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        Called Out to Follow        Dr. J. Allen Blair

One time D. L. Moody was asked by a new convert if he would have to give up the world.  Quickly, Moody replied, “Just you give a clear testimony, and the world will soon give you up.”  Well, after I came to Christ, I found that to be true.  Have you found the same?

If you are a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, yours is a serious responsibility.  The Lord Jesus died to deliver believers from this present evil world.  But, many who profess to be His followers continue to do the things He hates.  You see, it was the world that crucified the Lord Jesus Christ.  Should we who profess to love Him be a part of that which gives every evidence of hating and despising Him?  

In John 15:19, Jesus said, If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  We are called out of sin and wickedness to live sacrificially for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Being a Christian is more than saying “I believe.”  It is to become a follower of Jesus Christ.  The Son of God did not make Himself at home in the world by enjoying all its pleasures and evils.  If He had, He could never have drawn anyone to the higher life.

Many Christians see double.  They see Christ, but they see much of the world also.  Thus, their double vision leads to a divided heart.  Their service becomes like that of Ephraim.  Ephraim is a cake not turned.  A cake unturned would be most unpalatable -- burned on one side, uncooked on the other.  

We who are Christians are called out ones:  called out of the world to surrender every thing to Him who gave His all for us.  Until God’s people are ready and willing to respond to His call to come out of the world, we shall never make any progress in reaching the world for Jesus.  As long as we cling to the world, we shall be wholly ineffective in telling others about the Son of God.  

What about worldliness in your life?  How may it be detected?  Who is the judge?  Can I tell you what worldliness is and what it is not?  Something which may appear worldly to me may not seem worldly to you.  Thus it is that we humans are not to judge.  The Bible is the only rule of faith and practice.  

Turning to the word of God, I should like to present five questions based on five passages of Scripture you and I might use to test any thing in our lives that might be suggestive of worldliness.  I believe you can use these five suggestions with any habit or practice, and easily determine whether or not it is of this world or of the Kingdom of God.

First, does it bring glory to the Lord?  In 1 Corinthians 10:31, God says, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  The follower of Christ is not to live for himself, but for the Lord Jesus.  Everything he does should bring glory to the Savior.  If it does not bring glory to Christ, then it is certain that it is a part of this present evil world of which the apostle John tells us will soon pass away.

Secondly, does it help me to grow in my Christian experience?  In 2 Peter 3:18, we who are Christians are exhorted to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  You see, it’s impossible to stand still in our Christian experience.  Either we are going forward or backward.  If we are not growing in the things of the Lord, we are getting away from God.  So let us analyze any questionable practices in our lives.  Do they enable us to become more like the Lord Jesus Himself?  If they do not, then they are wrong.  Get rid of them before they begin to zap your spiritual power from you.  

Now another question we should ask ourselves (relative to the questionable things) is, does it have the appearance of evil?  Now, I did not ask “is it evil;” but, “does it have the appearance of evil?”  In 1 Thessalonians 5:22, we read, Abstain from all appearance of evil.  Christians are not only to abstain from sinfulness, but the appearance of it.  We must be careful that we do not mar our testimonies by going places or doing things that the world might question.  It behooves us to walk circumspectly for Christ at all times, that we might bear a consistent witness for Him.

Now the fourth question I want to ask is, does it cause others to stumble?  Now, it may not cause you to stumble, but the true child of God must always keep in mind the weaker brother.  In 1 Corinthians 8:13, Paul says, Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.  Paul had in mind meat that had been offered to idols and then was put in the marketplace for sale.  Paul could have eaten this meat without any harm to himself, but he was fearful of the affect it might have on younger Christians who might see him buy meat that had been offered to idols.  So, in all things you and I must be very careful of the affect we might have upon those who are observing our walk for the Lord.  

Now the fifth question, does it appear doubtful?  In Romans 14:23, God says, And he that doubteth is condemned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  If you have any doubts whatsoever about anything in your life, you had better give it up.  Usually, if it is doubtful, it is sinful.  Until all doubt is cleared up, you had better forsake that thing that appears so uncertain in your Christian experience.  Realize the satisfaction we have in Christ.  In Colossians 2:10, we read, And ye are complete in him.  Christ has everything we need.  How many there are who name His Name yet run in every other direction searching for satisfaction.  We have perfect satisfaction in Christ.  At His right hand, there are pleasures for evermore.  There is nothing He does not have.  There is nothing we need that He cannot supply. 

And, should it be that you’re not a child of God, may I invite you to come to the Lord Jesus who can abundantly provide pardon, peace, and blessing?  He died for your sins and rose again, and today He offers you eternal life as His free gift.  

Maybe you’re like the rich man of Luke (chapter 12) who had thoughts only for earthly matters.  He fed his body, he clothed his body, and he entertained his body; but he failed to consider his soul which was as real as his body.  You see, you are more than flesh, my friend.  You are a soul.  And that soul will live eternally -- either in Heaven or hell.  I urge you to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be assured of Heaven.  Will you trust in Him at this very moment?  I hope you will.

Blessed Lord, I thank You for Your great love.  In the light of this everlasting love, may we be willing to cast aside those things and practices that do not honor and glorify Jesus our Lord, for we ask in His Name.  Amen.
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