(Tape No. 246)               The Tabernacle (Part 3)
        Dr. J. Allen Blair

The race is not always won by the swift, but by the person who keeps on running.  In the Christian life, victory is achieved by those who keep running for the Lord.  Some of God’s people let up or even quit, and the result is backsliding.

It is interesting to note that the gate of the court, the outer veil of the tabernacle, and the inner veil before the holy of holies, were all three in a straight line.  Likewise, all three have the same colors in their embroidery:  blue, purple, red and white.  What is the lesson to be learned?  We need Christ to enter the court as a lost sinner.  We need Him to enter the sanctuary to serve Him.  We need Him to have fellowship with the Father who seeth in secret.  Imagine the foolishness of one who says “You go your way and I will go mine; you take the Christ road, I will travel another.”  The tabernacle contradicts such thinking.  The tabernacle tells us there is only one way to salvation.  

Now there may be many roads leading to this way, but the door is always Christ.  Some of us were led to the door in childhood by godly parents.  Others wandered far into the fields of pleasure, suffering the consequences of the dregs of sin; finally, they found their way to the door, and their lives were transformed.  Yes, there are many approaches to the door, but there’s only one door:  Christ.  If you have not yet come to God through the one door, I pray that you will before very long.  I invite you right now to come this way, claiming His promise:  Him that cometh to me ,I will in no wise cast out.

Now, entering the court of the tabernacle through the only door, we stand before the brazen altar.  The altar was made of acacia wood overlaid with brass and copper.  It was nine feet in length, nine feet in breadth, and five feet high.  On each of the four corners was a horn made of acacia wood overlaid with brass.  The acacia wood of which the altar was constructed is a symbol of Christ’s humanity:  His human nature.  The brass with which it was overlaid suggests His righteous judgment of sin.  Each side of the altar reminds us of one of the four gifts we have received by believing on Christ.  

The first gift is the forgiveness of sin.  Those who come to Christ, the altar of God, are eternally forgiven of all sin.  We read, in Psalm 103:12, As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.  To every lost sinner, Christ gives the invitation to come for this marvelous deliverance.  Hear the word of God in Isaiah 1:18 - Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.

Now another side of the altar tells of Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice for sin.  God tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:21, For he (that is, God) hath made him (Jesus Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  The Lord Jesus paid the price you and I could not pay in His death on the Cross for our sin.  

Another of the sides of the altar speaks of reconciliation.  Isaiah the prophet tells us that your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.  Though our sins have separated us from God, we are reconciled to God and become one with Him when we come to the altar of Christ.

Now, looking at the fourth part of the altar, we are reminded of the believer’s deliverance from the bondage of sin.  God said, in Romans 6:14, For sin shall not have dominion over you.  As we daily rely upon Christ, we enjoy the everlasting victory over sin.  

Now notice, also, that there are four horns on the four corners of the altar.  These were more than mere ornaments.  Like the horns of a mighty animal, they bore the appearance of defense and protection.  Is this not true of the keeping power of the Lord Jesus Christ?  We are weak in ourselves, but He is our strength. The child of God can say, in the words of Peter, We are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.  The enemy is strong, but our wonderful Christ is almighty, and the Bible promises in 1 John 4:4, Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  The altar was used by the priest to offer up the sacrifices for sin as outlined in the Book of Leviticus.  All the offerings in a particular way were representative of Christ in some phase of His life and ministry.  Considering the fire on the altar that was to consume the sacrifices, we read in Leviticus 6:13, The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.  Though sacrifices had been made for the sins of the people, the fire was to be kept burning continually.  What an important lesson God has for us here.  

Have you been to the altar?  Have all your sins been laid on Jesus Christ?  Have you acknowledged Him as the one who died for you and paid the eternal price for your sin?  If so, does the fire of holiness and zeal for the Lord burn continually in your heart?  It is so easy for the fire to go out.  We become cold and indifferent to the claims of Christ on our lives.  We live for self in the flesh - disregarding God’s plan and will.  Our Lord Jesus declared to the Christians at Laodicea, I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold no hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  Is this not descriptive of so many Christians?  They have little desire for Bible study, prayer and soul-winning.  Yet, they claim to be followers of Christ.  Maybe so, but the fire has gone out.  It may be I am speaking to some in whom the fire has gone out.  There was a time when you had a holy zeal and concern for the things of God, but you have grown cold.  You have backslidden.  May I tell you, God wants you to come back to Himself.  He is waiting to meet you.  If you are ready to come back to Him, confess your sin to the Lord and His promise is that He will abundantly pardon.  

If you are not sure of your salvation, say “Jesus I want to be saved” and He will enter your life for eternity.  

Father, I pray that some listening may make Jesus Lord of all in their life.  May they not be satisfied with mediocrity, and may they grow in Your grace, and become firebrands for Jesus.  I ask this in His name.  Amen.
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