(Tape No. 248)


Idol Worshipers                 Dr. J. Allen Blair

Do you know there are many people who profess to be followers of Christ who worship idols?  Do you happen to be one of them?  “Who me?” you say, “No, I don’t have any idols in my life.”  Well don’t be too sure.  Idols consist of many things that can delude us into giving Christ second place.

Turning to the Ten Commandments in Exodus 2o, I should like to read the second of these commandments:  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me.

Now in this commandment, God declares that His people are not to worship anyone or anything but Him.  He is to have first place in our hearts.  In Colossians 1:18, we read that in all things he might have the preeminence.  The Lord is never satisfied with second place.  Anyone who relegates God to this position in worship will be miserably unhappy.  And, yet, is it not true that many Christians worship other gods than the true God?  They have set up their idols and live for these idols - obscuring the Lord of all.

Now let me tell you what I think an idol is.  It is anything considered as an object of preference which places the true God behind it.  For the Christian, it is anything that takes precedence over the Lord Jesus Christ.  Idols in the believer’s life could be many things, such as lust, greed, selfishness and scores of others.  All of these exclude Christ from our lives.  

Now some people think because they have money in the bank, they have security.  Or, perhaps, because they are enjoying good health at the moment, they have nothing to fear in the future.  These may be delusive idols that Satan is using to attract your attention from God.  Listen to the Bible (1 Corinthians 10:12):  Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.  Verse 14 in this same chapter says, Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.  

We trust in our man-made gods and in them we think we have security.  God warns us to flee from this idolatry.  Now in 1 John 5:21, John closes that wonderful epistle with these words:  Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

Do you want God’s blessing in your life?  Do you want the joy of the Lord in your heart?  Then you must forsake your idols.  Give the Lord Jesus Christ first place.  He says, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  What “things” will be added unto you?  Every essential need of life:  food, clothing, shelter - all the necessities and even much more than that will be added.  Now, if we put God first in our life, He will take care of everything else.  But if we take care of everything and exclude God, we shall be the losers.  This is the essence of what Jesus is saying in this 6th chapter of Matthew.

One of the blatant forms of idolatry of which most of us are guilty is revealed in Colossians 3:5.  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  What is the idolatry spoken of here?  Unbridled lust, uncontrolled passion, uninhibited sex.  God says to us, today, “This is the idolatry I hate.”  He calls upon us to come out of this.  For we belong to Him, not to ourselves.  We read in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, What?  know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.  

At family devotions, father had been reading from the scripture lesson of the morning which was taken from 1 Corinthians 9.  He had just read the 27th verse where Paul relates, But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.  He paused and asked his little daughter what Paul meant when he said, “I keep my body under.”  Well, in a few seconds, the little girl replied, “He meant that he was keeping his soul on top.”  Well I don’t think I ever heard a finer explanation of this verse.  As far as you and I are concerned, either the soul is on top or the body is on top.  If the body is on top, you are living for the flesh.  Your body is the idol that is blotting out the glory of God.  If your soul is on top, you are filled with the Spirit: you know the blessedness of the life of holiness.  You are clean before God.  You are living for Him with an honest desire to please Him.  This is the blessed life.  It is this life to which every believer is called.  We are not to live for ourselves in the flesh.  We are chosen ones of God through whom He desires to live.  Our bodies are His temples and there can be no agreement between the temple of God and idols.  For this reason, we must yield completely to His control. 

Dr. Andrew Bonar of Glasgow would invariably say to the people of his church that which his father had given him years before as worthwhile advice.  “Let us pray that we may wear well to the end.”  Well I have seen so many Christians who have fallen by the wayside.  They have not worn well to the end.  Why?  They failed to realize that we must beware of idols; that we must claim continuously the power of God to live victoriously for Him.  

Are there idols in your heart and life that God hates?  At this moment, claim victory over every deluding idol.  Say, “Lord Jesus, I yield my all to thee.  I submit myself to your control.”  Now it could be that your idols have kept you from acknowledging Christ as your Savior and Lord.  You are not a child of God.  You are so mastered by your idols that you have missed God’s best in life.  You have never been born again.  You’re unsaved and on your way to a Christ-less eternity.  Oh, dear friend, consider the mercy and grace of Almighty God.  Come to Christ, right now, as we pray.

Blessed Lord, help all of us to clear the way for Jesus.  May we give Him His rightful place as King of kings, and Lord of lords.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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