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    God Can Help (Part 2)                Dr. J. Allen Blair

Where do you go when your world seems to crumble?  Have you learned how to hasten to the place of refuge?  David knew how.  He said, When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher than I.  This is a good place to go:  Christ, the Rock of Ages.

Most of us are weak, frail creatures of dust with very little faith.  If we are in need of financial help, we do our best to find someone whom we think the Lord might influence to lend or give us money.  If there seems to be no apparent probabilities, we find it difficult to believe that God will supply.  If in need of employment, we make diligent inquiries.  If the prospects are not too hopeful, we feel that the situation is hopeless.  If we are sick and the physician is at a loss to know what to try next and there appears to be no apparent improvement, do we not get discouraged and allow our imagination to wing us off into despair?  

In other words, it is hard to believe that God is in no way limited though all else seems hopelessly futile.  To need money with the bills mounting higher and higher, with few prospects of finding a job; to lie in bed day after day feeling increasingly worse with patience giving out, makes a situation in which relief does not seem very probable.  Everything looks bad.  Depending on sight rather than faith, it is hard to believe that things will be any better.

Now, what is the real situation?  Are there nothing but liabilities?  Are there no resources?  There certainly are - thousands, millions, billions, trillions.  Where are they?  Above you, below you, around you?  Earth and air are full of wealth untold.  You cannot see it.  You need not.  All that is necessary is to keep your eyes on the Lord Jesus Christ.  The writer to the Hebrews had the answer:  Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.  That is necessary!  Keep looking to Jesus.  Don’t look away.  Keep your eyes on Him.  Remember - He is the Living God.  He will not fail.  He needs no help from anyone.  In fact, God’s word says, vain is the help of man.

You see, when man makes something, he needs some materials with which to begin.  But God can work without anything.  In the first verse of the Bible we are told that God created the heaven and the earth.  From what did He make them?  Nothing.  Absolutely nothing.  When the earth was made, what did He hang it on?  Nothing.  Not a scrap of anything was used to support it.  In Job 26:7, we read that he hangeth the earth upon nothing.  Friend, it is still hanging, isn’t it?  Very well then, a God who can make the earth, the sun, the moon and the stars out of nothing and sustain them can certainly supply all of our needs whether or not He has anything with which to work.  This being the case, why don’t we trust Him?  Why don’t we accept the wonderful promises of God’s word at face value?

You see, God’s promises are more than promises.  They are facts.  Every promise found in the word of God is a fact to be claimed as a reality.  Men make promises, but how many of them can be considered as fact?  

A friend tells us about taking a watch to be repaired.  The watchmaker assured him that it would be ready on a certain day, but it wasn’t repaired at the appointed time.  “I am going away tomorrow and I need it,” said the man.  “That’s alright,” replied the watchmaker, “I’ll have it ready for you by twelve o’clock tomorrow.”  “Are you sure?” asked the owner.  “Yes, I am certain” was the reply.  But, when our friend went at twelve o’clock the next day, the watch still was not repaired.  The watchmaker was very sorry, but claimed he had been too busy to get the job done.  Well, most of us have found people like that.  They make promises, but they don’t keep them.  They always have excuses of some kind.  But, thank God, He always keeps His promises.

Years ago, Solomon declared in 1 Kings 8:56, there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.  Scores of generations have passed since the man of wisdom made that memorable statement, but it is just as true today.  God hath not failed one word of all his good promise.  Has He ever failed you?  Why, of course not.  But you, like myself, have failed to trust Him time and time again.  You see, we trust the Lord for a while.  Then we look at the disturbing situation that surrounds us and become fearful.  We fret and worry, feeling that “Well, maybe God has forgotten us.”  We are like Peter of old who, when He saw Christ walking on the sea, cried out, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  The Lord Jesus bid him, Come.  But, you will recall that Peter took a few steps on the water and, being afraid, he began to sink, crying, Lord, save me.  Then we read (in Matthew 14:31), And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  What was Peter’s trouble?  Why did he not reach the Lord without sinking into the water?  The answer is obvious.  He walked on the water instead of standing on the promises of God’s word.  Jesus said, Come.  Peter did not stand on the promise.  Are we not guilty of the same?  Do we not often sink in the midst of our anxiety and despair because we step out on our own ingenuity, bank balance, education, or common sense; instead of stepping out on the promises of God.  For some reason, we seem to act as though God does not mean what He says.  

The prophet Jeremiah declares, Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.  Notice, he “ate” the word (that is, he believed it, received it and put it to the test).  The result was that it brought joy and rejoicing.  The neglecting of God’s glorious truth usually results in sorrow and disappointment.  Someone has said, “Every tomorrow has two handles:  the handle of anxiety and the handle of faith.”  Which handle will you hold?

God says, in Hebrews 11:6, Without faith, it is impossible to please him.  If we would see God work -- if we would experience His mighty power-- we must believe Him.  We must fully trust Him.  When we trust, we do not doubt; when we doubt, we do not trust.  Whatever your cares are at this moment, put them into the hand of God and He will put His peace into your heart.  

Now should you not be a child of God, you cannot trust Him until you know Him.  He longs that you come to Him and experience His wonderful salvation.   You cannot earn it.  You cannot buy it.  You can only receive it by receiving Christ, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He shed His precious blood to pay the price for your sins.  If you believe on Him at this moment, you will be eternally saved so that you can trust Him for every need of life.  If you don’t know the Lord Jesus, I pray that you will believe on Him right now.

Blessed God, I thank You for Your grace and mercy.  May we lean on You at all times.  You are our refuge and fortress.  Help us to trust You.  May we trust You for today and the problems of today.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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