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We All Need It               Dr. J. Allen Blair

Some people look upon meekness as weakness, but that’s not what the Bible says.  Jesus tells us the meek shall inherit the earth.  The Bible also tells us to Humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord, with the assurance that He will lift us up.  How humble are we?

You will notice from the Scriptures that the life of Moses can be divided easily into three parts of 40 years each.  During the first 40 years, he was busy learning to be somebody.  During the second 40, he was even more busy learning to be nobody.  In the third 40 years, he was busy proving what God could do through a man who had effectually learned these lessons.

Of course, the greatest example of all on the subject of humility is our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  We read, in Philippians 2:5-9, Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name.  Christ humbled Himself, and became obedient.  Let those words burn into your hearts.  He humbled Himself, and became obedient.  Christ did this - He who is the Lord of all who commit themselves to Him.  

Not only is He our Lord, but our pattern.  What He was and is we shall be.  If He humbled Himself, and became obedient, so should we.  He became obedient unto death.  Think of His death: the ignominious death on the Cross.  To His dying moment He continued to be humble and obedient.  In spite of all that His wicked persecutors did to Him, He cried out to His Father, Forgive them, for they know not what they do.  What an expression of His humility and obedience.  They maltreated Him and placed a crown of thorns on His head.  They spat upon Him.  They beat Him.  They ridiculed, laughed and jeered.  The climax of their hatred was evidenced in nailing Him to the Cross and holding Him up before the people with two thieves, as the object of scorn and laughter.

But, in spite of all this, He could patiently look into the face of His Heavenly Father, and say, Forgive them.  He had every right to say “Father, punish them.  Visit them with divine vengeance.  Pour out Your wrath upon them.”  Even His righteousness could easily have provoked a prayer for judgment upon these wicked, despicable, ungodly creatures who nailed Him to the Cross.  But He made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant . . . he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. What an example for you and me.   

If we say we are believers, followers of Jesus Christ, we must truly follow.  And no one can follow Christ without being humble.  God says to you and me (in Philippians 2:3), Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  Do you esteem others better than yourself?  Or do you esteem yourself better than others?  Someone has well-said that one of the greatest opportunities in life is to play second fiddle well.  Some there are who boast about their playing second fiddle.  They are proud of their humility.  Others complain about playing second fiddle.  But some of those who complain about playing second fiddle ought to be glad that they are in the orchestra at all.

I heard a man say not too long ago, “The trouble with our church is that we have too many chiefs and not enough Indians.”  This is the trouble with many churches today.   Everybody wants to be the boss.  But it is workers we need - humble men and women of God who will say with Paul, God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Christ.  It is unquestionably true:  If there were more Christians glorying in the Cross, rather than in self, many more souls would be coming to Christ.

Some time ago, a message was given by a young preacher during which he quoted the following.  “If you are too big for a little place, you are too little for a big place.”  I like that.   It’s an old rule of the Kingdom of God that when we try to get big, we always get smaller by the moment.  God is jealous of His glory and will not allow anyone to share it with Him.  The effort to appear great will bring the displeasure of God upon us, and effectively prevent us from achieving the greatness for which we are striving.   Humility pleases God whenever it is found.  And the humble man will have God for his friend and helper always.   Only the humble man is completely sane, for he is the only one who sees clearly his own size and limitations.  The egotist sees things out of focus.  To himself, he is large and God is correspondingly small.  And that’s a kind of moral insanity.  

Phillips Brooks provides a good example for us as to humility.  When he was elevated to the position of Bishop in his church, he called a dear friend aside and said to him, “If you ever see any difference in me; if there is any change in my attitude toward my fellow man; if I begin to lose my humility, will you please come and tell me?”  He knew that God would only continue to bless him and keep him in high position as he remained humble.  That’s worthwhile for all of us.  

Well, let me ask in closing, have you been proud and haughty?  Is your speech marked by arrogance?   Humble yourself in God’s sight.  Confess your sin to the Lord.  Get right with Him.   Claim victory over your pride through Christ.  Do not let your life be a big “I.”  Say with the apostle, For me to live is Christ.

Maybe you’re proud because you don’t know Christ.  The self-life is always a proud life.  It may be that you have never really been born again. Today, as you listen to my voice, you’re still in your sins - lost, unsaved, hell-bound.  You need the Savior.  Remember:  He died on the Cross, and then rose again; paying the price for your sins that you might be saved.  Will you turn to Him today?  Will you let Him come into your life?  You will never regret this step of faith.

Heavenly Father, give us victory over ourselves, I pray.  Help us to see wherein we fall far short of Your glory.  Bring us to repentance.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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