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What a Privilege!            Dr. J. Allen Blair

Every once in a while, I meet a Christian who tells me he doesn’t know how to pray.  Well, I tell him to get alone somewhere with two chairs - you sit in one and think of God in the other.  Start sharing with Him.  Talk to Him as you would a loved one or a friend.  Tell Him everything.  Then see what happens.  It really works.  Try it and see.

Is prayer merely mumbling words to someone who is not there?  Is there any real value in it?  Many would agree that prayer is most necessary.  Well, I should like to offer four reasons why we should pray.  First, prayer is scriptural.  There are hundreds of verses in the Bible dealing with the subject of prayer.  Consider just a few:  John 14:13, Jesus said, And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; and, 1 Timothy 2:8, I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.  Then there is John 16:24, Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.  Hardly is there a page in the Bible that doesn’t have something to say about prayer.  

Now, secondly, prayer is rational.  I have heard it said by some that prayer is for the emotional and unintelligent.  Prayer is for everyone, including the educated as well as the uneducated.  Numerous top government officials would feel useless and helpless without their regular habit of prayer.  Doctors, lawyers, teachers, businessmen, clerks - men in all walks of life recognize the necessity of prayer.  Anyone who depends on God for wisdom and direction in any endeavor will be a greater success than the one who relies on mere human skill.  Nothing lies beyond the reach of prayer, except that which lies outside the will of God.  Human power is subjected to many limitations, but not divine power.  Nothing is impossible with God (Luke 1:37).  Actually, prayer is releasing the energies of God and expecting Him to do what we cannot do.  For this reason, I say, prayer is rational.

Now, thirdly, prayer is natural.  It is the normal experience for the child of God to believe that God will do all He has promised.  No one who has met the conditions for prayer should doubt God for a moment.  It is the natural thing for Him to answer.  He says, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  For ever one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.  The true follower of Christ would not doubt this for a moment because he has enjoyed its reality repeatedly; but, in spite of the fact of all that the Lord has promised us in His word (relative to prayer), some of us neglect the quiet time.  Few of us spend the time we should in His Presence, yet God says, Wait on the Lord; pray without ceasing; continuing instant in prayer.  

My, what privileges we miss because of neglect.  It is natural to expect that if you have believed on Jesus Christ for salvation, you can go to God at any time with the confidence that He will hear your prayer.  At the cost of His own life, the Lord Jesus opened the line to Heaven for all who come to God by Him.  God loves to hear His children’s voices, and there is never any question as to whether He will hear from one who comes in the name of the Son of God.  

God can be reached at any time.  In fact, He is more ready to hear than we are to pray.  In the Song of Solomon 2:14, He says, Let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice.  In Hebrews 4:16, we are invited to come boldly unto the throne of grace.  And, in Jeremiah 3:3, God says, Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not.

But, fourthly, let us also understand that prayer is practical.  God knows every language.  He hears our petitions whether they be silent or audible.  He is no respecter of persons.  All who are in Christ may come with the assurance of 1 John 5:14 - And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.  You see, God is interested in the little things, as well as those of greater importance.  Though He is the God of the universe, no petition is too insignificant for Him.  He is concerned about our health, our financial needs, our homes, our employment, and our heartaches.  There is no aspect of one’s life for which He does not have regard.  

God provides for His own, whatever the need.  He never fails.  But, of course, if we do not take time to pray, how can we expect answers to prayer?  God says, Ye have not because ye ask not.  Now, it takes three minutes to boil an egg; yet, how few of us spend even that amount of time alone with God.  Time yourself.  You will probably be surprised at the few moments you spend in the Lord’s Presence.  But I know what you are thinking.  It is the same excuse we all give.  I’m too busy.  If you’re too busy to spend time before God in prayer, you are correct. You are too busy.  In fact, you are busier than God ever intended you to be.  Time spent in prayer is not wasted time; it is invested time.  In giving our money to God, the more we give the greater the blessing -- so with our time when it is spent in prayer.  

How much worry and concern we could avoid if we took the time to carry everything to God in prayer.  He says, Be careful for nothing (don’t worry about one thing);but, in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Have you been enjoying the marvelous privilege of prayer as you should?  If not, delay no longer.  Take time to wait on God.  Keep in mind:  the man who gets along without prayer has to get along without God.

Now, to you who have never come to Christ for salvation, you cannot pray until you receive Christ.  The Bible says all prayer should be in the name of Jesus.  You cannot use His name until you’ve believed on Him.  Why not come to Him right now?  He longs that you be saved, for He is not willing that any should perish.  Will you bow your head and ask Him to come into your life?  You’ll never be sorry.  

Father God, we pray that You wi’ll use these few words to glorify Your Name.  O God, teach us how to pray and may we take time to pray and believe You for all things; for I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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