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What Can I Do?                      Dr. J. Allen Blair

Anyone who has known a heart experience with Jesus Christ is rightfully disturbed by what is happening in the world.  Often, we wonder what can be done in the face of an almost hopeless situation:  Is there anything we should be doing?

Like many tens of thousands of followers of Jesus Christ, I am greatly concerned about the future of our civilization.  Anyone who is alert to his surroundings is certainly aware of the fact that our foundations are crumbling rapidly.  The process of decay seems to be accelerating more and more.  

In the light of all that is happening, we need a fresh awareness of Samuel’s timely words to the children of Israel (as recorded in 1 Samuel 7:3).  And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.  Israel had a mighty external enemy, the Philistines.  But her internal enemies were far worse.  Before she could hope to survive in a conflict with the Philistines, she had to overcome the evils within her own borders.  

Much is being said these days about defense and armament.  But it is my personal conviction that our greatest defense is not to be found in weapons of warfare, but in a satisfactory relationship to the Lord God Almighty.  Return unto the LORD with all your hearts is as pertinent today as it was for ancient Israel.  If we want God’s blessing, every one of every age and color must turn to the Lord in humble repentance and acknowledge Him as Lord of all.

Samuel stated, also, that after returning to God there must be the putting away of the strange gods.  How necessary this is.  Words are not enough.  There must be works.  Repentance must be followed by putting away the gods of greed, selfishness, hatred, enmity, and dozens more.  If we are to experience the kind of blessing that was known by our godly ancestors, we must be willing to humble ourselves and submit to the Almighty Jehovah God.  

It was during a confusing session of the Constitutional Convention (in the beginning days of the United States) when Benjamin Franklin arose, and said, “Mister Chairman, we have been groping about in the darkness for weeks searching after political truth and have not found it.  The longer I live and the more I know, the more do I believe that God governs in the affairs of men.  And if a sparrow cannot fall without His notice, it is probable that an empire cannot rise without His assistance.”  Here are profound words of wisdom that our lawmakers would do well to consider.  For it is true, as David declared long ago, Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD.  

At the close of WWI, David Lloyd George said to Woodrow Wilson and Clemenceau, “Now, Gentlemen, it will be Christ or chaos.”  As we know, it was not Christ and the result was that the war that was supposed to end wars became the forerunner of WWII.  And, then, the chaos.  Since that time, the chaos has increased.  

Now you may disagree as you think of the technical and scientific advances accompanied with material prosperity in some parts of the world.  Many evidences of progress cannot be denied.  But what about the sky-rocketing crime and murder rate? Poverty, racial tension, degeneration of morals, marital unhappiness, and much more?  It is true, we can buy more things, but things do not provide inner peace and deliverance from sin and conflict.  

Long ago, our Lord declared, But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  The reality of this truth has never changed.  When God is given His rightful place - whether in the affairs of a nation, or in the lives of individuals - He will provide and care for every need.  If the choice is to give Him no place at all, the result can only be disastrous.  When the Lord is rejected or ignored, there is always a sorrowful price to pay.  

In my own country, we have enjoyed more than two centuries of the Lord’s abundant provision and care - not because we were deserving of it, but because of the grace and mercy of God.  But the Scriptures teach and history proves that when God’s grace and mercy are overlooked, the result is judgment.  For God says, My spirit shall not always strive with man.  How necessary it is that all of us look into our own lives and consider our priorities.  May we be certain that we have the proper objective.  Our Lord said, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rush doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

Could it be that you are living for this life only?  Are your greatest desires for the things that cater to the flesh?  Is your heart interest centered in money?  If you must answer these questions in the affirmative, doubtless you have not discovered supreme happiness.  For there is no possible way to find lasting happiness apart from a life yielded totally to Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Selfish living which overlooks the grace and mercy of God is incapable of facing adequately the confusion and heartaches of life.  Do you really know the Lord in your life?  I hope it is more than “I think so.”  For merely to “think so” is not enough.  You can “know so” without any doubts.  God’s word is clear.  Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Call on Christ if you never have and let Him transform your life.  He is ready to do it if you are willing to let him.

Grant, Heavenly Father, that we shall not be guilty of a partial commitment to Jesus Christ, but may He be Lord of all.  May we hold nothing back from You, but by Your grace live each day as though it were our last.  And for some listening who need the Savior, O God, we pray that the Holy Spirit may draw them to Yourself.  May they come to Christ now.  For I pray in the Blessed Name of Jesus.  Amen.
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