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What Is God Like?              Dr. J. Allen Blair

Many people have a faulty understanding of who God is and what He is like.  How would you describe Him?  A very important part of God’s character is His dependability in keeping His promises.  He never fails to follow through on whatever He says in the word of God, the Bible.

Our God can do everything.  If you have come to Christ and received Him as the Lord of your life, you have a Father in Heaven who has promised to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  There are no limits as to what God can do.  All of His power is at the disposal of His children, those who have been truly born again.

Now, of course, if you have never come to the Lord Jesus Christ, you cannot claim God as your Father.  Until you believe on Him, you are destitute of divine wisdom and help in a world of confusion and sorrow.  But for those of you who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have a miracle-working God who will care for your every need.  Truly you may sing, “My Father is rich in houses and lands, He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands!  Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold, His coffers are full, He has riches untold.  I am a child of the King,  a child of the King:  With Jesus my Savior, I’m a child of the King.”  My, what a relationship!  The child of the King.  And not only a king, but the King.  The King of kings: the King of glory.  We who are in Christ are His beloved people and the word of God assures us that He will never fail us.

But I wonder if we are really trusting in Him as we should.  How much faith do we have in our great God?  Are we fair-weather Christians who trust when all is going well but complain and worry when faced with adversity?  Few of us could say and really mean it, as Job did -- Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.  Here was trust in God that knew no limits.  Nothing could shake Job’s sincere faith and confident reliance in the Lord.  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.  This was as much to say:  “Though everything is gone and I stand face to face with death, still I will rely on my God.  I will not worry.  I will not fear.  I will trust in Him.”  

How many of us have this kind of faith?  Should not all Christians rest in the Lord and wholly trust Him to do all things?  Why, of course.  He is God.  He is above everyone and all else.  He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth.  He is the all-mighty, eternal, living God.  

Repeatedly, throughout the Bible, we read the expression “the living God.”  Have you ever thought of that phrase and the depth of meaning it contains?  We are prone to read the Bible and marvel at the miraculous way the Lord worked with Moses, Joshua, David and the many other men of God whose experiences are recorded in the Word.  But let me ask: Who was their God?  Was He not the same God you and I worship:  the living God?  What God did for the Old Testament saints and the New Testament saints He desires to do for His present-day saints.  Whatever our God was three or four thousand years ago He surely is today.  He possesses the same sovereign power and the same abundant love.  We need to be reminded constantly of the fact that our God is unchangeable in His nature.  He is the same yesterday, and today, and for ever.

Now some believers seem to think we have a different kind of God today from the one the Bible presents.  They would have us believe that the God of today is more cultured and refined; His power has been greatly curtailed; He can no longer do all things, but only what humans permit Him to do - at least this is the impression some would give of the kind of God they worship.  Well, let us not be mistaken.  Our God is still the living God.  He is in no sense of the word dependent on us for anything.  Without any of us He can do every thing.  This being true, why do we not see a mighty manifestation of His power as in past ages?  Wherein lies the difficulty?  If God is the same today as He was thousands of years ago, why don’t we see Him work mighty miracles as before?  Be assured the fault is not with God, but with us.  God is the same, but we have changed.  Where are those today who will not only say it but really mean it, as did Job:  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.   

Our faith and reliance on the Lord seems so weak at times.  Oh, not when the sun is shining, but in the hours of darkness (when the storm clouds hover over us, when the future looks hopeless), it is then that we forget that we have a living God.  When faced with the stark reality of death or what may seem to be an impossible situation, we look all around us to see where we can find help.   Instead of going to God and believing with the entire heart that He will undertake, we look for human beings to help.  The Bible says Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not to thy own understanding.   In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  

The living God is sufficient for every trial of life.  We need nothing else or no one else.  But are we not weak, frail creatures of dust with very little faith?  If we are in need of financial help, we do our best to find someone who we think the Lord might influence to lend or give us money.  If there seems to be no apparent probabilities, we find it difficult to believe that God will supply.  If in need of employment, we make diligent inquiries.  If the prospects are not hopeful, we feel that the situation is hopeless.  If we are sick and the physician is at a loss to know what to try next and there appears to be no apparent improvement, do we not get discouraged and allow our imagination to wing us off into despair?  In other words, it is hard to believe that God is in no way limited though all else seems hopelessly futile.  

To need money, with the bills mounting higher and higher, with few prospects of finding a job; to lie in bed day after day feeling increasingly worse with patience giving out, makes as situation in which relief does not seem very probable.  Everything looks bad.  Depending on sight rather than faith, it is hard to believe that things will be any better.  But remember - we are to walk by faith, not by sight.  God has the solution.   He knows all things and He can do all things.  Trust Him, dear friend, for there is always a way with Him.  Wait on Him in believing prayer.

Now if you are not sure of your salvation, get that settled before you do anything else.  Tell God you are sorry for your sins and you want to receive Jesus Christ.  This could be the greatest day in your life, only let God work in and through you.  Let Him change your life.  He will do it if you ask Him. 

Father, do great things in lives today, I pray.  Some are struggling, some are resisting.  Break down the barriers.  You are able, Lord.  I trust You to do it.   In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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