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  Is There Life After Death?          Dr. J. Allen Blair

You may have your own ideas about life after death.  You may be right or you may be wrong, but I know someone who died and is alive today.  I hope you will stay and hear what He had to say.  It may be just what you need to hear.

Many years ago, Job asked the question, If a man die, shall he live again?  Since Job’s day, many others have asked the same question.  But what about it?  Need we speculate about life after death?  Is there any certainty about it?  Ah, yes, most assuredly so.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ assures us that there is life beyond the grave.  The Son of God came to this earth and, after a little over 30 years, was crucified and buried.  But the grave could not hold Him.  Jesus rose from the dead.  It is Christ who gives us a definite answer to Job’s question.  He says, in John 14:19, Because I live, ye shall live also.  If you have come to Jesus Christ and trusted Him for salvation, you should have the blessed assurance of someday meeting Him and spending eternity in His presence.  

One time when Rykiel was conducting the final rehearsal of his great choir for the production of The Messiah, the chorus had sung through to the point where the soprano soloist takes up the refrain:  “I know that my redeemer liveth.”  On this occasion, the soloist’s technique was perfect.  She had faultless breathing, accurate note placing, and flawless enunciation.  After she finished, all eyes were fixed on Rykiel to catch his look of approval.  Instead, he silenced the orchestra, walked over to the singer, and asked, “My daughter, do you really know that your Redeemer liveth?  Do you?”  “Why, eh, yes,” she answered, hesitantly, “I think I do.”  “Then, sing it!” cried Rykiel, “Tell it to me so that I will know and all who hear you will know the joy and power of it!”  Then he motioned to the orchestra to play again.  This time she sang the truth as though she knew it and had experienced it in her own soul.  The old master approached her with tear-dimmed eyes and said, “You do know! for you have told me.” 

Let me ask you, do you know that your Redeemer liveth?  Do you know Jesus Christ?  Do you have the wonderful hope of life beyond the grave?  If not, come to the Savior before it’s too late.  He is the only way of salvation.  God’s word makes this so clear.  We read, in Acts 4:12, Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.  

Many years ago, the mayor of Boston decided to disguise himself and visit the slums of the city to get a better idea of what they were really like.  After walking through the slum district all day he asked for a night’s lodging in a cheap boarding house.  His landlady told him he could chop wood the next morning in payment for his board.  After breakfast, he took the ax and set to work.  Not being experienced at chopping wood, he made very little progress.  Well, a young fellow who was watching said, “Give me that ax, Mister.  You don’t know how to use it!”  After the young man had finished, the mayor gave him a card and said, “Call at this address at four o’clock this afternoon and I’ll see that you get a job.”  The young man looked at the card and said to himself “The poor fellow’s crazy - he thinks he’s the mayor of Boston.”  But, needing employment, he thought he would try.  He called at the appointed time and place and was given a job.  Later, when a newspaper got the story it headlined it The Greatest Social Stoop in the World.  But, be assured, the stoop of that Boston mayor was as nothing compared to the stoop of the Son of God when He came into this world to save sinners.  

Listen to Philippians 2:5-8.  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Here was the greatest stoop in the world.  The Son of God humiliated Himself for you and me, giving His life’s blood that we might become the possessors of eternal life.  How can any of us turn our face on the Savior after all He has done for us that we might be eternally saved?  

Now, if you’ve never come to Him, at this very moment He bids you, Come.  His arms are outstretched, pleading for you to come.  In Matthew 11:28, He says, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  How wonderful is the rest He gives.  You will never know it until you bow before Him and receive Him as Savior and Lord of your life.  Do not do like many and put this off until some future date.  Very often that future date never comes.  Things happen so quickly in life.  We need to be ready to meet God at any time.

A Christian couple in a church I formerly served as pastor had been vacationing up in the New England states. They were driving down toward New York on one of the parkways when the wife suddenly said, “John, I have a severe headache.”  He pulled over to the side of the road and stopped the car and turned to her, and she was dead - slumped over in her seat.  In just a matter of a few seconds she was gone.  Of course, we know where she went because she knew the Lord.  She was a follower of Jesus Christ.  Because I live, ye shall live also.  That’s His word to us.  This lady went to be with Christ as He tells us in His word.  But what about you?  Where would you go if your life were to be snapped out of you within the next few seconds?  Praise God, I know where I would go:  I would go to be with the Lord Jesus because He saved me by His grace.  You, too, can have this hope if you respond to His invitation.  Will you come to Him today?  I hope you will.

Father, we pray that many may look upward and turn to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for their sins.  We know there is no other name and, so, may they come to Him.  I pray this for His glory.  Amen.
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