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   God’s Plan of Salvation             Dr. J. Allen Blair

If you expect to go to Heaven when you die, how do you plan to get there?  Well I’ll just say, if you have a plan, I hope it lines up with God’s plan.  For, if it does not, you will find yourself in deep trouble.  Stay with us as I explain God’s plan.

After Jesus came down from the Mount of Transfiguration, there came a leper and worshiped Him; saying, Lord if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.  We read that Jesus put forth His hand and touched him saying, I will: be thou clean.  And immediately the leprosy departed from him.  With what gratitude this leper must have fallen at the feet of the Lord to praise His Name for this marvelous healing.  Here was a man afflicted with an incurable disease, instantly cured and made whole.  Surely, we can understand something of the overwhelming joy that must have flooded his soul; but do you know there is a disease far worse in its consequences than leprosy?  Everyone born into this world is afflicted with it.  You bear its marks and so do I.  What is it?  Sin.  Every human is a sinner and constantly suffers from plagues of this soul and body destroying affliction.  The Bible says, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Now, the fact we must face is this: sin never cures itself.  It is hopelessly incurable without God’s remedy.  The Bible declares the only hope for sin to be death:  eternal death, endless separation from God.  The Bible says, the soul that sinneth, it shall die; but God in His grace and love has not left us to wallow and die in sin.  He has provided an escape - man’s only remedy.  It is not God’s desire that anyone be lost.  We read, in 1 Timothy 2:4, that He would have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

How then would God have us to be saved?  Well, some tell us to be active for God - do good things; be kind and helpful to your neighbor.  But how can a dead man do anything?  The Bible declares that we are dead in trespasses and sins.  It is impossible to be saved by doing.  If a dead man is to live, he must be brought to life.  Activity could not possibly raise one from the dead.  God is the only one who can produce life.  Thus, if we are to be quickened from spiritual death (the result of our sin), God must do something about it.  This He readily did.  Since the wages of sin is death, God had to pay the price for sin if anyone is to be saved.  The penalty had to be meted out on God’s Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  Thus we read, in Philippians 2:6-8, that Jesus being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Not only did God actually become man (and, at the same time continue to be God while He was man), He became sin for our sakes.  Second Corinthians 5:21 reads, For he (that is, God the Father) hath made him (Jesus, God the Son) to be sin for us, who knew no sin.  Thus, Christ became our sin.  Now I know it is impossible to fully comprehend all this.  I cannot completely comprehend it myself, but God declares it in His word; and, since His word is Truth, it must be believed.  Jesus Christ who is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world was nailed to the Cross, hand and foot, for your sin and mine.  In the darkest hour on the Cross, Jesus cried out, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  The Father had to turn His face from His Only Begotten Son.  To rescue Jesus from the Cross would be to let you and me perish in our sins.  Since sin separates from God, Christ (dying for the sins of the world) had to be separated from the Father.  Thus, in the time of deepest need, the Father spared not his own Son; but delivered him up for us all (Romans 8:32).   And, so, the blow fell.  The heaviest, the most sorrowful; the deadliest blow ever meted out: judgment for sin, all sin.  Thus, through Christ, the penalty for sin has been eternally paid --  As by the offense of one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life (Romans 5:18).  The Way was forever made whereby we might be freed from the bondage and burden of sin.  The Way was made possible for the taking - or, the “believing” -- but it was never to be forced on anyone.  Man must continue to be free to choose.  God made Him this way.  He may choose life, or death; but the choice must be his.  Those who go to hell go there not because God sends them there, but because they chose to go there rather than accept God’s eternal pardon through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thus, let us not mistake the mission of Christ.  He did not come to live or to show others how to live.  He came to die, as the sacrifice for sin.  We are reconciled to God, the Bible tells us, by the death of God’s Son.  All eternity look forward and all eternity will continue to look backward to the death of Jesus Christ as the supreme redemptive moment in the history of God and man.  

But the question is, do you believe?  Have you trusted in the Lord Jesus as your Savior from sin?  Have you come God’s Way?  Do you know you are saved?  A young businessman asked 25 different Sunday school teachers in a large city if they knew they were saved.  Twenty-three of the 25 did not know, yet they are supposed to be teaching children the way of salvation.  

Is it presumptuous to say that we are saved?  Not at all.  We know we are saved because we have trusted in Jesus Christ our Lord.  God has provided the way through Christ.  If the way depended on preparation on our part, then we might have our doubts; but the price is fully paid:  Christ paid it with His life on the Cross.  

Well, in spite of what God has done, some feel that they still must do something to earn salvation.  Some are working in the church and doing other things hoping to get to Heaven.  Others feel maybe it’s turning over a new leaf - each year, as the old year comes to its end, they begin to think of their weaknesses and failures and set up a few hopeful standards for the future.  There are some who think to “be a man” is the way - don’t drift with the tide, square your shoulders, throw your head high; do the “good” thing instead of the bad thing, do right and stop doing wrong.  Elevate your thoughts, others tell us -- keep your mind where it belongs; think correctly, and all will be well; what you are is what you think; keep thinking of the good, the pure, the true, and then you will eventually save yourself.  Some even deny the existence of sin as there answer for salvation.  (This is as hopeless as denying the fact of disease in the body and expecting a cure.)  Well, then, what must we do to be saved?  There is only one thing we can do:  The only requirement God has stated in His word is believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  Will you believe on Christ right now?  He is ready to receive you.  If you will, tell Him so.  

Blessed Lord, I thank You for Your great love; that though we deserve hell, you have made possible life through Jesus Christ.  May many trust Him today, I pray, in His Name.  Amen.
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