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Workers for God                  Dr. J. Allen Blair

Are you a church member?  If you are, what kind are you?  Are you a working member, or just a pew-sitter?  I hope you are a working member because they are the ones who get special blessing from the Lord.  So often we think of sin as drunkenness, murder, adultery, stealing and the like.  But sin includes much more than this.  There are many sins being practiced by church people and Christians who would not think of drinking, committing murder or adultery, or who would not steal.  They are guilty of such sins as greed, selfishness, gossiping, and many others.  But the particular sin I want to discuss with you today is the sin of idleness.  This is a common sin among those who call themselves Christians.  The children of Israel were guilty of this sin years ago.  

In Amos 6:1, we read of the prophet of God crying out to his people, Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.  Does not the same lethargy still exist among those who call themselves followers of the Lord?  Most church rolls contain the names of numerous people who say they are believers, but in reality they are almost completely idle when it comes to serving God. 

When Christ was a child He said, I must be about my Father’s business.  He never deviated from this life of obedient service to the Father.  Later in life, He declared (in John 9:4), I must work the works of him that sent me ,while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.  And, in Acts 10:38 we read how He went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil.   Our Lord was tireless in His efforts to serve the Father.  Should not His blood-bought children have this same concern to do the work of God?  Consider this petition in our Savior’s high priestly prayer (recorded in John 17:18) - As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  Does this mean anything to you?  It does to me.  This means as our Lord served the Father faithfully so must we who are true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Child of God, you have a high calling from God.  If you are a true believer there was a time when you committed your life to Christ.  This commitment was followed by a commission.  We have not been ordained to be consumers, but every one of us truly born of God should be a producer.  Every follower of our Lord should be an asset rather than a liability to God.  This fact is clearly advanced by Scripture.  Jesus said (in Luke 19:13), Occupy till I come.  And God says, in 1 Corinthians 4:2, Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  We read, in Psalm 100:2 that we are to serve the LORD with gladness.

So often when people are asked to serve the Lord they give the answer, “Well, I’d like to but I’m too busy.  I have no time.”  Of course they haven’t.   It is a case of putting first things first.  Actually, none of us have time.  But the issue is do we really love Christ.  If we do, then we shall take time from other things and give it to Him.  God says, in 2 Chronicles 29:11, Be not now negligent, for the LORD hath chosen you to stand before him to serve him.  You see, Christianity is more than doctrine.   It is doing.  God says, in Ecclesiastes 9:10, Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.  How many there are that know all about doctrine.  Week by week they are giving themselves to the study of the word of God.  But we are not only to take in, we are to give out.  God would have us busy in His service.  

A friend tells of being in a country home where a little boy lay dying with pneumonia.  The mother kept busy putting hot water bottles on him.  She was up day and night ministering to him.  It was a case of either do or die.  Listen.  We need something of this same spirit among God’s people today.  There are some people who think Christianity simply means being good.  There is a difference, you know, between being good and being good for something.  Lots of Christians are good, but good for nothing.  They do not do anything for God.  

It was Gypsy Smith who said, “What the church of God needs today is men who will talk less and work more.”  Well I suppose some of you are saying “Well, I’m too old.  I’ve done my work.  There’s nothing more I can do.”  Do you know, after years of preparation, Moses began the principal phase of his work at the age of 80?  And that Caleb was 85 when he began his conquest?  Also, let us realize, that the decade between the ages of 60 and 70 contain 35 percent of the world’s greatest achievements; between 70 and 80 years, 23 percent; and after 80, eight percent.  That means that two-thirds of the world’s greatest achievements are produced by those beyond 60 years of age.  

It is said that Titian did his best paintings between 70 and 90.  Michelangelo did his best work after he was 60.  And Tennyson, at 83, wrote Crossing the Bar.  Goethe wrote his Faust at 80.  Antonio Stradivarius produced over 1,000 violins and was past 60 when he made his first one.  

Let’s not use the common excuse that we are too old.  Invest the ability and experience God has given you in reaching the lost for Christ and doing the work of God.  I believe we need to remind ourselves, also, that God not only expects us to serve Him, but He desires that we serve Him well.  I have heard people say, “I’ve done my bit.”  Doing your bit is not enough.  We must do our best for God.  

We read, in Galatians 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  The work of the Lord must not be done in a thoughtless and perfunctory manner.  How many believers there are who are careless in the way they serve the Lord!   Most churches have some Sunday school teachers who spend little or no time preparing to teach their classes; officers in our churches fail to give the proper time to the work which they have been chosen to do.  Certainly if many of the businessmen of our churches ran their business like they do the work of the Lord, the business would have been on the rocks years ago.

Well, let me ask, what do you have for the Lord?  Give it with a willing mind and God will get the use of it.  Grasp the opportunities that lie all around you for the Lord.  Be a soul winner for Christ.  Get busy for God.  Get active in your church.  

It may be that you are not serving Him because you are not really a Christian.  You may be a church member but lost and bound for hell because you have never sincerely invited Christ to come into your heart.  Receive Him, dear friend.  Let Him come into your heart and life, and let Him transform you.

We thank You, our Father, for the privilege of serving You.  We thank You for the strength and wisdom You give.  May we not waste it, but use it to glorify your Wonderful Name.  Through Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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