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The Tabernacle (Part 7)             Dr. J. Allen Blair

How different life would be if we could forget our troubles as easily as we forget our blessings.  God showers us with blessings, but we overlook those and concentrate on our troubles.  Well if you know Jesus Christ, this should not be your problem.  For He is a wonderful Savior who never forgets His own, and is sufficient for every need of life.

I want you to think for a few minutes, if you will, about the acacia wood which was used in the Old Testament tabernacle.  Previously, I mentioned that there were 40 boards of acacia wood, 18 feet high and 10 feet nine inches in breadth, forming the framework of the tabernacle.  The acacia tree was one of the trees found in the desert.  It could not be used as it was for the tabernacle.  It had to be treated and carefully prepared.  

Now man, in his sinful nature, is not fit for the Kingdom of God.  But if we trust in Christ, the Holy Spirit transforms him so that he becomes a new creature in Christ:  prepared to meet God.  We read, in John 3:5, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  We must believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again, as taught in the Scriptures.  Believing this, the Holy Spirit performs a miracle whereby we become new creatures in Christ.

Now it is well to realize that all the acacia trees did not look alike.  But every board used in the tabernacle had to meet the same specifications.  Well in the Church of Jesus Christ, we find men and women from all walks of life - all races and creeds, of various backgrounds and environments - but they all had to come to God in the same way:  through Jesus Christ, His Son.  Those who sincerely come to Him are all one in Him.  In the sight of God, one is not better than the other.  The wealthy man is of no greater value than the poor man.  The educated is of no more importance than the uneducated.  You see, God sees us all “in Christ.”  And, as the boards were all of the same dimension, so in the body of Christ all believers are on the same level.  In fact, we read that the boards were overlaid with gold - they lost their identity.  Gold was representative of Christ.  This is why Paul said, in Galatians 2:20, I am crucified with Chris:, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God ,who loved me, and gave himself for me.  It is no longer Paul, you see.  It was Christ.  The self-life has no place in the Church of God.  When others see us, they should see the Lord Jesus in us.

Then, too, notice that the boards fitted together side by side when they were placed into the silver sockets.  Well how we need to learn this lesson, as believers in Christ.  We read, in Psalm 133:1, Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  In Ephesians 2:21-22, God says, In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.  Do you get the picture here?  The body of Jesus Christ should stand together without division or factions.  We are all one in Christ Jesus.

Now, recall also, that there were five bars of acacia wood overlaid with gold fastened in staples of gold holding the 20 boards on each side closely and firmly together.  The two and the top and the foot came halfway and met in the middle.  The middle bar reached from end to end.  These bars, together with the silver sockets, helped to reinforce the boards so there would be no possibility of falling.  I think of these bars of acacia wood overlaid with gold as being those special saints of God who are manifesting the love of God as the Lord intended that all believers should.  He says, in John 13:35, By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.   Where there is no reinforcement of God’s love, Christians are usually ineffective and often useless.   How needful it is that those who have named the name of Christ show forth His love to each other. 

Maybe you have been unkind, critical and thoughtless of others.  You need a new measure of God’s love in your heart.  And how do you get it?  Well, Romans 5:5 says the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  Yield your life completely to the control of the Holy Spirit.  Hold nothing back for self.  Surrender all to Him.

Now, having examined the foundation and sidewalls of the tabernacle, let’s see what God has to say about the roof.  In Exodus 26:14, we read these words:  And thou shalt make a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering above of badger’s skins.  The roof of the tabernacle consisted of four different coverings:  Fine twined linen, goats’ hair, rams’ skins and an outside covering of badgers’ skins.  Faithful men and women spent many tedious hours on these coverings to fulfill the specifications God gave Moses.  

Now each covering was one yard wider than the curtain it covered.  The linen curtain did not quite reach to the ground, but the one of goats’ hair covered all three sides and the extra length was folded double and hung over the outer veil at the east end of the tabernacle.  The third curtain was of rams’ skin, dyed red, and above this was the covering of badgers’ skins.  Now, unquestionably, the roof in its entirety represents our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He is the head of the Church.  At the same time, all who believe in Him abide under His sheltering care.  David could say, in Psalm 91:1-2, He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust.  Even though the Son of Man had no place to lay His head, we who are in Him are securely sheltered from all harm and danger.

A 17-year old bride learned on the day following her wedding day that it was necessary to have surgery to save her from cancer.  As this beautiful bride was wheeled into the operating room, she clutched a silver dollar in each hand.  Smilingly, she said to her husband, “I’m going to hold these until they fall from my hands.”  She asked, “Do you know why I’m holding them?”  Then she answered her own question, “Because of what it says right there:  In God we trust.”  Now we’ve often heard the expression “money talks,” but this is the first case that has come to my notice where a patient made it declare her trust in God for a successful operation.  Well the Lord honored that faith, for her physician said she came safely through the operation.  Well, praise God, we can trust Him for everything, knowing that He never fails.

If you have never trusted God for your personal salvation, I hope you’ll do it right now.  Just bow your head and say, “Jesus, come into my life and live through me.  I’m tired of the old life I’ve been living.  I want a new life through You.”  God will answer your prayer.  Trust Him for it.  Right now, call on Him.

Our Heavenly Father, we rejoice that every person who with his lips confesses the fact that he’s trusting the crucified and risen Savior (not only for his health, but also for the forgiveness of sins), and manifests his faith by his works.  May many more come into the fold today as they trust Christ.  In His Blessed Name.  Amen.
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