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    Fellowshipping with God                 Dr. J. Allen Blair

Let me thank you for your love and interest in Glad Tidings.  It’s always so good to hear from you.

Among the many friendly folks living in our neighborhood, there is a delightful Christian couple I have known for a number of years.  The husband is 91 and his wife is eighty-five.  They have been married 65 years.  Since his retirement quite a few years ago, the husband and the wife are always together.  In fact, there has only been a few occasions when I have seen one without the other.  They seem to have so much happiness together.  Togetherness is a very important part of their lives.  

As I have watched these two dear people and the wonderful way in which they fellowship together, I have been reminded of the believer’s privilege of fellowshipping with God.  Now, if I were to ask you, “Do you love God,” I wonder what your answer would be.  Doubtless, many of you listening to me would respond quickly with something like, “I surely do.”  Well, let’s follow through on this.  I know the Christian couple I told you about love each other.  The proof that they love each other is the fact that they desire to be with each other.  In my thinking, if a person really loves God, he will desire to spend time with God.  If a person truly loves the Lord, he will give convincing evidence of that fact every day of his life.  The Lord will be in his thoughts and he will live a life pleasing to the Lord.  He will go only to those places that honor the Lord.  He will tell other people about the Lord; and, if need be, he will even lay down his life for the Lord.

In the Gospel of John, chapter 21 (where we are told of Jesus interrogating Peter), our Savior asks, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?  Well, let me give you a paraphrase of Peter’s answer -- “Well, Lord, you know I have an affection for you.”  

Jesus knew Peter’s heart, but He asked again, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?  Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, I do think quite a bit of you.”

Jesus realized that the vacillating, undependable apostle had not yet come to a place of full and complete surrender to Jesus.  Thus, He said, “So, then, all it is, Peter, is an affection.”  

At that point, Peter was convicted and humbly confessed that from that moment on Christ would be the Lord of his life.  Peter followed through on that commitment.  And, if you read his two epistles written later, you will see all the evidence you will ever need that, from the moment of his surrender to the control of Jesus, he loved his Lord with his entire heart.  

How easy it is for us to glibly say, “Oh, yes, I love the Lord.”  But for some these are words without meaning.  Loving the Lord involves commitment, sacrifice and sharing.  Everything we do will be done with the thought of pleasing the Lord.  It will not be “What do I want,” “Where do I want to go,” “Where do I want to live,” “What do I want to do.”  The question is, “What does God want for me?”  This will be our utmost desire in life.

Now, if Christ is my Lord, then I am His servant.  Either I am an obedient servant or a disobedient servant.  If I want happiness, I need to be an obedient servant; for outside the will of God there isn’t any happiness.  I have seen people with every earthly convenience available - you name it, they have it.  But many of these people don’t have happiness.  I know that for a fact, for some of them have approached me for counseling and help.  In Psalm 1:1-2, we read, Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  What is this but putting God first in one’s life?  The psalmist says the happy man doesn’t run with a godless crowd.  You don’t find him participating in the sins of those who have no regard for God.  Nor does he seek entertainment among those in the world that have no place for God.  He lives according to God’s Holy Word.  He desires above all else to walk in the light as his Lord is in the light.  Jesus Christ is supreme in his life.

This is what it means to love God.  Basically, it is a life of continuous sacrifice for the Lord.  Now I never mention the word “sacrifice” without thinking of the young man who said he loved a certain young lady who lived about 50 miles from where he lived.  Because of the mileage between, he did not get to see her too frequently, so he would write letters.  In one of those letters, he wrote, “Dearest, I love you.  I would climb the Alps for you.  I would walk the Sahara Desert for you.  I would swim the ocean for you.”  Then, at the bottom of the letter, he wrote, “P.s.  If it doesn’t rain Saturday night, I will be coming over.”

Well, that’s about the kind of sacrifice some people make for the Lord.  It is a sacrifice of the mouth, rather than the hands and feet.  They take all they can get from God, but they give very little.  In times of calamity, they are on their knees crying out to God for His help and provision; but, in normal times, their prayer life is practically nil.  Church attendance is sporadic.  They keep the pastor busy running after them, trying to get them back in church.  They become offended at most anything, rather than getting involved in the church and helping to bear the load through sacrificial giving and service.  In other words, they take much and give little, as far as their relationship with the Lord is concerned.  Do you think the Christian couple I told you about who has been married 65 years would have gotten very far in their married life if they lived selfishly, like those who take all from God but give little?  This couple put the Lord first in their lives, and each other next.  That’s why they have enjoyed such a successful and happy marriage all these years.  

Now, maybe there was a time when you loved the Lord with all you heart, but things changed; something happened, and your love for God is not the same.  Well, you can correct this if you will, and there’s no better time than right now.

A long time ago, I read about a young soldier in the army.  He committed a dishonorable deed; and, after some months, was discharged from the armed services dishonorably, and returned home in shame.  His Christian parents received him into the home just as though nothing ever happened.  Shortly after his arrival home, his mother took him to his bedroom, saying, “It is as you left it, son, and we love you as before.”  Well, several hours later (while in his bedroom), he called his mother.  When she entered, he said as he pointed to an old chair in the corner, “Mother, that’s where I went wrong.”  “I don’t understand,” she replied.  “Well, it was like this.”  Slowly and sadly he said, “One night, I rose from that chair vowing that I would never pray again.  I said to myself, ‘I’m quitting this old-fashioned nonsense,’ and from that moment it became a downward road.”

If you happen to be someone who at one-time followed the Lord, but you got away from Him, let me tell you - He loves you just the same.  Why not confess your sin to Him and claim the forgiveness He has for you?  “But.” you ask, “how do I know He will receive me?”  Read Luke, chapter 15 - The story of the Prodigal Son.  The prodigal son left home, but his anxious father never lost his concern and love for the boy.  When the boy finally came to himself and returned home (after many months), he didn’t know what to expect; but the father ran to meet him, and embraced him.  I can think of scores of reasons why God shouldn’t love me, but He does.  Let Him be to you what He desires to be in your life.  If there’s a work to be done, let God do it.  Don’t try to do it yourself.  If you are not sure of your salvation, settle that immediately.  Confess your sin to God.  Receive Jesus Christ, and thank Him for salvation; and, then, love Him with your whole heart.

Heavenly Father, I thank You for all we possess because of Your marvelous grace, in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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