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    Don’t Miss the Blessing            Dr. J. Allen Blair

I feel awfully sorry for Christians who have never opened the door of faith that leads into sacrificial giving to God.  They analyze their income and obligations but overlook completely the miraculous provision of the Lord in response to believing faith.

It was Henry Ward Beecher who said, “In this world it is not what we take up, but what we give up that makes us rich;” and, yet, does it not seem that the trend in this modern age is “get all you can, and keep all you get”?  This many people believe to be the formula for prosperity and comfort; but (as Mr. Beecher said) it is not taking up, but giving up that makes us really rich - rich not for ourselves, but rich toward God.   Is there anything more important in life than being rich toward God?  Oh, how many people we have known who were rich in the sight of people, but paupers in the sight of God.  It is for this reason that the Lord Jesus says, in Matthew 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.   

Now, let me ask, where is your heart today?  Where is your real interest in life?  Is it buried in your own selfish exploits?  Or is it in the great task of propagating the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ?  How common it is to find Christians, those who have declared themselves to be followers of the Lord Jesus, living almost wholly for their own concerns rather than the cause of Christ.  There is a special joy in giving to God that one cannot experience in any other way.  The more we give to the Lord and His work, the greater is the experience of this joy.  My wife and I can certainly testify to this fact.  

When we were married, we began our married life by using a tenth of our income for the Lord.  Several years afterward, we increased it to 15 percent; later to 20 percent, then to 25 percent.  And, for years, we have been taking 50 percent of our salary and putting it into the Lord’s work.  Sometimes we wonder how we get by on so little, but we recognize the fact that we are not doing it.  It is God doing it through us.  What a joy it is to permit God to be the head of the house, to provide the needs, to care for the bills, to undertake for the illnesses.  How wonderful to be able to turn everything over to Him. When we honor Him with our giving, He certainly cares for everything.  

I am sure, if we had not recognized this long ago, we would have had much grief in our home.  But the Lord has given joy - abounding joy, unknown to the unresponsive heart.  We read, in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that God loveth a cheerful giver.  I believe this means He honors those who give joyfully to Him.  Indeed He does.  There are many Christians that would be far better off today had they been honest with God and honored Him in their giving.

In a certain church, there was a poor widow who supported herself and her children.  Though her weekly offerings to the Lord’s work in that church were small, they were quite sizable in proportion to her income.  Well, one day, one of the wealthy members of the congregation approached the minister and suggested that the poor widow woman should not be expected to give anything to the church.  In fact, this wealthy businessman said he would assume her obligation in addition to his own giving to the church.  The pastor called on the widow to tell her of the thoughtful and generous offer.  Tears came to her eyes as she said, “Do you want to take from me the joy and comfort I experience in giving?  Think how much I owe God!  My health is good.  My children keep well.  And I receive so many blessings that I feel I couldn’t live if I did not make my little offering to Jesus each week.”  

What a difference it would make in our churches today if all believers felt as did this humble woman.  Many Christians look to someone else to carry the financial load of the church while they squander their income on their own selfish exploits.  They enjoy all the benefits of the church to which they belong, but they assume little of the responsibility that God has committed to them.  They remind me of the fellow we see standing beside the road on occasion, known as the hitchhiker.  The hitchhiker is an interesting person.  There are doubtless many exceptions -- but the behavior of most of them indicates a beggarly philosophy of life.  Most hitchhikers want a free ride.  They assume no responsibility for the funds needed to purchase the car, the gas to run it, or the cost of maintenance.  They expect a comfortable ride and adequate safety.  The hitchhiker assumes that the driver has insurance covering him, in the event of accident.  Sometimes he’s even bold enough to ask the driver to take him to a specific place, even though it entails increased mileage or inconvenience to his host.  

In a certain sense there are hitchhikers in our churches.  I believe this situation is far more serious than that of the hitchhiker who stands beside the road.  In the church, he demands all the benefits and privileges without feeling the slightest responsibility for its support in money, time or service.  If he doesn’t get all he thinks is his by some natural right, he is usually most demanding and critical.  What can the church do about these hitchhikers who are looking for a free ride?  It can do little (probably) except pray that God will open their eyes to see the wealth of good things they are missing by being “takers” rather than “givers.”

Now, before we judge others and condemn them, let’s look at ourselves and be sure that we are not one of the hitchhikers.  It is easy to excuse ourselves and condemn others.  Now, be assured, you can never out do God in giving.  I challenge you to try and see.  Enter into the practical experience of Luke 6:38, Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  Increase your giving to God and, at the same time, increase your joy and blessing in the Lord.

Now what I’ve been talking about is a personal matter.  Don’t expect your pastor to call on you and say “I see by the books that you give very little to God . . . Don’t you know it’s sin to steal from God?”  Well the pastor can’t do this, though it would be to your advantage if he could.  But this is wholly between you and God.  Discuss it with Him, will you?  And, if you’re not sure of your own personal salvation, believe on Jesus Christ right now and enter into the joy of salvation.  Don’t delay.  If you do, you’ll be the loser.  I hope you’ll trust Christ -- and then be a giver rather than a taker.

Father, Your grace is always sufficient.   You never fail us.  May we not fail You in our stewardship responsibility.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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