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  Stand On The Promises
        Dr. J. Allen Blair

Where would we be without the promises of God?  The Bible is full of them, as you may know.  As we experience the trials of life it seems, with perfect timing, the Lord always comes through at the time of the greatest need.  He always has a promise to carry us on to victory in Christ.

What is it that sustained Moses during his difficult years as the leader of the nation of Israel?  It was not his Egyptian education or his own personal strength.  In fact, more than once he almost broke under the load and tried to quit.  Moses was sustained by a promise.  He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  It was the promise of the presence of the Lord.  When Moses died, Joshua took over the rule of the nation and the Lord gave him the same sustaining promise.  As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee:  I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  Moses needed the promise for carrying his burden, and Joshua needed the promise for fighting his battles.  And the promise really worked.  

The older we become the more burdens we must carry and the more battles we must fight.  How difficult it is for us to be both Moses and Joshua in our places of responsibility.  But we have the same promise they trusted.  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  Our Lord’s last words to his disciples were Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.  The Christian is never alone.  No matter what burdens you must carry or what battles you must fight, your Savior is by your side to help you.  

Now God’s promises are more than promises.  They are facts.  Every promise found in the word of God is a fact to be claimed as a reality.  We make promises, but how many of them can be considered as fact?  A friend tells about taking a watch to be repaired.  The watchmaker assured him that it would be ready on a certain day, but it wasn’t repaired at the appointed time.  “I’m going away tomorrow and I need it,” said the man.  “Oh, that’s alright,” replied the watchmaker.  “I’ll have it ready for you by 12 o’clock tomorrow.”  “Are you sure?” asked the owner.  “Yes, I am certain,” was the reply.  But when our friend went at 12 o’clock the next day the watch was still not repaired.  The watchmaker was very sorry but claimed he had been too busy to get the job done.  

Well, most of us have found people like that.  They make promises, but they don’t keep them.  They always have excuses of some kind.  But, thank God, He always keeps His promises.  Years ago Solomon declared in 1 Kings 8:56, there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.  Scores of generations have passed since the man of wisdom made that memorable statement, but it is just as true today.  God hath not failed one word of all his good promise.  Has He ever failed you?  Of course not.  But you, like myself, have failed to trust Him time and time again.  You see, we trust the Lord for a while.  Then we look at the disturbing situation that surrounds us and become fearful.  We fret and worry, feeling that well maybe God has forgotten us.  We are like Peter of old who when he saw Christ walking on the sea cried out, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  The Lord Jesus bid him, Come.  But you will recall that Peter took a few steps on the water and (being afraid) he began to sink, crying, Lord, save me.  And we read (in Matthew 14:31), And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  

What was Peter’s trouble?  Why did he not reach his Lord without sinking into the water?  Well, the answer is obvious.  He walked on the water instead of standing on the promises of God’s word.  Jesus said, Come.  Peter did not stand on the promise.  Are we not guilty of the same?  Do we not often sink in the midst of our anxiety and despair because we step out on our own ingenuity, bank balance, education, or common sense, instead of stepping out on the promises of God.  For some reason we seem to act as though God does not mean what He says.

The prophet Jeremiah declares, Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.  Notice, he ate the word; that is, he believed the word.  He received it and put it to the test.  The result was that it brought joy and rejoicing.  The neglecting of God’s glorious truth usually results in sorrow and disappointment.  Someone has said, “Every tomorrow has two handles:  the handle of anxiety and the handle of faith.”   Which handle will you hold?

God says, in Hebrews 11:6, Without faith it is impossible to please him.  If we would see God work, if we would experience His mighty power, we must believe Him.  We must fully trust Him.  When we trust we do not doubt; when we doubt we do not trust.  Whatever your cares are at this moment, put them into the hand of God and He will put His peace into your heart.

Should you not be a child of God, you cannot trust Him until you know Him.  He longs that you come to Him and experience His wonderful salvation.  You cannot earn it.  You cannot buy it.  You can only receive it by receiving Him, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He shed His precious blood to pay the price for your sins.  If you believe on Him at this moment, you will be eternally saved so that you can trust Him for every need of life.  If you don’t know the Lord Jesus Christ, I pray that you’ll believe on Him right now.  

I thank You, dear God, for your wonderful provision.  We are frail creatures.  We are men and women of the flesh and we need Your help so badly.  Some are really hurting today, Father.  You know that, God.  You understand every life.  You know our beginning through to the end.  And so I pray that You will work in lives in a wonderful way.  Draw some to Yourself, that they might be saved; and then bless Your saints, Father, that they may faithfully trust You for all things.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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