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       It Could Change Things            Dr. J. Allen Blair

God has provided for us His written word, the Bible.  I never read the Bible until I was 20 years old, but a day hasn’t passed since that I did not read God’s word.  It has done wonders for me and our home.   Probably many thousands of you could give the same testimony.  

When we realize that the Bible can be read through in one year simply by reading three chapters a day and five on Sunday, we see that the task is really not too difficult.  Thus, I would like to recommend that every one of you listening to me take the time to read your Bible through.  It will be one of the most profitable things you could ever do.  Now let me give you five reasons why we ought to read the Bible through:  (1) Because of the person it presents.  Whether we read the Old Testament or the New Testament, there is one person portrayed throughout.  In the Old Testament (to a certain extent) he is concealed, while in the New Testament he is revealed.  And who is this person?  Jesus Christ.  But, whether concealed or revealed, He can be found in both the Old and New Testaments.  In fact He says, in Psalm 40:7, In the volume of the book it is written of me.  All through the word of God we see Him, for it is written about Him.  In speaking of the Scriptures (in John 5:39), the Lord Jesus said, they are they which testify of me.   He is the grand theme, the central object, of the word of God.  Now what should be of greater value than really knowing Christ?  And how do we get to know Him?  Through His word.  All you and I know about the Lord Jesus has come from the Bible.  Either what we have read or what somebody has told us, but we know nothing more about Christ than what we have found in the word.  It is for this reason that you and I ought to seek to devour the word that we might fully know Him.

(2)  We ought to read the Bible through because of the conviction it conveys.  With sin so prevalent on every hand (in the church as well as outside the church), those of us who know Jesus Christ need to be brought face to face with our own sins each day.  What book is more qualified to do this than the Bible?  The Bible is God’s infallible word.  In 2 Timothy 3:16-17, we read that All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  It is profitable for what purpose?  For instruction in righteousness.  But, before God speaks of instruction in righteousness He says it is profitable for reproof and for correction.  It is like a mirror to reveal our sinfulness to us.

(3)  We ought to read the Bible through because of the guidance it gives.  In that familiar 119th Psalm, David declares (in verse 105):  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.  How many times we have found the word to be just that!  When we did not know what to do or which way to turn, God shed light upon our pathway.  From His word He seemed to say This is the way, walk ye in it.  Now I am sure many of you will agree that there have been times too innumerable to mention when you were confused and disturbed about the future; but, as you spent time with the word of God, the Lord spoke to your heart - giving comfort, peace and guidance.  

When I was a young man, I went through a period of four or five months of physical and mental unrest.  The doctors felt (after giving repeated tests) that I might possibly have either Leukemia or Hodgkin’s disease.  In between biopsies at the hospital, I was traveling in a Bible teaching ministry.  I recall one particular Saturday afternoon as I sat in a hotel room alone, far away from home, the devil began to tempt me sore.  He was throwing doubts at me from every angle, leading me to believe that I must be separated from my family - that I would soon conclude my ministry.  My future seemed hopeless.  In desperation, I turned to the word of God.  The Lord directed me to the wonderful 118th Psalm where, in verses 17-18 I read:  I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over to death.  What peace these words brought to my heart.  As I read them, the enemy was frightened away.  I read them once, and again, and many times again.  I read them aloud and it seemed as though that whole room became a haven of peace, when only a few minutes before I had been surrounded by the demons of hell.  God assured me that my time had not come to face eternity and that there was still work to do.  Here was clear cut guidance for the future.

(4)  We should read the word of God through because of the benefit it bestows.  How would you feel tomorrow morning if you opened your mail and one envelope contained a check for $1,000 from a very dear friend with a letter stating that just because of your friendship he wanted to present you with this gift?  Would you consider it beneficial?  Well, listen.  David said, in Psalm 119:72, The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.  God’s word is more beneficial to us than thousands upon thousands of dollars.  If you will practice the daily reading of God’s word - reading it through at least once a year - you’ll have found this to be true.  But some people are far more interested in rushing off to their business to make the extra dollar than they are to reap the thousands from the study of God’s word.  What benefits they miss!

(5)  We should read the Bible through because of the opportunities it offers.  What are its opportunities?  They are many, but one stands out of them all:  The word of God tells us over and over again of the opportunity of coming to Jesus to be saved.   It is for this reason that I recommend Bible reading (to those of you who have doubts about God and eternity) to see for yourselves.  Read the word.  Even though you may have doubts, read the Bible through.  Let God prove Himself to you.  You will find in this book the greatest opportunity that you have found anywhere:  that of coming to Christ and being eternally saved.  Salvation can be yours, if you will turn to the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you are not willing to take my word for it, go to the word of God.  See for yourself.  God will show you, if you go with an earnest and seeking heart.   He will make it clear to you.   He will open your eyes to the truth.  Thus, may I urge all of you to read your Bible through.  

I thank You, Father, for Your word.  Truly it is a lamp to our feet to guide our steps in Your chosen paths.  May we not neglect it but read and study it faithfully every day.   In the Name of Jesus.  Amen.
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