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         Delight in His Way                                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

Have you ever said something like this:  “I am sorry that that had to happen.”  Well I looked up the word “happen” in the dictionary and the meaning it gave for happen was “something that occurs by chance.”  Well, if you are a Christian, does any thing in your life occur by chance?  I’ll be back.

There are many people who call themselves Christians; and, yet at times, they feel as though God has gone away and left them.  Passing through some severe calamity or trial, they overlook completely the fact that God is very near and in the midst of their adversity.  The Lord never forsakes His own.  He never closes His eyes to our need.  

Now I want to direct your attention to one of the great promises of the Old Testament, found in Psalm 37:23, where we read:  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.  First of all, let us ask, who is a good man?  Well, from the Bible we learn that a “good man” is the one who has repented of his sins and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  You see, we have no goodness of our own. But trusting in the living Christ, His goodness becomes our possession.  So, in speaking of a “good man,” God means a person who has been redeemed by the blood of Christ.  We might even read this verse:  The steps of God’s blood-bought children are ordered by the Lord; and, because of this, the children of God delight in the Lord’s way.

How wonderful is the providence of God.  He says to every believer in Matthew 6:34, Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  This is not to say that we should not plan for the future.  It means we are not to be concerned about the future.  We are to trust God for all things, assured of the fact that the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.  We have a mighty God who promises, in Philippians 4:19, to supply all our need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  These are not merely nice-sounding words.  This is a proven fact for every believer to appropriate.  

One of the names given to God in the Old Testament is El Shaddai, signifying “the all-sufficient One.”  The word in the original Hebrew expresses the thought of an exhaustless fountain that pours itself out in everlasting fullness without stint, without limit, without the possibility of being exhausted.  The root word is used in various ways as, for instance, sometimes it signifies a mother’s breast supplying an abundance of milk for the infant.  And it is also used to signify a great spring that never runs dry - gushing from the mountainside.  The word could also be translated “the out-poured God,” corresponding to the idea of Pentecost: the out-pouring of the fullness of the Holy Spirit from the ascended Jesus, for Jesus is the infinite fountain and out of Him is poured the everlasting river of the Holy Spirit.  

Now put this name El Shaddai (the all-sufficient God, the out-poured God) in connection with your present need.  As you look to yourself and your own resources, everything looks hopeless, but looking to El Shaddai the picture changes immediately.  Darkness is transformed into light.  Sorrow is changed into joy.  Restlessness becomes peace because of Him.  If we know the Lord Jesus, and if we are (by His grace) walking with Him (in fellowship with Him), we may rest assured that nothing can come to us apart from His divine will.  We are His children and the steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD.

Though often the future seems confusing, the child of God has nothing to fear.  The Lord promises in Psalm 32:8, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou should go:  I will guide thee with mine eye.  In Jeremiah 32:27, God says, Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?  In Isaiah 41:10, He further assures us, Fear thou not; for I am with thee:  Be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  What do these verses tell us (along with scores of others like them throughout the word of God)?  They simply say in language clear and plain that the steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD.  

Now what about the last part of Psalm 37:23?  The verse reads, The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.  The true child of God should find delight in whatever the Lord sends, but do we not fail at this point?  We may believe the first part of the verse with the entire heart.   We accept the fact that God leads in all things, but do we really delight in His plan and in His purposes?  One reason we do not delight in the Lord’s way is that we have not surrendered ourselves to Him.  We do not desire the will of God above all else.  We still want our plans, our ways, our programs.  

Now, there are three ways open to all of us:  the way of the world, the way of self-will, and God’s way.  You may or may not reach your destination by traveling the first two ways, but you may be assured there will be no failure if you follow God’s way.  If we obey the Lord and seek above all else to do His will regardless of what comes, we shall be able to say (in the words of Matthew 11:26), Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.  Though many Christians talk about the will of God, few really want it.  This fact is never more obvious than in seasons of trial and distress.  The child of God who is fully trusting the Lord for all things, who above all else wants God’s will for his life, will accept hardship and perplexity from the hand of God in the same manner in which he receives comfort and blessing.  He will delight in the way of the Lord and rejoice in God’s marvelous providence - knowing that the steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD.

Now of course, if you are not a child of God (having never trusted in the living Christ for salvation), I can understand why you become discouraged and depressed.  You need Christ.  Only Christ can change misery into happiness.  Only Christ can give peace and everlasting contentment.  Turn from your sin to Him: the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for your sins and paid the price that you might have everlasting life.  Let Him direct your life.  Submit to His will and control and, indeed, you will delight in His way, too.  And you will confess with those of us who have experienced this fact and found it to be true that the steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.
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