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           Examine Yourself          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Doubtless for some of you it has been a long time since you have taken an examination.   Your school days passed long ago.  Well I want to encourage you to take an examination of sort today.  It won’t be difficult.  So, listen for details.

Let me direct your attention to 2 Corinthians 13:5 where God says, Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.  This is a most important verse.  Millions have failed to give any consideration to it at all.  Let me interest you in the serious responsibility of examining yourself today before God to see whether or not you belong to Him.  There are many people who think they are children of God, but according to the Scriptures they are not.

One of the most erroneous statements we hear in religious circles is that of the “Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of men.”  This statement is true as applied to all who have sincerely believed on Jesus Christ.  But, usually, it is spoken of everyone.  If you have never been born of the Spirit - born from above, born anew - you are not a child of God.  

I received a letter one time sent out by a religious organization.   In it were these statements:  “Man is a child of God and all men are brothers, one of another.”  Further, it said, “All men are children of God.”  Well, if this is true, why bother to send our young people out as missionaries?  Why send them to Africa, India, Japan, and other parts of the world?  Do we send our missionaries merely to inform people that they are children of God?  Jesus told us to Go and make disciples of all men - make them followers of God.  No one can be a follower of God until he comes to know God.  This is why Paul declares, Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.

I read a statement issued by the director of the television branch of one of our large denominations.  He said, “Television, if properly used, can become the most potential force for the spread of religious thinking since the printing of the Bible.”  Now, I recognize the effectiveness of television in spreading the Gospel; but I see no value in spreading religious thinking.  It is not religious thinking that will save souls; it is Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.  It is this message we must never fail to proclaim.  The central truth of the Bible is that salvation is in Jesus Christ.

In the 15th chapter of John, we read about the vine and the branches.  In verses 5 and 6, Jesus says, I am the vine, ye are the branches:  He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.  Mere nominal (or, professing) Christians; that is, those who have never been truly born again, remain unfruitful because the life of God is not in them. What is the result?  They wither.  Later, they are gathered to be burned -- a picture of the unsaved being cast into eternal hell.  True believers in Christ will be fruitful.  They will draw on the power and the life of Christ for their daily living.

There are two classes of people in the world:  the saved and the lost.  Those who have trusted in Jesus Christ are saved.  All the rest are lost and on their way to hell.  The only way one can be saved is by coming to Christ and permitting God to perform a miracle in the heart.  Man cannot perform miracles. Only God can do this.  But, if you are willing to trust in the living Christ, God promises that you will become a new creature:  old things will pass away; behold, all things will become new.  My, how wonderful is the power of the Gospel of Christ in transforming lives.  

On several occasions, I have spoken at the annual conferences of the Mel Trotter Mission in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  These conferences honor Mel Trotter’s spiritual birthday.  Some years ago, Mel Trotter was drunk - on his way to Lake Michigan to end his life.  About to pass the Pacific Garden Mission, he decided to go in.  While in the service, the Spirit of God convicted him of sin, spoke to his heart, and drew him to Christ.  That night, he was gloriously transformed by receiving Christ as His Savior and Lord.  Mel Trotter got cleaned up and straightened out for God.  He became a power for the Lord and was used in reaching hundreds of derelicts and “down and outers” for the Lord Jesus Christ.  

At the conferences I attended at the Mel Trotter Mission, they had a number of converts who were saved in the Mission who gave their testimonies.  I wish you could have heard some of these men -- former gangsters, thieves, drunken sots -- now cleaned up, washed up, out preaching the Gospel; taking their place in society as honest, true, peace-loving citizens.   Men who were once a burden to society, now proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ; once mastered by sin, now with faces aglow, and radiant with joy in their hearts, they are telling what God has done in transforming their lives.  Now, how do you account for this?  Did they merely become religious?  No.  They bowed at the feet of the Savior and claimed Him as Lord of their lives, and they were made new creatures in Christ.  

Romans 6:17-18 describe these people clearly.  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.  Now what God has done for these men He can do for you today, if only you will open your heart to Him and permit Him to move in and do what He wants to do in you.  There is power in the Gospel.  Paul says, in Romans 1:16, For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (or, “to the Gentile”).

Now maybe you haven’t degenerated to the depths of sin as some of these men have who were saved at the Mel Trotter Mission.  Nevertheless, you are a sinner and you need the Savior.  If you have not received Christ into your life, I urge you right now:  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ at this very moment.  Let Him become the Lord of your life, and you will be eternally saved; then write to us and tell us about your decision and we’ll send you some helpful literature.  Let’s pray together.

Father, we praise You for this new life we possess in Jesus Christ and today we are concerned about many who don’t know Christ.  They know “church,” they know religion; but they need to know Jesus Christ as their very own.  And we know He wants to enter their life, and we pray that many right now will say, “Jesus, come into my heart and save me.”  And we know You will, in the power of the Gospel.  Father, we praise You for these things, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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