(Tape No. 242)
  Have You Gotten the Vision?  (Part 2)   Dr. J. Allen Blair

Would you classify yourself as an asset or a liability to God?  Well you may say, “Hold on.  I am a Christian.  I couldn’t be a liability.”  You don’t think so?  Many Christians are liabilities.  Without a vision, we are all liabilities.  

Well, I’m back again to continue our thoughts on vision.  I said if you and I are to be successful in usefulness for the Lord, we need a vision.  The letters of vision suggest six essentials to me.  The first one is “v” for “victory.”  We must have victory in our walk for the Lord Jesus.  Two: “Intercession.”  We need to be involved in a prayer ministry.  And now we come to number three, “s.”  

“S” stands for “service.”  Would you get a vision of the work that needs to be done for Christ in these days?  Then thrust yourself into the midst of the battle and get busy for God.  There is no question about it.  We have too many brakemen in our churches and not enough engineers.  

God says, in that soul-stirring 100th Psalm, Serve the LORD with gladness.  God has endowed us with sound bodies, the needed faculties for usefulness, gifts and talents.  But what do we do with them?  We see how much money we can make.  We relax and lounge in comfort, living for ourselves while the Lord’s work continues neglected and undone.  Someone has said, “There are too many lily Christians: they toil not, neither do they spin.”  

How humiliating it is to contrast ourselves with some of God’s men of former years.  There was John Wesley who traveled 250 thousand miles on horseback, averaging 20 miles a day for 40 years.  He preached 40 thousand sermons, produced scores of books, knew ten languages.  At 83, he was concerned that he could not write more than 15 hours a day without hurting his eyes and was ashamed that he could not preach more than twice a day.  He also noted in his journal that at the same time he found an increasing tendency to lie in be until 5:30 in the morning.  John Wesley had a vision.  Where did he get it?  Serving the Lord.  His was a life of sacrificial service for Jesus.  The more he worked for Christ, the more concerned he became for the lost.  How many do we find with this kind of loving compulsion to serve Christ in our day?  Many think by attending a Sunday morning worship service and occupying a pew for an hour they are doing God a great service. 

We need a vision - the kind that comes by doing.  God says, Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.  Now, “i” stands for “instruction” (that is, the second “i”).  David said, in Psalm 39:3, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue.  First he meditated on the word and communed with God.  As he did, the flame of compassion for the needs of the lost began to burn in his heart.  Finally, he went out to tell them of the grace and glory of God.  

A friend relates his experience in his use of the Bible.  He says, “As I study, I am warmed to a white heat.  Soon, I am fairly ablaze.  If I did not let out steam somewhere, I would explode.”  Should not God’s word have this affect on all of us?  Should it not cause us to burn within with a holy desire to reach the lost for Christ?  Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?  

If we would be used of the Lord, the contents of the Bible ought to have a grip on our lives.  This means that everyday we must take time to study the Scriptures.  The Bible is bread for the daily diet, not cake for special occasions. 

Now we come to “o” which stands for “obstacles.”  How many of us have been deterred from paths of mighty usefulness because of the obstacles that appeared in our paths?  Rather than using these as stepping stones to surge forward in our mission for Christ, we chose the easier way or quit altogether.  I understand that the little mole is one of the most powerful animals for its size.  And what’s the reason?  Simply that it lives its life amidst obstacles.  Let us not lament over our God-given obstacles.  Surely we shall be rebuked in our attempt to hold forth the word of life.  Some of us will be persecuted and, perhaps, even martyred.  But this is not defeat.  Blessed are ye, God says, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.  No notable work has ever been accomplished for the Lord without hardship, toil, and - often -- bloodshed.  Would you and I have a Savior today had not Christ been willing to face obstacles?  Let us not choose the easy way, but God’s way - however costly it may be.

Now, you may have obstacles; but, if you know the Lord Jesus Christ, you need not fear.  Mr. Mueller (the founder of the Bristol Orphanage) was relating to a friend some of the difficulties he had to contend with in providing for the orphans which he had to feed day-by-day.  He said when he finished his friend said to him, “You seem to live from hand to mouth.”   “Yes, sir,” said Mr. Mueller, “It’s my mouth, but God’s hand.”  Well, that’s right, dear friend.   Don’t forget:  God can handle any obstacle.

Now, our last letter: “n.”  “N” stands for “necessity.”  Looking at many Christians and the way they live, we might conclude that a vision for the work of God is merely optional.  The Bible, however, makes it clear that it is both obligatory and urgent.  There is a time element involved.  I heard one time that men and women are dying at the appalling rate of 95 a minute.  That’s 5,707 every hour; 136,968 every day.  Think of it:  During the few minutes of this broadcast, approximately 15oo people will have passed into eternity.  For this reason, dear friends, you and I need a vision of the multitudes slipping into eternity without our Savior.  We cannot afford to live for ourselves.  The tremendous need necessitates immediate action.  I have had people ask, “What will happen to the heathen who never had a chance to hear the Gospel?”  Well that isn’t my problem.  I’m concerned about what will happen to me if I disobey God and do not heed His command to get the Gospel of salvation to the heathen.

Christian, do you need a vision?  Ask the Lord to do a work in your heart right now.  And, unsaved friend, Christ paid the entire price for your sin.  But it is meaningless to you until you sincerely receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord.  I hope you’ll do it right now.

Father God, we are concerned about our lack of vision.  Do something fresh in us, I pray.  As we yield ourselves to Your leadership, may the Holy Spirit take full possession of us; for I ask in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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