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Uncertainty and the Future         Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you deeply concerned about your future?  You’re faced by a disturbing uncertainty.  It may be a problem with your health, your home or your marriage, maybe something else.  Well listen.  God cares for the future as much as He cares for the past and now, the present.

While driving through mountain country, my wife and I were admiring the beautiful scenery.  The hills and the mountains were covered with greenery.  The earth was bathed in the golden rays of the glistening sunshine.  The roadside was bedecked with many-hued flowers.  All of nature seemed to be dressed in a gorgeous robe of splendor and beauty.  But, suddenly, the entire scene was changed.  We entered a tunnel.  The warm air changed to chilly dampness.  Were it not for the artificial light, we would have found ourselves in darkness as dense as midnight.  However, after a few minutes, we saw a gleam of light up ahead which grew clearer and brighter as we advanced.  Our tunnel experience was only for a few brief moments, and then many hours in the beauty of the sunshine again.  

Now this is similar to the Christian’s experience.  He travels through life surrounded by the blessings of God, feeling the warmth of God’s love.  He rejoices in the forgiveness of sins and the peace of God that floods his soul.  He revels in the assuring Presence of his Wonderful Lord and the joy of his salvation through Jesus Christ.  But, suddenly, there is a change.  He enters a dark tunnel of trouble and grief on his journey homeward to the land of his rest.  He feels the chilly atmosphere of despair around, and darkness enshrouds his pathway.  Sometimes he cannot know why he must pass through such trials.  Has God forgotten him?  Has the Lord forsaken him?  Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious?  Often times, he is just about ready to give up.  Then the gleam of light appears in the distance, beckoning onward.  The light of God’s love never fails.  He has not forgotten His own.  He never does.  He loves us.

The tunnel experiences are needed to strengthen our character and make us men and women for God.  Repeatedly, we need to learn the lessons of implicit trust and confidence in the Lord’s guiding hand.  God says, in Hebrews 12:6, Whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth.  God’s chastenings are corrections to conform us more and more unto the glory of Christ, producing in us the peaceable fruit of righteousness.

Dr. J. Stuart Holden tells of a visit he made to a factory in the north of England where costly china was being made.  The thing which interested him most was the painting on the finished product.  It had been through many different processes and was taken to the studio for the artist to complete.  He saw the pattern being put on in various colors, and noticed that a great deal of black was being used.  Upon inquiring as to why, he was told it is black now, but it will be gold when it comes out of the fire.  

This is as it is in the believer’s life.  What is put on in black is rarely recognized as gold at the time.  Yet, for the true follower of Christ, it always is.  Job said, He knoweth the way that I take when he hath tried me I shall come forth as gold.  Job knew all about the darkness and blackness of trial and suffering, but he never forgot its purpose.  

As we face the testings of life, the almost universal mistake is to look in instead of looking up.  We pity ourselves and complain.  Recognizing our own helplessness and weakness, we become discouraged.  The only road to blessing and contentment is that of looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.  Nothing is too hard for Him.  If we fully trust Christ, we cannot possibly fail.  

The Lord never asks us to do the impossible.  It may seem impossible, at the moment; but this is merely a delusion.  What Paul had to say on the subject, you and I may well say:  I can do all things through Christ.  This is true, dear friends.  Whatever the Lord sends, He gives the strength, wisdom and grace to do it.  

Perhaps you’re greatest worry is the future.  Many Christians live in fear of what may come tomorrow.  Why not take God at His word.  He says, in Matthew 6:34, Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  You may be sure that the mighty God of yesterday, and today will also be the God of tomorrow.  Live a day at a time.  Leave the future with the Lord.

Britian’s noted Mr. Gladstone had for forty years on the wall of his bedroom this text (found in Isaiah 26:3):  Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.  These were the first words on which the great statesman’s eyes opened every morning, and they were one of the sources of his calm strength.  Suppose all of us were to take this great truth to heart every moment of our lives, and practice it throughout each day.  There would be no end to the blessing.  And, yet, this is precisely what God wants us to do.  Anything less than this is a failure to obey.  We read, in Psalm 62:8, Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him:  God is a refuge for us.  The best of men are only men at best, but Christ is infinitely more.  If He is Lord of our life, we may trust Him and rest in the certainty of His marvelous provision.  Even though the future may seem confusing, remember He is the God of the future.  

Now, are you a friend of God?  Is God your friend?  Without Him, life is pretty empty.  It may be that God is permitting you to go through a dark valley of suffering or adversity at this very moment that you might look up and find the Lord Jesus Christ as the friend that sticketh closer than a brother.  Maybe you are in the hospital facing surgery.  The future seems so uncertain.  Trust in Christ for salvation, and the future will be secure, for He is the God of the future.  God may simply be using surgery as a means of speaking to you.  Do not miss His message of love and salvation.  Come to Christ and see for yourself.  Let Him prove to you what He can do.  Repent of your sins and let Jesus be your Lord.

O God, our Father, we pray for many today who are hurting.  Lord, touch them in a special way.  And, if they don’t know Your Beloved Son, may they turn to Him now and say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me.”  We know He will, Father.  We praise You for this, in His Name.  Amen.
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