(Tape No. 242)

        Hardening the Heart     Dr. J. Allen Blair

Years ago, while in high school, I was taken to an evangelistic meeting.  I was invited to receive Christ, but I refused.  Not until five years later did I get another chance - which, I assure you, I did not refuse.  Do you know it is a dangerous thing to reject Jesus Christ?   

I would like to direct your attention today to the 6th chapter of Hebrew.  Beginning with verse 4, we read:  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.   Now, I don’t think the writer of Hebrews is speaking about saved people here as some Bible teachers say.  A careful examination of the text reveals that those of whom he speaks were not born again.  He says they were enlightened - and you have to watch these words here.  They were enlightened.   No one  has ever believed on Christ without being enlightened.  We are told, in 1 Corinthians 2:14, The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are spiritually discerned.  The natural man includes all those who have never believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  The natural man, God tells us, is spiritually limited in himself.  He cannot comprehend spiritual truth.   He must be enlightened to the extent that he can understand the Gospel as presented in the word of God.  The enlightenment is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

As lost souls come in contact with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit comes upon them with His ministry of enlightenment.  Thus, they are enabled to get a taste, as the Bible says, of the heavenly gift.  They are able to understand the Gospel.  Now, it doesn’t say they ate.  It simply says they got a taste.  Thus they were made partakers of the Holy Spirit (or, more literally, they went along with the leading of the Holy Spirit).  Again, we read in verse 5, that the tasted the good word of God.  Perhaps for the first time they had spiritual understanding as to what it meant to be saved on the basis of the price God paid in shedding His blood for their salvation.  They got a taste of the powers of the world to come.  They realized the importance of preparing for eternity.  There came upon them a spirit of conviction, whereby they were convinced in their own heart that they ought to do something immedieately about receiving the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now we are told, further, in Hebrews 6:6, If they should fall away (now, literally, this is if they should “turn” away from this leading - this conviction, enlightenment of the Holy Spirit), it is impossible to bring them back to this place again.  God says, in Genesis 6:3, My spirit shall not always strive with man.   In other words, not only is it a dangerous thing to reject the Lord Jesus Christ, it may lead into hopelessness.  God’s spirit may never come again in conviction and compulsion.  The Holy Spirit will have been driven away forever.  Now, I believe Pharaoh committed this sin.   Indeed, Pharaoh tried to play with God for a long time.  The spirit of conviction came upon him, but there is no trace of his repentance.  Doubtless, Judas was also moved in the sense that he had a concern.  I’m sure he was convicted.  He was greatly disturbed because of his sin, but he did not turn to Christ.  Both of these men gave every evidence of being guilty of rejecting God because they did nothing about their salvation.  It is a terrible thing to harden one’s heart toward Christ after the Holy Spirit convicts him of sin and reveals the Gospel to him and urges him to believe on the Lord Jesus.  It is very possible, if he resists this leading of the Holy Spirit that never again will the Spirit of God return to enlighten him in the attempt to draw him toward Heaven.  Never another chance: what a tragedy.

Well, someone asks, “Now, I’m not a believer.  I have rejected Christ on occasion.   How do you know that I have not committed this sin?”  Well, let me answer this question very briefly.  In the last chapter of the Bible we read, And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  Here is God’s invitation to sinners everywhere to come and be saved.  Do you want to turn to Christ?  Do you feel at this very moment that you would like to believe on Him and be saved?  If so, you have the opportunity right now to receive Jesus Christ.  

At the conclusion of my message in the evening service in a church in Chicago, I gave an invitation to anyone who would like to receive Christ and be saved.  No one responded.  Though I did not know the people in the audience, I had the consciousness in my own heart that someone there needed Christ that night.  I repeated the invitation, but there was no response.  We completed the service with a hymn and prayer.  And after all the people were gone, I told the pastor that I felt as though someone in the audience needed Christ.  Well he said to me, “Do you know, I felt the same way?”  We both agreed that we should get on our knees and pray that whoever this one was might come to the Lord Jesus.  Well, after our prayer meeting, we went to the door of the church preparing to leave when suddenly a man about 60 years of age and his wife came running to us.  Both of them had been crying.  “We must talk to you,” they said.  We went back to the study and, with tears streaming down his cheeks, the man said, “My wife and I went all the way home from church without saying anything to each other.  When we got into the house, she said to me, ‘Do you feel like I do?’”  And he said, “I do.”  She said, “Let’s go back and get saved.”  

What a wonderful experience it was to see these two people come to the Lord that night.  They told us how they had been convicted all through the service.  The Spirit of God had made them both conscious and aware of their sins and their need of Christ.  They almost hardened their hearts against Christ, but they did not.  They came to the Lord Jesus.  They came before it was too late.  

My dear friend, God may be dealing with you at this very moment.  Will you come to Him?  Bow your head and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner; but I realize that Christ died for my sins and rose again that I might have everlasting life.  At this very moment, I receive Jesus.”  Tell God that.

Blessed Lord, I pray that no one listening will resist the leading of the Holy Spirit and miss life in Christ.  Perform miracles, I pray.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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