Exodus 12:13), When I see the blood, I will pass over you.  

God looks at me through the blood of Jesus Christ.  Had it not been for the shed blood of Christ, I would still be a sinner bound for hell.  But, because of the shed blood of Christ, I have been eternally saved.  As the result, I will never face the judgment of God because my sins have already been judged through the death of Christ on the Cross.  He paid the price for my sins through His blood.  The Bible tells us this in Romans 5:9, Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  The unredeemed sinner will be judged at the Great White Throne judgment, but those who are in Christ have already been judged in the Person of Jesus Christ.  The Bible says Christ died for our sins.  As a result of what Christ did for me and you, I enjoy God’s marvelous peace every day of my life.  I hope you are enjoying that peace, too. 

You see, Colossians 1:20 tells us how to get this peace.  Having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  We get peace through the eternal Christ.  Isn’t this a marvelous provision?  Keep in mind the value of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  People have told me, on occasion, “It’s not the death of Christ that’s important; it’s His life, His good character.  He lived an honorable life, always helping people.  That’s the important thing.  We must duplicate His life.”  Friend, that’s only half of the truth.  Certainly Christ lived an honorable life.  His character was spotless.  No one could convict Him of sin.  They tried, but they couldn’t do it.  After His arrest, at His trial, they had to trump up lies to condemn Him so they could crucify Him.  The good life Christ lived could in no way provide eternal redemption for us.  It was the blood He shed at Calvary that paid the price.  Your blood, my blood, couldn’t do anything like that.  The value of the blood corresponds to the value of the life that’s in it.  Christ’s blood was the blood of the perfect Son of God.  In 1 Peter 1:19, the apostle calls it precious blood.  Well, indeed it is.  The word precious as used here means honorable.  It is to be revered and respected for what it is:  The blood of God.  And that blood was shed from the veins of the Son of God for the sins of everyone who will call on Christ for eternal salvation.  My! what a sacrifice.  Anyone who hears this great truth should fall on his face in humble repentance and give praise to God for the deliverance that has been made possible for our sins through the blood of Jesus.  I say, again, What a sacrifice!

My wife and I have friends who are young missionaries overseas.  They were thrilled when the doctor told them that they were going to have another child.  Then, in four months, he informed them that there were two heartbeats.  Naturally, these young people were overjoyed.  But, at five months (following an examination), they were told that there was only one heartbeat.  Early one morning, after the husband left home to assume his responsibilities in the Lord’s work, his wife went into severe labor.  Within ten minutes she had to deliver her own baby who was stillborn.  The second baby followed shortly after, also stillborn.   Because the mother experienced quite a loss of blood, she needed a transfusion.  When their doctor appeared on the scene and assessed the situation, he said, “Let’s forget the blood bank.  I will give my own blood.  We’re not going to take a chance on other blood -- with all the AIDS that we’ve been hearing about.”   Very quickly, the doctor gave of his own blood (which matched the young mother’s blood) and she recovered because of her doctor’s blood.

This was certainly a noble deed on the part of this family doctor.  But, as wonderful as the doctor’s sacrifice was, he gave his blood for only one person.  Jesus Christ gave His blood for all of humanity.  Do you know of anything that can compare with this?  I don’t.  There isn’t anything, dear friend.  I hope, if you’ve never trusted in the Living Christ, that you’ll do it right now and receive Him as your Savior and Lord because He died for you and shed His precious blood for you.

Father God, may many turn to Jesus today, I pray; so that when they come to cross the border, they will be welcomed in and hear the wonderful words, Well done, good and faithful servant.   Have Your way in many hearts, I ask.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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