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       Not To Be Defeated           Dr. J. Allen Blair

Whenever we hear the word of God proclaimed in our churches, it should be a time of deep heart searching for all of us.  But, unfortunately, heart searching is rare these days because of calloused hearts.   When Jesus visited His hometown, He could do no mighty work.  I’m afraid that’s the way it is in many of our churches.  Well, maybe you and I could do something about it.

Could it be that at one time you were living for the Lord but something happened and you got out of fellowship with God and reverted to the old ways of the flesh?  Listen to Luke 9:62, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.  Now, let me ask, have you really been born again?  If someone has been lifted from the dregs of sin and the bondage of the devil and entered into the fullness of the blessing of following the Son of God, would he ever want to go back to the bondage to the devil?  I doubt it, if he is truly born again.  

Not only does the Lord Jesus save us and transform us when we receive Him into our life; He gives us the strength and the power to walk with Him, to please Him, and to do His Holy will.  The Christian life is not a struggle with weak flesh, but a victory through a mighty Christ.  Jude tells us God is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.  He is able.  Why do we not trust Him?  Why do we lean on the flesh when we have the promise of supernatural power?

In Romans 8:37, Paul said, We are more than conquerors through him.  In 2 Corinthians 2:14, he says, Thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.  And, in 1 Corinthians 15:57, Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  There is the victory in Christ.  It is certainly not in ourselves, but it’s in Him: the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

In Exodus 17, we read of the remarkable victory the children of Israel won at Rephidim over the people of Am’alek.  With a heart overflowing with gratitude to God for what He had done, Moses built an altar and called the place Jehovah-nisi (which, translated, is “the Lord our Banner”).  Moses knew to whom the honor belonged for the destruction of the enemy.  To be sure, the Lord is our Banner, our Jehovah-nisi, as much as He was to Moses.  If He is not our Banner, we are living a life of complete and utter defeat.  When we say “the Lord is our Banner” it means that we acknowledge Him as the head of everything.  As the result, we follow Him - whatever the cost may be.  If He is our Banner, we are not fearful to display the Banner and let the world know that we belong to Jesus.  

I am convinced that one of the tragic weaknesses among many of those who profess to be followers of Christ is that they have forgotten that the Lord is their Banner.  To them, the church is their banner - their denomination, their reputation, their morality, their creed, their culture, their pride, their ability, their money.  There are many more things being held up as “the Banner,” these days.  Yes, almost anything but the Lord Himself.  But unless and until He is displayed in all of His wondrous glory, His unique beauty, and His omnipotent power, neither can the church as a whole or any of its individual members go forth in assurance and victory to the glory of God.  He is our Jehovah-nisi.  If He becomes anything less than this, we shall be defeated; without a testimony, dissatisfied, hypocritical, and useless.

There are many defeated lives within Christian circles today.  Outwardly, they appear to be good Christians.  They speak the language.   They go through the motions.  But, in their hearts and minds there is nothing but conflict and turmoil because they know too well the sham of it all.  Were it not for the fact that they know that the word of God is true, and that what God has said will come to pass, many of them would live it all up within seconds.  Why?  They are living in a state of defeat.  For these same individuals victory is within grasp, but they refuse to accept it.  

Looking back in history to the year 1815, we are reminded of the Battle of Waterloo, when England’s forces led by Duke Wellington went to war against the mighty Napoleon of France.  All of England awaited the final verdict, and a series of semaphore relay stations were set up to speed the news from the battlefront to the heart of the homeland.  One such station was situated at the top of the Winchester Cathedral.  It was to this post that the eventful news was one day signaled.  No sooner had the signalman from the adjacent tower sent the words “Wellington defeated” than a heavy blanket of fog settled in, completely obscuring the view.  Though England was saddened by the thought that their beloved Wellington had been defeated, the message was relayed until nearly the whole of England had heard of the tragic defeat.  But, to the surprise of the receiver (back at the Cathedral), after the fog lifted there was still more of the message to come.  The next and final two words were “the enemy.”  Putting the groupings together, the complete report read “Wellington defeated the enemy.”  One thing had been lacking:  the latter half.  This, of course, gave an entirely different meaning.  Wellington had not been defeated, but he had defeated the enemy.  Thus, England’s sorrow was changed to joy.  

There is an incomplete message in the lives of many of God’s people today.  For many, it is simply “John defeated,” or “Mary defeated,” or it could be “you are defeated.”  It could be, just as well, “John defeated the enemy;” “Mary defeated the enemy;” “you defeated the enemy.”  

In the Book of the Revelation 1:17, John wrote, And when I saw him (that is, the Lord Jesus), I fell at his feet as dead.  And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last.  When you and I really see Him, we shall likewise fall at His feet as dead.  We shall die to our plans, our wills, our interests; and be alive only to God, and His plan.  For those willing to enter this experience, the Lord Jesus declares (in Matthew 16:25), For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  Are you willing to find your life today by losing it in Christ?  Then tell Him so.  Bow your head and tell Him the story.  Do not let the devil deceive you into a life of continuous defeat.  For, I am sure, the day will come when you wish you had lived for Him and Him only.

Now, maybe you’re defeated because you’ve never really been born again.  You thought you were a Christian, but your life proves otherwise.  Why not make sure of it.  Believe on Christ right now as we pray together.

Our Heavenly Father and our God, grant that we may receive thy Word with the joy of the Lord.  Deliver us from being hearers only.  May we be quick to act upon the truth through Jesus our Wonderful Savior.  Amen.
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