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Are You Critical?                   Dr. J. Allen Blair

The problem with most Christians is that we prefer to be on the judgment seat rather than on the witness stand.  But let’s remember:  God is the judge.  He putteth down one, and setteth up another.  We are not the judges, so put it all in God’s hand.

The Lord gave the children of Israel a miraculous deliverance from their bondage in Egypt.  The Lord God Almighty intervened at the hour of their greatest need, and led them out into liberty.  Not long afterward, however (as they followed their leader Moses in their wilderness journey), they became extremely dissatisfied, and began to criticize Moses and Aaron unmercifully.  Moses was God’s chosen servant to lead his people in divinely ordained paths.  But the children of Israel rebelled; and, in order to blame someone other than themselves, they murmured and complained against God’s servants.  Moses took about all he could stand of their unjust criticism.  And then, in Exodus 16:8, he makes his reply, saying, The LORD heareth your murmurings which you murmur against him: and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, but against the LORD.  Now here is a very important fact that true believers must not overlook.  As definitely as the murmurings of the children of Israel were directed against Moses, the Scriptures assure us that their criticisms were actually against God.  It is a dangerous thing to criticize God.  Thus, for the Christian, we can say it is dangerous to criticize because all criticism from the lips of the believer is against God. 

Now, if we really believe Romans 8:28 - that all things work together for good to them that love God - then we must be willing to accept all things from God.  If we are dissatisfied with things that come in our pathway of life and we criticize them, our criticism actually goes deeper.  It is criticism of God, for all things work together for good to them that love God.  We must not overlook the fact that God is the judge.  He did not appoint us to be judges.  He says, in Matthew 7:1-2, Judge not that ye be not judged.  For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.   If we are critical and censorious regarding our brothers in Christ, then be sure God will be very critical of us.  The tragedy is that in most cases our judgment is faulty and unwarranted because we don’t know the facts.  God’s judgment is righteous judgment.  He sees all and knows all.  Thus He says, in Romans 2:1, Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest, for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.  You see, in judging others we condemn ourselves.  How true this is and, very often, this condemnation comes in the form of sorrow and regret.  How many lives have been ruined; how many homes have been destroyed; how many hearts have been broken, by the sin of criticism?  I might add, how many churches have been split; how many ministers have been sent to their graves; how many Sunday school teachers have been discouraged, because of criticism?  

Are you guilty of this evil?  Oh, let the Holy Spirit work in your heart and life.  Confess your sin to the Lord Jesus and then claim His forgiveness.  Ask God to control your tongue and your thoughts, for actually criticism is mental indigestion.  God can bring the thoughts under control.  In fact, only God can do this.  But we must be willing to let Him work in our hearts to control our tongues which have brought sorrow to so many people.  

Most of us are guilty of the weakness of seeing the other fellow’s faults clearly -- but we are unable to see our own.  We are ready to censor our neighbor, but few of us are concerned about judging ourselves.  No one can ever be used of God unless he is willing to examine his own heart.  When David prayed he cried out to God, saying, Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  He did not pray, “Search my neighbor,” or “Search my wife,” or “Search my husband.”  He was concerned about his own spiritual need, for he knew if his own heart were right with God, such a spirit would be contagious and other lives would be influenced for the Lord.  But how few of us have this concern to look inward rather than outward?  For most of us it is the other way around.  We look outward, rather than inward.

You see, when we criticize others, we stand on dangerous ground.  Not only do we bring dissatisfaction to our own life and to the lives of others, but we hinder the working of the Holy Spirit.  I don’t know of a Christian who is a greater stumbling block to the Spirit working in the program of the church than one who is constantly criticizing.  Such a spirit is satanic and, be sure, the devil is opposed to the working of the Holy Spirit.

Do you think 3,000 souls would have been saved on the day of Pentecost if the other disciples had been criticizing Peter?  I read of these disciples that when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  There was no dissension among them.  They were not critical of each other.  They were in one accord.  They were there for one purpose:  that the Spirit of God might fill them to overflowing, that they might be useful to God.  Coming before the Lord with this attitude of heart, their praying was answered.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as unto fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  

To be sure, if our churches are to have the power of God today, the sin of criticism must be laid at Jesus’ feet and put under the blood.  We must stand together before the Lord with one accord - not tearing down others, not hating and despising them, but with love and sympathy through the strength Christ gives, seek to live such a challenging life to those around us that the others who need the Savior will be drawn to Him.

Now maybe you find it difficult to do this because you have never experienced love as revealed in the Person of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  I urge you to come to Christ, right now.  Wherever you are, just bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I need You in my life.  I am sorry for my sins and I receive You at this very moment.”  Christ will enter your life, never to depart.

Father God, rather than criticizing our brothers and sisters, remind us to pray for them, that the Holy Spirit will not be quenched, and that there may be unity in the body of Christ.  I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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