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  Finances Under Control               Dr. J. Allen Blair

Here and there we see business organizations anxious to help you arrange a sound financial plan for your family.  Well, the soundest plan available is presented in God’s word.  I guarantee you (out of my own experience and the experience of others), no one can improve on God’s plan.

In this day of many gadgets with so-called “easy payment” buying, thousands of people are deep in debt.  Along with the debts, one finds the distressing worry of trying to meet the bills.  Well, in Philippians 4:19, God gives a wonderful promise to every true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  With such a promise as this, why do we have financial worries?  There are several answers to this question.

Sometimes we think we need more than we actually do.  As a consequence, with careless spending and selfish buying we plunge ourselves into needless financial stress.  Then, too, it may be that we are practicing a secret sin and God uses a financial crisis as a judgment to bring us to repentance.  In the majority of cases, however, the difficulty seems to be a failure to comply with the teaching of the Scriptures concerning the use of money.  Well, what does the Bible teach about this important subject?

There is much in Scriptures about money.  It would be well for us to refresh ourselves with some of the basic truths revealed in the Word.  God tells all believers that it is only possible to have a sound financial status if the believer recognizes that all he has is a stewardship from God.  The great tragedy is that so many Christians think that what they have in their possession belongs to them.  Oh, no.  The Bible teaches that we are stewards.  All we have - our homes, children bank accounts-- have been entrusted to us not for selfish pleasure, but for the glory of Almighty God.  The Bible further teaches that to show God our respect for all He has done in saving us and providing for us, we ought to honor Him with our finances.  Now, keep in mind, we do not give to God - we honor Him.  We show our respect to Him by returning that which rightfully belongs to Him.  

In Proverbs 3:9-10, God says, Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  God should be first in everything, including our money.  When we invite a guest to our home for dinner, we do not serve ourselves first, then our children and, finally, the guest.  The guest is served first out of respect and courtesy.  So it should be with God.  The true believer ought not to cash his paycheck, squander it all on himself, then remember God if there’s anything left.  God should be respected and honored first.  One way we can do this is by laying aside a portion for the Lord’s work before we do anything else.  

If you will turn to the third chapter of the book of Malachi, you will find that God condemned Israel for failing to honor the Lord with their tithes.  They missed the blessing because of their neglect to obey God.  We read, in Malachi 3:8-9, Will a man rob God?  Yet ye have robbed me.  But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?  In tithes and offerings.  Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.  It is a serious offence to steal from God.  No wonder many Christians are up to their necks in debt.  They are withholding from God that which rightfully belongs to Him.  

One time, a casual churchgoer said to his pastor after hearing a sermon on tithing, “Do you mean to tell me I am supposed to try to live on nine tenths of my salary?  Why, I can’t even buy shoes on my whole salary these days.”  “Do you mean to say,” asked the pastor, “that you’d rather steal from God than polish your old shoes?”  

Having honored the Lord in giving ever since I’ve been a Christian, I can say from experience God will provide the needed shoes if we are doing our part for Him.  He gives a wonderful promise in the Malachi passage:  Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  “Prove me now herewith” literally means “put Me to the test and see for yourself.”  God is calling us to an act of faith.  Trust Him, dear friend.  Take Him at His word.  Honor the Lord and you will receive the blessing.  It is impossible to get ahead of God in giving - no matter what we do, the Lord will always do better.  He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Experience has verified the truth of Luke 6:38 in the lives of many business men.  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  Where would some of you businessmen be today if you had put God first in your business years ago and honored Him?  There’s no telling to what limits your business would have expanded and developed.

Now, no Christian should give to get.  If he does, you may be sure, there will be no blessing and the Lord will not prosper him.  But if one has truly believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and he brings his offerings to God out of a sincere heart of love, the blessing will be realized.  

I am always thrilled and challenged as I read about the widow’s mite.  The mite was a very small thing, but not to the widow who gave it; nor to the Lord Jesus Christ.  For He said, in Luke 21:3-4, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:  For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.  The widow gave 100%.  Likewise, every born again Christian ought to be sacrificing for the Lord; investing his money where it can best glorify Jesus Christ in the salvation of souls.  

Possibly you are a Christian, but for some reason it has been a struggle to make ends meet and to keep your head above water.  Have you given the Lord the place He should have in your finances?  Be honest, now.  You cannot get ahead by skimping on God.  Maybe you have never tried to honor God in your finances.  Why not give God a chance to prove to you what He can really do.  Don’t expect to be able to figure it all out.  We are to walk by faith, and not by sight.  It is even possible that you’re in debt right now.  Do you want to know how to get out of debt?  Give God first place in your heart and life.  I hope you’ll do it.

Now, if you don’t know Jesus Christ, I hope you’ll turn your life over to Him.  Receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  He doesn’t want your money; He wants you.  Come to Him right now.

Blessed Lord, we thank You that You are there; that You are ready to help.  You can do great and mighty things.  May many trust You for the miracles today.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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