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Words Can Be Dangerous                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we never offended anyone by our speech?  We are so careless at times by what we say.  Dr. A. B. Simpson said, “I would rather play with fork-lightning than speak a reckless word against any servant of Christ.”  That’s good advice.

The spoken word can never be recalled.  When it leaves the lips, it is gone forever.  What we have spoken is fixed.  It cannot be changed.  But, though gone forever, the spoken word is not forgotten.  Every thoughtless word that has left the lips of mortal man has been recorded in the annals of Heaven.  God says, in Matthew 12:36-37, But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shall be justified, and by thy words thou shall be condemned.  

Idle words are careless words that sting, cut and defame other people.  They are words that bring dishonor and reproach to the Name of God.  God honoring speech, like holy living, demands a greater power to affect it than can be found in the human heart.  Only those who are fully committed to the Lord Jesus Christ can know victory over a careless tongue.  For as a matter of fact, corrupt speech is not primarily a problem of the tongue alone.  We must go to the source of the difficulty.  The Bible says, for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.  The secret of a controlled tongue is a controlled heart.  And how is the heart brought under control?  There is only one way: through Jesus Christ.

Now I need not tell you that even those of us who have believed on Christ continue to sin with the tongue.  This is not because we must or because God desires it, but simply because we do not claim victory through Christ.  In Him we possess the power, but we do not always appropriate it.  How common it is in churches to find gossipers who are not only hindering God’s program, but because of this treacherous and heinous sin bringing judgment on themselves.  God warns, in Leviticus 19:16, Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbor:  I am the LORD.  He who ignores this admonition must suffer the penalty. 

Now we may be sure that gossiping on the part of the believer is an indication of low spirituality.  A back-biting tongue draws from the stagnant wells of a backslidden heart.  Do you recall the old-fashioned doctor who always began his diagnosis by saying, “Let me see your tongue.”  As the tongue seemingly provided a good index to one’s physical condition, it still is effective in determining the spiritual.  One’s speech usually reveals what kind of Christian he is.  No wonder David prayed: Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.  

Few of us realize the serious consequences involved in thoughtlessly talking about other people.  Gossip has separated old friends and brought cruel misunderstandings.  It has blasted the reputations of godly men and broken the hearts of many of God’s dearest saints.  It has blocked the power of the Holy Spirit in many churches, preventing revival.  It has brought untold grief and misery to many a sincere and godly pastor.  James gives sound advice when he says, Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.  By our actions, it would seem that James says “swift to speak, slow to hear, quick to wrath.”  We are to be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.  Most of us talk too much.  Talkativeness is rarely an evidence of spirituality.  

In Ecclesiastes 5:2, God says, Be no rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.  God says in His word, If any man seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.  He further says, Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.  Who could begin to estimate the number of lives that have been turned away from Christ because of thoughtless words from the lips of Christians?  Yet, on the other hand, right words fitly spoken might attract the unsaved to the Savior.

Well, what about us?  Do we turn people to Christ or away from Christ by our speech?  David said, in Psalm 39:1, I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.  Have you been sinning with your tongue?  Have you been turning people from Christ because of your careless speech?  You say you are a Christian, but do you talk like one?  Is your speech becoming to one who bears the name of Jesus Christ?  Oh, Christian friend, get victory in your heart through our wonderful Lord.  Confess the sin of your uncontrolled tongue and God will graciously forgive you. 

It may be that you will find it necessary to make matters right with someone that your thoughtless speech has harmed and offended.  By all means, do it!  And the Lord will bless you for it. Don’t hinder the work of the Holy Spirit any longer.  Daily, pray with the psalmist:  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.  

Let your profane tongue become a praising tongue by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ into your heart, if you never have.  Realize He died for your sin and rose again that you might have a living Savior.  And He wants to change your life.  And, it could be, that He will change your speech.  Let Him into your heart.  Open your heart to Him right now and say, “Jesus, I want to be saved.  Come into my heart and save me,” and He will do just that.  

Heavenly Father, we rejoice that we have such a Wonderful Savior who guides, leads and directs us in all our ways.  Help us, Father, as far as our speech is concerned that we may glorify Him in the words we speak.  May the Holy Spirit direct us and we shall thank You.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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