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Let’s Get To It               Dr. J. Allen Blair

I read recently that there is no better exercise for the heart than reaching out and lifting people up.  I want to give you an example of this, in just a few minutes.  But please think about what I said - especially if you are a Christian.  Well, keep listening and I’ll be back after our music.

In the opening verses of the 3rd chapter of Acts, we read of Peter and John going up to the temple at the hour of prayer.  Passing from the outer to the inner court of the temple, they approach the gate called Beautiful - so named because of its doors of exquisite Corinthian bronze.  As they neared the doors, their attention was drawn to a cripple, lame from birth.  For years he had been carried to the gate daily so that he might beg for money.  As the two apostles approached, the beggar held out his hand in solicitation for help.  Looking down upon this helpless figure of poverty and rags, Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee:   In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.  Peter then took the beggar by his hand and lifted him up; and we read in verses 7-8, immediately his feed and ankle bones received strength.  And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple wrought by the power of God.

Now Peter did not give this beggar what he wanted, but what he needed:  the healing touch.   I believe there is a very special message in this passage of Scripture for the present day church.  Too many churches are giving people what they want, rather than providing the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ.   Men and women all around us today need to experience the transforming power of Christ.  God has told us, in Psalm 96:3, to Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people. Now we have not fulfilled our obligation before God to declare His glory among the heathen and his wonders among all people.  There is nothing more important in the world, as far as true believers in Christ are concerned, than pointing lost souls to the Savior who died for them and rose again from the dead.  Most of us are in a far better position to help than were Peter and John.  In many of our churches, few could say truthfully “Silver and gold have I none.”  Not only do we have the Gospel, but we have the silver and the gold.  God has blessed us.  He has been good to us.  For what reason?  That we might live for ourselves and the flesh?  No, that we might spread the Gospel of Christ.  Not all of us can go to the mission field.  But I believe any Christian who cannot go is obligated to seriously pray about sending somebody else.  Our inability to go does not excuse us from the obligation to send someone else.  

Repeatedly, the Bible calls upon us to sacrifice for God.  But how few are really sacrificing.  The psychologists tell us that the basic law of life is self-preservation.  And, as you look at the way most people live, this seems to be true.  The Lord Jesus taught, however, that the basic law of life is self-sacrifice:  John 12:24 - Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.  Thank God, here and there He does have His faithful servants who are living in this world not for themselves, but for the Lord Jesus; and their lives are marked by regular sacrifice for Him.  

Yes, God has His faithful servants here and there who are in business for the Lord Jesus, and who are concerned about souls.  We see this as we receive letters from listeners to our broadcast.  We do not receive many large gifts.  Most of them are very small.   Many of the gifts that come to us come out of experiences of real sacrifice.  Letters tell of conditions in homes of faithful saints who are living only for one purpose, and that to spread the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Truly these saints of God can say, “Such as I have give I thee.”  

But, oh, the tragedy is that many who profess to be followers of the Lord have not caught the vision of sacrifice for the Lord.  I am told that in the average church 30 percent of the church members carry 90 percent of the church’s financial load, while 70 percent carry only 10 percent of the financial load.   Now, what does this mean?  Low spirituality for 70 percent of the people.  The Lord Jesus declared, in Matthew 6:21, Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Now where is your heart today?  You say you are a Christian.  Is your heart in the work of God?  He has called us to do a job and that job is to reach the lost with the Gospel.  Let’s get busy before it’s too late.  

Too many of God’s people are on the receiving end of salvation.  Can we be true followers of the Lord Jesus and be receiving only.  He says, in Matthew 20:28, The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.  Christ was not on the receiving end, but constantly on the giving end of things.  He was always ministering to someone else.  

Recall the incident of the feet washing in John 13.  The Lord Jesus did not say “Peter, get a basin.  Fill it with water and wash my feet!”   The Lord Jesus got the basin.  He filled it with water, and washed Peter’s feet.  This experience was typical of His entire life, which was one of giving rather than receiving.  Of course, the ultimate was the giving of Himself and the pouring out of His life’s blood on the Cross for your sins and mine, and for all who are willing to believe on Him.  In deed, the spirit of constant sacrifice is that which is so greatly needed in Christians today.

Maybe you say, “Well, I’m a tither.  Should I do more?”  Well, all of us who know Christ must recognize the New Testament standard of giving.  This is more than the tithe.  The tithe, you see, is legalistic.  The tithe is the fruit of the flesh, under the Old Testament law.  Any true believer who stops at the tithe is stumbling block to the message of grace.  Those who have experienced the wonderful grace of the Lord Jesus should live by it.  This principle is clearly portrayed in Luke 14:33, Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.  I do not believe God is so much concerned about the ten percent some Christians give to Him.  He is grieved because of the 90 percent that they are squandering upon themselves.  We must constantly ask, “How can I best glorify Him through all that I have?”  The world needs Christ.  We must be the faithful saints to carry the Gospel to them.

Our God and Heavenly Father, help us to look out and not in.  Give us a concern for those who are empty and without Christ.  Warm our hearts, I pray.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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