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The New Birth                     Dr. J. Allen Blair

Can a person be sure he will go to Heaven when he dies?   He most certainly can.  God makes the way so clear in the Bible that even a little child can understand.  Well, I hope you’re ready.  If not, please stay right where you are, and I’ll be back.

Some of our relatives of a former generation used to sing, “I don’t know where I’m going, but I’m on my way.”  Though only a popular song, yet for many in our day, it is a theme that characterizes their lives.  On they go - drifting aimlessly, carelessly - they know not where.  But they are going somewhere:  they are hastening on to eternity, which they will spend either in Heaven or hell.   Only as we are born again can we go to Heaven.  Jesus declared this.  He said, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.   He further said (in this same 3rd chapter of John), Ye must be born again.  To be born again means to be born from above, or to be born anew.  This is a spiritual rebirth affected the moment we put faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  Immediately, by a miracle of God, we are made new creatures in Christ.

Now, you will notice that Jesus said, Ye must be born again.  This word must should not be considered lightly.  We must be born again if we are to get to Heaven.  There is no other way.  We are by nature sinners.  Under no circumstances can God condone sin.  He can forgive sin, but He can never overlook sin.

We should realize that Nicodemus, the man to whom Jesus spoke concerning the new birth, was a moral man.  He was respected and revered; a man of high honor in his church; a master of Israel.  But, like anyone else, he was a sinner and needed to be born again.  To him Christ declared, Ye must be born again.   Our Lord loved Nicodemus too much to compromise.  He did not lower the standard, nor change the way.  

There is only one power that can snap the chain and break the fetters of sin, that can open blind eyes and cure wounded lives, that can hush storms and still tempest; and what is this power?  The power of God experienced through the new birth.  This is the power that can lift men and women from sin and ruin, and create in them new hearts whereby they love and practice holiness rather than sinfulness.

Will you seriously and earnestly ask yourself the question, “Have I been born again?”  Now, don’t excuse yourself because you’re a church member.  Many join church without experiencing the new birth.  Nicodemus was a church member.  Thousands have their names on the church books, but their names have never been written in the book of life because they have not been born again.  They take the cup of communion, but they have never taken of the cup of salvation.  Maybe you’re waiting until you get older until you come to Christ.  It is possible for an older person to be saved, but it is usually improbable.  The older one gets, the harder the heart becomes.  It is rare to see a grey-head come to Christ.  The majority of people who come to the Lord are under 25 years of age.  That is why you need to be born again now.  

Do not be deceived into thinking just because you’re growing older you can crowd the things of God out of your life.  You must still face God in judgment for the Bible declares, And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.  No one of us knows whether this time is distant or near.  It is for this reason we need to be ready.  

Perhaps you recall the crash of a United Airlines plane west of Fort Collins.  Fifty lives were snuffed out and bits of the devastated plane were scattered over almost the half-mile area.  Amidst the debris lay a torn book entitled “From Here to Eternity.”  With mute irony, the title of the book told the story of the ill-fated passengers - from here to eternity.   Five minutes after that plane crashed, every one of those people knew that the Bible was true; for they were either in Heaven or the fires and torments of hell.  For those 50 souls, the day of decision is forever past.  Their eternal destiny is sealed:  those who are born again are forever with Christ, alive and in Heaven; those who are not born again are forever in hell to suffer its pain and anguish throughout eternity.  Life is so uncertain.  We need to be ready to die at any time.  We are only ready as we are born again.  You may not fully understand the new birth.  This is not necessary.  It is only essential that you believe it.  

Nicodemus did not fully understand the new birth, nor has any other human fully understood it.  Can the finite mind grasp the infinite?  But because I cannot fully understand the new birth, am I not to believe it?  There are many things in life I cannot understand and which I believe.  I marvel every time I ride through the clouds in an airplane.  How tons of weight can soar through the skies, I don’t know; but I believe it, and I believe in airplanes.  Likewise, I am mystified with television.  I cannot understand how scenes and voices miles away can be brought to the screen of a television set.  The mystery, however, does not prevent me from believing it.  I cannot understand it, but I believe it.   Nor can I fully comprehend all the mechanics of my automobile, but I depend upon it to carry me here and there as I travel about.  I believe in automobiles.  

Shall I refuse to submit to the living Christ and experience the new birth because I cannot explain all the mysteries of salvation?  This would be ridiculous.  Is not the word of God enough!  What about it?  Have you been born again?  Have you come to Jesus Christ, the only One who can save and give you eternal life?  May it never be said of you that you might have been born again, but you did nothing about it.  

Consider what Christ has done for you.  He could have stayed in Heaven.  But, because He loved you, He came to this earth to bear the cruel reviling of wicked men culminating in His death on the Cross, where He shed His precious blood that can completely blot out all your sin.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and receive Him into your heart.  God will cleanse you from all sin.  You will be born again.  Will you do it?  I pray that you will.

We thank You, Father, that we can be assured of Heaven.  May some listening, who need to be born again, believe on the Lord Jesus and be ready.  I pray this in our Savior’s name.  Amen.
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