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    The Most Expensive Thing            Dr. J. Allen Blair

Thanks for listening to Glad Tidings!  I want to talk to you about the most expensive thing in the world.  You have it and I have it.  We ought not to have it, and we ought to do our best to get rid of it.  But “how” is the big question.  I’ll tell you, so keep listening.

What is the most expensive thing in the world?  God declares, in Romans 5:12, Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.  From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible makes it clear that sin is the most expensive thing in the world.  All the misery, suffering, dissatisfaction, and unhappiness in the world today is the result of sin.  How subtle sin is.  It whispers pleasure from the glass of sparkling liquid, but all too soon the careless drinker becomes the incurable drunkard. 

Sin invites our young people to imbibe of its enjoyable pleasures, but quickly the blush and purity of youth vanish:  Lust hath betrayed its prey.  Sin finds its way into the home:  Husbands and wives become jealous; suspecting and being unkind to each other.  Love vanishes.  Divorce is obtained, and the children are left to face life marked by the brutality of a broken home.  Sin attracts the businessman:  The road of cheating and deceitfulness seems to be an easy one; but this is only a temporary highway until the business is lost, and the good name is gone forever.  Sin even takes on a religious cloak:  Millions are being lulled into the sleep of eternal death amidst beautiful music, massive sanctuaries, and powerless sermonettes.  Later, these deluded listeners will awaken out of their sleep to face an Almighty and holy God with unprepared souls to enter a Christless eternity.  Well, I might sum it all up in the words of Proverbs 13:15, Good understanding giveth favour:  but the way of the transgressors is hard.

You and I are living in a day when not only the ungodly mock sin, but those who are supposed to be new creatures in Christ as well.  Black is no longer black; white is no longer white, but both are blended into a lovely and appealing grey.   In the days of Ezekiel, God charged His people with making no difference between the holy and the profane.  He even declared, I am profaned among them.   He was speaking of His own people, those who professed to be His followers.  They were the ones who by their sins were profaning the Name of God Almighty.  But what was true in Ezekiel’s day is also true in our day as well.  A few generations ago, sex and immorality were thought of usually in terms of the man or the woman of the streets.  The picture has changed.  It is reported that Americans are now in the throes of a sex obsession unparalleled in the nation’s history.  The regrettable fact is that the church cannot be excused from this sad state.

An article in a national women’s magazine recounted the story of a young bride-to-be who went to her high school physician for a pre-marital examination.  He expressed surprise that she was still a virgin, and told her that approximately 60 percent of the girls in the school were not.  Flabbergasted, the young woman went to her pastor.  He indignantly labeled the doctor’s remark as “vicious and scandalous,” for many of the girls were in his church.  The doctor persuaded him to get the facts.  Within 30 days these were evident:  One of the high school girls committed suicide because she was pregnant, two girls had abortions, and one had an illegitimate child.  Few evangelicals would want to admit to rampant promiscuity among the young people of their church.   Yet, the facts prove that it’s true.  I am unwilling to place all the blame on our young people.  Parents have failed.  They have failed their children not only by their own immorality but, in many cases, by their failure to set a godly example that would challenge these young people to walk with God and the power of Christ.  Of course we can sit back in horror (building up resistance and animosity against the preacher), but one fact is still true - let me give you four words from Genesis 16:13 - Thou God seest me.  With a false piety we can lift our heads high and judge those around us, but God sees our hearts.  Psalm 44:21 declares, He knoweth the secrets of the heart.   I wonder how we would feel if people could see our hearts as God sees them.  Suppose we were to wear panes of glass over our hearts and people could see our thoughts and all that is within.  I am sure we would prefer stained glass.  There are many hiding under the stained glass windows of a church today.  Their lives are vile.    Their thoughts are wicked.  Their actions are abominable, but they think by hiding in church they will get by.  But God declares, in Numbers 32:23, Be sure your sin will find you out.  It always does.  There is no escape from the eye of God.  And, for anyone living in sin, God says judgment is ultimate.  

It seems to me that the worst evil of a believer living in persistent sin is not only the damage it does to himself, but it is the affect it has on others in hindering the testimony of God.  We would like to think that no one is affected by the secret sins of our lives, but the Bible teaches otherwise.  Whether the sin of a Christian is open to the world, or known only to himself and to God, the body of Christ is affected.  Adam and Eve were the only two people in the world at the time of their sin, but the entire human race has shared in that sin.  David’s great sin began in secret, but affected untold numbers of his people besides the members of the two families involved.  In studying the history of Israel in Judah, we find that the entire nation was affected by the life of the king.  Baasha was an ungodly man and did evil in the sight of the LORD.  We read of the disastrous result in 1 Kings 15:34, he made Israel to sin.   Here was a leader of the people of God, chosen to lead them in the way of the Lord; but, contrariwise, he led them into sin.  Secretly, Ananias and Sapphira kept out part of the purchase price of their property but told the disciples they were giving the entire amount.  They had not lied to men as much as to God.  Their punishment was swift and terrible and was not only a warning to the other members of the group, but also a cleansing of that part of the body of Christ. 

As it is in the life of the individual, so it is in the life of the group.  If all members are wholly consecrated Christians (filled with the Holy Spirit and living in obedience to God), victory and power will be evident.  If there is sin in the camp, the entire membership will be affected.  The testimony of the church will be dwarfed, and the power of God will be extinct.  Thus, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ, is there some pet sin in your life that is hindering your testimony for the Lord?  It may even be preventing revival in your church.  Let God give you the victory.   You may have tried to overcome it dozens of times and you have failed dozens of times.  Job said of God, I know that thou canst do every thing.  Well He certainly can.  God can do everything.  He can remove that sin from your life, if you’ll let Him do it.  Oh, let Him give you a life of victory.  Go to God in prayer, and tell Him all about it; and He is willing to forgive your sin, if only you’ll confess with a desire to walk with Him.

Blessed Lord, we are looking to You for real victory today.  Some of our listeners are struggling under the weight of un-canceled sin.  May this be the day when they will confess to You and make all things right.  And, for any who do not know You, may they turn to Jesus right now.  For I pray in His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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