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The Tabernacle (Part 9)               Dr. J. Allen Blair

So often we try to be the person other people think we should be.  That’s good as far as it goes, but overall it will lead to frustration.  The person to be is the one God intends us to be.  I guarantee you, you will never go wrong if you move in that direction.

We come to the last of the coverings for the tabernacle (mentioned in Exodus 26:1).  Thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them.  These curtains, of course, are the most beautiful of all; and they represent our Lord as He is today, seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

The brilliant colors used here remind us of the characteristics that make Christ Lord of all, of whom Paul writes (in Colossians 2:9), For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  The white linen reminds us of His stainless purity.  Blue is the heavenly color.  He is not merely a man, He is the God-man.  Purple suggests royalty.  He is our soon coming King.  And, of course, scarlet tells us of the blood He shed to become the Redeemer to all who trust in Him.

We also find these four colors suggested by the four gospels:  Purple is seen in Matthew, in which Christ is revealed as the King.  In Mark, we see the scarlet portrayed by the servant of Jehovah -- who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.  Luke reveals Christ -- the white twined linen -- as the perfect Son of God who came to redeem fallen humanity.  In John’s gospel, we see the heavenly blue -- Jesus the Son of God, the Eternal Word.  The Master artist perfectly blended the colors of white, blue, purple and scarlet to provide the great masterwork of eternal redemption.

The fine twined linen curtains could not be seen from the outside of the tabernacle.  The real beauty was on the inside.  Those who stood on the outside looking at the outer roof of the tabernacle saw only the dull, unattractive badgers’ skins.  But those who entered in, and looked up, saw the exquisite beauty of the many colors.  Is this not true today?  Many look at Christ, but merely by looking they are not attracted.  Only as we submit to Him, and yield to Him, and acknowledge Him as our very own, do we find in Him the beauty of His love, grace, mercy and peace.  Likewise, many Christians know Him only through the brazen altar or the laver of brass.  They have never entered into the holy place to behold Him as the Master and Lord of their lives.  They have missed much.  They know little of the life of faith and usefulness which comes through full commitment to His will.  Could this be true of you?  If so, why not become Christ’s obedient child, withholding nothing from Him?

Now, having considered some of the important features of the court of the tabernacle, let’s enter into the sanctuary:  The court speaks of conversion, while the sanctuary suggests fellowship with God.  Entering the sanctuary, we see first of all the golden candlestick which provided the only light in the sanctuary.  The golden candlestick represents Jesus Christ, who declared, I am the light of the world (John 8:12).  Years before our Savior’s birth, Isaiah declared, The LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light (Isaiah 60:19).  As the golden candlestick was kept burning continuously, so the Lord Jesus is our perpetual light.  Even in the new heaven and the new earth, He will continue to shine forth in all of His glory for ever.

The candlestick is described in detail in Exodus 25:31-40.  Consider a few of the practical lessons it provides for the child of God.  Not only does it portray Christ, but it is a wonderful symbol of the believer’s union with Christ.  The candlestick had a center shaft with six branches - three proceeding forth from either side of the shaft.  The center shaft rises above the branches, representing the Lord Jesus Christ: the head of His church.  The six branches suggest believers as members of His body.  As the branches were joined to the shaft, so you and I are united in Jesus Christ as believers in Him.  

Paul writes, in 1 Corinthians 12:12, For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  Jesus declared, in John 15:5, I am the vine, ye are the branches.  Without the center shaft, there could be no candlestick, for the six branches are dependent upon the shaft.  Likewise, without Christ, there can be no salvation, no hope, no peace, no security.  All we are, all we have, is the result of God’s marvelous grace.  

Now we should note, too, that the same gold that joined the branch on the left side also joined the branch on the right side.  Not only are God’s people members of the body of Christ, they are united one with another.  They are bound together with the love of God.  Paul writes, in 1 Corinthians 12:20, But now are they many members, yet but one body.  Those who create divisions and factions are never led by the Holy Spirit.  They are motivated by the flesh -- the old “self” nature is predominant.  We who are in Christ are brethren.  We belong to each other.  God declares that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care one for another.  In 1 John 3:11, we read, For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  God’s people should stand together in the oneness of Jesus Christ.  

We see, also, that the candlestick was to be made of pure gold, of beaten work (that is, it had to be placed on the anvil and hammered).  Is this not descriptive of our suffering Savior?  Did not Peter write, Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps (1 Peter 2:21).  God has not promised that you and I, in Christ, will not be placed on the anvil.  Those who know the Lord best are those who suffer most.  But to every suffering saint, God gives the promise in 2 Timothy 2:12 - If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.  When He returns, our suffering days will be over.  We shall reign with Him in the glory of His perfection.

Well, when the Lord returns I hope you will be ready to meet Him.  There is only one way to be ready and that is to have Him as your Savior and Lord.  If you have never given Jesus this position in your life, I hope you’ll do it right now as we join in prayer together.

Father God, in the name of Jesus, work in lives today, I pray.  Help every believer to follow You closely as we anticipate the return of Jesus the King.  And, for those who need Him, may this be the day of their salvation.  I pray this in His Holy Name.  Amen.
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