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        It’s a Beautiful Place       Dr. J. Allen Blair

These are difficult days in which we are living.  If this life were all we had for which to live it would be awfully distressing, wouldn’t it?  Be assured that this life only is not the supreme purpose for Creation.  God has much more for those who love Him and follow Him.

Have you ever wondered what Heaven is like?  Well let me say very quickly, it is a most wonderful place.  How do I know?  Have I ever seen it?  No, but my Bible tells me some interesting things about Heaven.  It doesn’t tell me everything, but it tells me all I need to know.  Most important of all, it tells me how to get there through believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  No matter how wonderful a place may be, if we can’t get there we might just as well forget about it.  Well, you can get to Heaven (if you want to go) through Jesus Christ who died for your sins.

Well, what do we see about Heaven in God’s word?  First, Heaven is a definite place.  That’s John 14:2, where Jesus said, I go to prepare a place for you.  It is not a state of mind or just a nice thought.  It’s a place.  Heaven is a place for those who love God; for those who have believed on His dear Son, and followed Him throughout life.  Heaven is a place of happy reunion where true believers are joined with Christ, and all others who have trusted in Him for salvation.  What a joy it will be to see the Lord, and our beloved family members who preceded us in death with this same hope burning in their hearts.

Well, second, the Bible tells us also that Heaven is a holy place.  Revelation 21:27 says, And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.  How different this is from earth.  We cannot pick up the newspaper without reading of shocking reports of tragedies often the result of corrupt sinful hearts.  Wherever we go we hear of evil people deceiving, cheating, and violating the law to get a few more dollars.  They are willing to thrust aside morality for selfish pleasure and gain.  Even the child of God is tempted and tried.  Ours is a constant battle with the wicked one who would turn us from the paths of righteousness.  We must be continually on guard against the world, the flesh and the devil.  But, for the believer in Christ, the battle will soon be over and we shall reach home safely where Jesus is the Light.  Sin will not be there.  Not only will we see Jesus, we shall be like Jesus: sinless for ever.

Thirdly, the Bible also tells us Heaven is a place free of all weariness.  With the pressure of modern living crowding in on us, we may wonder if there can be such a place.  Looking about us we see troubled hearts, tired bodies and jaded nerves.  Millions are burdened with the cares of life, searching for peace and rest.  We are living in a weary world.  We cannot but think of the poor, the homeless, and the underprivileged.  For some, each day is a bitter struggle from morning until night and, sometimes, even through the night.  But, for the believer in Christ, Heaven will change all this.  God says, There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.

Fourthly, not only is Heaven a place for rest, it is also a place of abundant activity.  We are told in Revelation 22:3, His servants shall serve him.  Now, just how we shall serve Him I don’t know; but whatever God has arranged will be wonderful.

And, fifth, but more than this, Heaven is a place untouched by pain, sickness or death.  All through life we have dreaded and sought to dodge these enemies.  We shall never meet them in Heaven.   Some on earth have known very little life without pain or illness.  Their lives have been endless chains of misery.  But God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  Indeed, the best is yet to come.   No more death.  God says, The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

While serving a pastorate in New York City some years ago, my family and I frequently drove through a cemetery on Sunday afternoons.  This cemetery is known far and wide for its stately trees, landscaping and beautiful flowers which change with every season of the year; but, regardless of its unusual beauty, it is still a cemetery filled with graves.  No one yet has ever seen a beautiful grave, have they?  There will be no cemeteries in Heaven, no sickly bodies, no sorrowful hearts.  Who wouldn’t want to go there?  Who would be foolish enough to spurn God’s invitation to this wonderful place?

Sixth, we should also realize that Heaven is a place of unlimited knowledge.  We spend years getting our schooling and then many more years applying what we’ve learned.  Coming to the end of life, we feel we have really just begun to learn.  In comparison with our future knowledge, it is true that we have just begun.  How often we have asked the question “Why?”  Why did God take my baby?  Why can’t I pay my debts?  Why must I suffer so?  Some day, all those questions will be answered.  God says, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.  In Heaven, Jesus will explain every tear.  He will interpret the purpose of every disappointment.  This will be wonderful and God has planned all this for those who love Him.

Now let me say just one more thing about Heaven:  For the child of God, Heaven is home.  To most of us, the word “home” means so much.  I think I never fully appreciated my home until I began to travel in a Bible conference ministry.  There were times when I so longed to be home and home was thousands and thousands of miles away.  I was tired in body, away from my wife and children, and I often thought if I could just get home for a few minutes I would be so glad.  But that was impossible.  I had to wait.  And then the day finally came -- out to the airport, up into the sky, and home.  That’s what Heaven’s like, friend.  You’re going home.  I hope you know Christ.  If you don’t, turn to Him right now.  Trust Him as your Savior and Lord.  He died for your sins, you know.  Just say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner and I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me.”  And He will do that.  Trust Him.  He’s there, waiting.  

Blessed Lord, we thank You for the wonderful provision You have made for the believer’s future.  Some of us are home sick, Lord, while others need to be made ready.   I pray, God, that You’ll work in our hearts today for Your own glory.  For I ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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