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      Servants for Jesus’ Sake           Dr. J. Allen Blair

When I think of the hundreds of churches right here in Charlotte and the thousands of people who call themselves Christians -- with so little being accomplished for the Lord-- I ask, “What’s wrong?”

We’re told in Galatians 5:24, They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  Have Christians really crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts?  They should, for this is the normal experience for the true child of God.  There appears to be, however, in contrast to the normal experience an average, mediocre, watered-down type of Christianity that offers no indication of crucifixion.  It is the normal experience that I’m interested in today - not the average (I am sure, as far as God is concerned.  While the normal is well-pleasing in His sight, the average is displeasing.  

Some years ago, R. A. Torrey said, “There is only one right attitude for the human will and that is an attitude of absolute surrender to God.  The whole aim of life should not be to please self, but God, in all things both great and small.”  Now, in my judgment, what Mr. Torrey said in this brief statement should receive our deepest consideration.  The only right attitude for the human will is that of absolute surrender to God.  Our aim in life should not be to please self, but God.  I am sure this was Paul’s motive when he declared, in Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.

Now, in Philippians 3:7-10, Paul writes, But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.  The Christian should love the Lord more than he loves anybody or anything else in the world.  Of course, we may love to go to church; we may love to serve the Lord; we may even love to read our Bibles and pray, but nothing must supplant our love for God if we are to be effectual and useful for the Lord.  God must have us wholly and completely surrendered to Him above all else.  He wants us before He wants anything we can do for Him.  There is the constant danger for some of us of being dedicated to the service of the Lord, but not to the Lord Himself.

John Wesley had been brought up on the Bible.  He was a highly literate man - a Fellow of his college in Oxford -- but he was a complete failure as a preacher.  Intellectually, he knew his Bible thoroughly; but his ministry was drab and barren.  And, yet, most of us think of John Wesley as the flaming evangelist whom God used as an instrument to point thousands to Jesus Christ.  What made the difference was the experience he had on Aldersgate Street when his heart was strangely warmed in a surrender experience to God.  From that moment on, he began to burn for God.  And, as the result, he became a mighty firebrand for the Lord.  Up until this time, he had everything else with the exception of a flaming heart.  But once the fire began to burn within his own bosom, men and women in every walk of life melted under the spell of his Holy Spirit preaching.  The earnest desire of Wesley’s heart has been well-expressed in these words which have been identified with him.  “O Jesus, nothing may I see or hear or feel or think but Thee.”  Should this have been the desire of Wesley’s heart only?  Should it not be the sincere burden of every redeemed heart?  Should any one of us who calls himself a Christian have any less desire to give Christ first place in everything?  Paul said, in Colossians 1:19, that in all things he might have the preeminence.  In 1 Corinthians 2:1-2, Paul wrote, saying, And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  

God has every right to expect complete surrender and yieldedness from His blood-bought people.  What is the title given to His followers throughout the New Testament?  Christians?  No, the word “Christian” appears only three times in the New Testament.  Believers?  There are only two instances that I know of where God’s people are called “believers.”  Those who know the Lord and love the Lord are called “servants.”  Again and again, scores of times, the phrase appears “servants of Jesus Christ.”  

The Greek word “doulos” has several meanings.  It is frequently used to mean one born into slavery.  We were born slaves of Satan, but in Christ we are reborn to be His bond slaves.   The word further carries the meaning of one bound to his master in bonds which only death can break.  We were, at one time, bound to Satan in bonds which only death could break.  It was death with Christ on the Cross which broke our union with Satan.  Since Christ never dies again and He is our life, we will never be severed from Christ.  

Also, the word “doulos” means one who’s will is swallowed up in the will of another.  Once, our wills were swallowed up in the will of Satan.  Now, they are swallowed up in the will of God.  

Finally, the word means one who served another to the disregard of his own interest.  We served Satan that way, before we were saved.  Now, we are called to live lives of sacrificial service for Jesus Christ.  We are His servants.  We lost all our rights and privileges at the Cross and became His possessions.  We are not our own to go where we want to go to do what we want to do and speak as we desire to speak.  We are His!  We read, in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.  We are to be a spiritual people following the Lord.  If we are not spiritual, we are still in the flesh and God declares (in Romans 8:8), So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

Well, how is it with you?  Who is in control over your life - Jesus or self?  Are you seeing souls saved because your life is such a dynamic witness for Christ?  If not, why not?  Within you, if you’re a Christian, you have the Holy Spirit - the most powerful force in all the world.  Don’t limit His power.  Open the channel.  Get the sin and debris out.  Let Him work through your life.  And if you don’t know Christ (or if you are unsure), make sure right now by bowing your head and asking Jesus to come into your life.  He will come in.  

Now, our Father, use Your Word in our hearts today.  God, make us firebrands.  May we not be satisfied with things as they are.  May the Holy Spirit do a great work in us as we wait on You.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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