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   Is Suicide The Answer?          Dr. J. Allen Blair

It is awfully disturbing as we consider the number of suicides we read about these days -- especially among young people.  From the number taking this route, we might conclude that it is an easy way out.  But, is it?  There is an all-righteous, holy God to be faced afterward.  The Bible tells us so.

The question is often asked, “Is suicide sin?”  Well, from all we have been able to gather from the word of God, there is no doubt about it.  Suicide is sin.  It is obvious that those who commit suicide are not only sinning against themselves but God, and will be held accountable by God.  Both the Old and New Testaments clearly teach that murder is sin.  And he who sheds his own blood is as guilty as he who sheds the blood of another.  

The Bible mentions only five cases of suicide:  Poor, deluded king Saul and his armor-bearer on the battlefield (1 Chronicles 10:4); Ahithophel, the traitor (2 Samuel 17:23); Zimri, the usurping king of Israel who reigned for seven days (1 Kings 16:18-19); and Judas Iscariot, the son of perdition who betrayed our Savior with a kiss (Matthew 26:48).  All one needs to do is read the account of the lives these men lived (as well as their exodus from their earthly existence), and he is soon convinced that suicide is contrary to the will of God.

Perhaps you recall how the devil sought to get the Son of God to commit suicide.  This suggests to me very clearly that the devil is the instigator of suicide.  When one commits suicide, he is actually responding to the voice of the devil and not to the word of God.  The Lord Jesus was being tested in the wilderness by the evil one, you may remember.  We read, in Matthew 4:5-6, that the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple.  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge, concerning thee; and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  The devil did not believe Christ was the Son of God.  This was a clear cut attempt on his part to get Christ to destroy his life.  But, Jesus answered, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  

The one who commits suicide refuses to play the game of life to the end.  John Stewart Mills said, “Every suicide betrays lack of moral fiber.”  The suicide is like the one playing the game who, finding himself on the losing side, gives up and quits.  He is like the child who upsets the checkerboard when he sees no chance of winning.  He refuses to endure to the end, but seeks to escape reality by a means he suddenly finds is no escape at all.  Suicide solves no problems, but produces far greater problems.  

The evil of suicide is that it betrays a trust.  God has given us the wonderful treasure of physical life.  It is not our right to destroy this priceless gift.  We read in Job 1:21, The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.  God is the author of life.  He gives and takes life at His will and discretion.  Never has He delegated this right or power to any human.  The angel of death will be sent at the appointed time.  He will come soon enough without being summoned.  Suicide is the coward’s exit of life.  It is heroic to face life with all its problems and sorrows, to fight the good fight of faith; but it is cowardly to refuse to obey God, and choose to flee from responsibility.  

Worst of all suicide dishonors God.  He is the giver of life, the sustainer of life, the constant provider of life.  He gives life with the desire that it be enjoyed and appreciated.  To commit suicide is to push one’s way into the presence of the judge of all men before the appointed time.  God makes it clear (in Hebrews 9:27) that there is an appointed time for us to die.  Now you may be wondering:   If a Christian commits suicide, will he go to Heaven or hell?  This question cannot be answered quickly.  

It is essential that we recognize what we mean by “Christian.”  In many cases, the term is used lightly.  A “Christian” is a person who sincerely believes on Jesus Christ for salvation.  He recognized the Lord Jesus as the One who died for sins and purchased his redemption.  Under normal circumstances I am convinced that one who has experienced the life of Christ will not desire to take his own life.  When confronted with reverses, he will realize that the battle is not his but God’s.  He will cast all his care on the Lord.  He will pray for sustaining grace to enable him to endure the hardship.  

Of course, there are people who “think” they are Christians.  They have gone through superficial acceptance of Christ, but it is all in the head (not in the heart).  We have some people like this around our churches.  They make a profession of faith, but they don’t last -- sometimes they even commit suicide.  This confuses us.  We say, “Well, they were Christians.  Probably, they will go to Heaven.”  But were they really Christians?  

Now, I am not saying a true Christian would not commit suicide.  I do believe this, however:  If he does it will be because of a lapse of memory or maybe temporary insanity.  I don’t feel that one who is really born of the Spirit of God, indwelt by the Holy Spirit, would take his own life deliberately.   

On the other hand, there is no guarantee as to what a man or woman might do without Jesus Christ.  Someone has gone so far as to say every man and woman without the Lord Jesus is a dangerous individual.  We cannot trust the flesh.  We cannot trust our own deceitful hearts.  But we can trust God.  The question is, do you know God?  Have you really met Him?  Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ?  

Some of you may be on the verge of the most tragic and sorrowful time of testing you have ever experienced.  You are not equipped in your own ability and ingenuity to face this.  You need Jesus Christ.  Only the Lord Jesus can equip us for the reverses and defeats of life.  If you never have, will you trust in Him right now?  Bow your head and ask Him to come into your life.  He will hear and He will answer your prayer.

Heavenly Father, help us to see our true selves as we are - weak, frail human beings; absolutely dependent on the grace and power of Almighty God.  And for some who have never realized this, may they turn to the Living Christ today I pray, for I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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